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Icelandic hotel 
offers guests 
a taste of life 
in US barracks 

By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

KEFLAVIK, Iceland — Where 
there were once hundreds of 
American sailors and airmen 
trying to catch sleep and relax in 
their barracks after a hard day 
of flying patrols around Iceland, 
there are now dozens of young 
people from around the world 
sleeping and trying to catch a 
buzz on Icelandic beer after a long 
day’s flight across the Atlantic. 

So maybe not that much has 
changed for the Base Hotel and 
Hostel outside of the Keflavik 
airport from the time the two 
buildings it occupies served as 
barracks for the U.S. Navy and 
Air Force. 

The United States manned 
Naval Air Station Keflavik from 
1951 until 2006. The area out¬ 
side the airport was once a bar¬ 
ren lava field, covered in moss, 
before the U.S. military occupied 
the area. The Americans quickly 
built up the area into one of the 
largest cities on the island. 

According to the hotel’s web¬ 
site, when the American troops 
left the base turned into a ghost 
town, until Icelanders began oc¬ 
cupying and refurbishing the 
SEE HOTEL ON PAGE 8 



gearlocker 



Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 



The body of a man killed in a suicide bombing that struck a private building in the Shiite neighborhood of Dasht-i Barcha is taken for 
burial Wednesday in western Kabul, Afghanistan. 

The carnage continues 

Dozens killed, wounded as bomber’s attack on Shiite 
students in Kabul adds to bloody week in Afghanistan 


An original “gearlocker” sign 
hangs above a broom closet at 
the Base Hotel and Hostel in 
Keflavik, Iceland, on Tuesday. 
The hotel’s buildings were 
barracks for American sailors 
and airmen from 1951 to 2006. 


Staff and wire reports 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A suicide bomber 
targeted students preparing for university 
exams in a Shiite neighborhood of Kabul on 
Wednesday, killing at least 48 people and 
wounding 67 in an attack blamed on the Is¬ 


lamic State, officials said. 

Also Wednesday, Taliban forces stormed 
two bases in northern Baghlan province, 
killing dozens of Afghan troops and police 
officers — the latest in a string of battlefield 
successes by the guerrillas, officials said. 


Clashes continued throughout the morn¬ 
ing at the small bases in Baghlan-e-Markazi 
district and left at least 30 soldiers and 10 
police officers dead, said Mohammad Safdar 
Mohseni, head of the provincial council. 


SEE CARNAGE ON PAGE 6 
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Ariel Tu/AP 


Former soldier Yea Ji Sea and her attorney Sameer Ahmed talk 
with reporters Tuesday after a federal court hearing on her lawsuit 
against the Department of Homeland Security over her citizenship 


DOD public affairs 
chief accused of 
misusing authority 


US told 
to move 
on ex-GI’s 
citizenship 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Immigration 
officials have three weeks to decide 
whether to approve the citizenship 
application of a South Korean-born 
U.S. Army specialist who is suing 
after the military discharged her, 
a judge ruled Tuesday. 

Yea Ji Sea filed a lawsuit against 
the Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity last month after the mili¬ 
tary moved to discharge her. 

The woman came to the coun¬ 
try as a child on a visitor visa and 
held other visas before enlisting in 
2013 under a special government 
program for foreign citizens who 
want to serve in the U.S. military. 

Under the program, recruits 
agreed in their enlistment con¬ 
tracts to apply to naturalize as 
soon as their honorable service 
was certified. Sea, 29, alleges in 


Correction 

An Aug. 14 story gave an 
incorrect age for Spc. Mel¬ 
vin Douglas Spruill Jr., who 
died in a swimming acci¬ 
dent in Germany on Aug. 
6. He was 28. The German 
police provided the wrong 
age in a press statement. 


application in Los Angeles. 

her lawsuit that the government 
improperly failed to process her 
application. She sat in the front 
row of a Los Angeles courtroom 
on Tuesday as U.S. District Judge 
Michael Fitzgerald said he expect¬ 
ed the government to rule on Sea’s 
citizenship by Sept. 5 or explain 
any reason for a delay. 

Sea was scheduled to have an 
interview with U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services offi¬ 
cials Wednesday, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Tim Biche said. The 
government wants to resolve her 
citizenship application quickly, but 
first officials have to hear what she 
says in the interview, Biche said. 

In the meantime, Sea is suffer¬ 
ing “serious harm” because she 
cannot legally work in the U.S. 
and fears she could be arrested 
by immigration officers, said Sa¬ 
meer Ahmed, an attorney with the 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Southern California, who is repre¬ 
senting Sea. 


“As a soldier, I would think that 
I would be protected by at least 
some kind of law that would say, 
‘I shouldn’t have to worry about 
driving back home,’ ” Sea said out¬ 
side the courthouse. 

Ahmed believes Sea’s case is 
part of a greater effort by the 
Trump administration to deny 
citizenship to soldiers “based on 
the fact that they don’t believe im¬ 
migrants should get the right to 
citizenship that they’re owed,” he 
said. 

The Associated Press reported 
last month immigration attorneys 
knew of more than 40 U.S. Army 
reservists and recruits who enlist¬ 
ed in the military with a promised 
path to citizenship and have been 
discharged or whose status has be¬ 
come questionable, jeopardizing 
their futures. The Army has since 
temporarily stopped discharging 
immigrant recruits, pending a re¬ 
view of the program. 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis’ public af¬ 
fairs chief is being investigated 
by the department’s inspector 
general after allegations that she 
misused her authority and used 
her staff for personal business, 
U.S. officials said Tuesday. 

The Pen¬ 
tagon issued 
a statement 
acknowledg¬ 
ing there is 
an “ongo¬ 
ing review” 
of Dana W. 

White, but 
had no other 
comment. 

The of¬ 
ficials, who 
requested anonymity to discuss 
details of the investigation, said 
that White is alleged to have rou¬ 
tinely used her personal staff to 
run errands, get her laundry, pick 
up lunch, and help with other ap¬ 
pointments. They said she had a 
staff member drive her to work on 
a snowy day, and when the person 
complained she wrote a check to 
cover the cost of the trip. 

Officials said White also is ac¬ 
cused of retaliating against staff, 
and transferring employees out of 
their jobs without cause, includ¬ 
ing after staff complained about 
certain assignments and tasks. 

There has been frequent staff 
turnover in her office, and she’s 
had four different military assis¬ 


tants — usually a colonel in rank 
— in the last 16 months. 

The use of staff for personal 
tasks is prohibited. 

At least two former employees 
filed complaints with the inspec¬ 
tor general within recent months, 
but others have been interviewed 
in connection with the cases. 

White, who is traveling in South 
America with Mattis, declined to 
comment. 

Bruce Anderson, spokesman 
for the IG, said “the DOD Office 
of Inspector General does not gen¬ 
erally acknowledge or deny the 
existence of an investigation.” 

The investigation was first re¬ 
ported by CNN. 

White has worked as Mattis’ 
assistant defense secretary for 
public affairs since April 2017. 
Prior to that she worked as strate¬ 
gic communications director for 
the Renault-Nissan Alliance in 
Paris and was an adviser on the 
2008 presidential campaign of 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. 

White also oversees the De¬ 
fense Media Activity, which 
includes Stars and Stripes and 
American Forces Radio and Tele¬ 
vision Service. 

The IG will conduct the inves¬ 
tigation and, if the allegations are 
substantiated will release the re¬ 
port publicly. 

If the allegations aren’t sub¬ 
stantiated the reports are usually 
not released. 
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State of Korean War remains slows analysis 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — It will take scientists months 
to determine how many sets of Korean War remains 
were in 55 boxes handed over by North Korea, offi¬ 
cials with the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
said Tuesday at the White House. 

DPAA Director Kelly McKeague and John Byrd, 
director of scientific analysis for the agency, also said 
the remains were in “moderate to poor” condition. 

“There is a scientific process to estimate that,” Byrd 
said about the number of remains included in the 
boxes. “I wish it were very fast, because I think a lot 
of people would like to know. The families would love 
to know that information, but unfortunately it’s going 
to take months.” 

McKeague said he had “high confidence” at least 
some of the remains are U.S. servicemembers. About 
7,700 American troops who fought in the war remain 
missing. 

The remains were transferred in July as the result 
of an agreement reached June 12 between President 
Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
when they met in Singapore. They are already under¬ 
going a “painstaking, multifaceted” analysis at DPAA’s 
lab in Hawaii, McKeague said. In coming weeks, Tim¬ 
othy McMahon, the Pentagon DNA operations direc¬ 
tor, and his team in Delaware will use samples from 
the remains against a DNA database to compare with 
other remains recovered from North Korea, as well as 
DNA samples provided by family members. 

“The mettle of our scientists and the capabilities 
of our labs will be challenged, but in the months and 
years ahead, they will make identifications from these 
remains and give families long-sought answers,” 
McKeague said. 

Byrd previously confirmed the remains were human. 
Once the remains were transported to Osan Air Base 
in South Korea, DPAA spent two days going through 
the boxes looking for animal bones, but didn’t find any, 
he said. In at least one case previously, remains were 
found to be commingled with animal remains. 

Scientists must also work to discern American 
remains from the remains of people from other 
countries. 

Though some of the remains are in poor condition, 
Byrd said he was confident his lab could identify them 
in the coming months “and maybe the next several 
years.” 

“We would characterize the preservation of the re¬ 
mains as moderate to poor. However, what our lab spe¬ 
cializes in is making identifications in circumstances 
where you have very little to work with,” he said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 



Courtesy of U.N. Command 

United Nations Command troops hand over the remains of a North Korean soldier Tuesday in the village of Panmunjom. 


N. Korean soldier’s remains returned 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The U.S.-led 
United Nations Command has returned 
the remains of a North Korean soldier 
more than a year after they were found 
near a border island. 

The repatriation came as commu¬ 
nication lines have been restored and 
relations improved amid diplomatic ef¬ 
forts over North Korea’s nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

UNC troops handed over a case with 
the remains to North Koreans on Tues¬ 


day in the truce village of Panmunjom, 
which straddles the heavily fortified 
border. 

South Korean sailors found the body 
in May 2017 near Yeonpyeong Island, 
which sits near a sea border off the 
peninsula’s west coast. But the UNC 
said it had been unable to arrange the 
handover until recently. 

“Previous attempts to arrange re¬ 
patriation failed over the last year, but 
after dialogue between delegations 
(from both sides) the ceremony was 
held with dignity and respect,” the 
UNC said in a statement. 


The UNC said it remains committed 
to the agreement to return fallen ser¬ 
vicemembers that was part of the ar¬ 
mistice that ended the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

North Korea also recently handed 
over to the United States 55 cases said 
to contain the remains of U.S. troops 
killed in the war. That move partially 
fulfilled a commitment made by its 
leader, Kim Jong Un, during his June 
12 summit with President Donald 
Trump. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Sailor convicted of attempting sexual activity with children 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A 
USS Ronald Reagan sailor was convicted 
Wednesday of six charges involving at¬ 
tempted sexual activity with children. 

Prosecutors said Petty Officer 1st Class 
Gilbert Sandoval — a 32-year-old boat¬ 
swain’s mate assigned to the aircraft car¬ 
rier — tried to meet a person he believed 
to be a 14-year-old Kinnick High School 
freshman for sexual acts. He was also 
accused of planning to have sex with a 7- 
year-old girl. 

A seven-member panel of jurors found 
Sandoval guilty of attempted sexual as¬ 
sault of a child, attempted sexual abuse of 
a child, indecent communication to a child, 
attempted production of child pornogra¬ 
phy, inducing a child under 12 to engage in 
sexual activity and indecent language. 

The panel of jurors — known in military 
proceedings as “court members” — will 
meet Thursday to decide sentencing. 


The accusations 
came after Sandoval 
responded to two pub¬ 
lic posts on the anony¬ 
mous messaging app 
Whisper that were 
planted by Navy Crim¬ 
inal Investigative Ser¬ 
vice agents. The first, 
which was targeted at 
Yokosuka sailors, was 
by an agent posing as Sandoval 
14-year-old “Alex.” 

According to evidence presented at 
trial Wednesday, Sandoval messaged with 
“Alex” March 20 through 22, initially 
thinking she was a senior at Kinnick. After 
“Alex” revealed she was underage, Sando¬ 
val continued to text with her, eventually 
exchanging sexually explicit messages and 
sending a picture of his genitalia. 

Over the same period, Sandoval sent 
messages to an agent posing as “Jess,” 
a mother seeking a man to rape her 7- 
year-old daughter, according to messages 


presented at trial. Sandoval set a time in 
April to meet “Jess” for sexual activity 
with the child, but noted he did not want 
to get caught doing something “immoral,” 
according to the evidence. 

Prosecutors said that during his lunch 
break on March 22, Sandoval drove to 
meet “Alex” at her on-base Yokosuka 
home, believing she was alone. Sandoval 
and the teen had sent messages planning 
to talk during the meeting, then engage in 
sexual activity. 

But when Sandoval arrived at the home 
and texted “Alex” that he was outside, 
NCIS opened the door and arrested him. 

Sandoval’s attorney — Lt. Jim Howland 
— argued on Wednesday that his client 
may have gone to the house to assess her 
true age. 

Though the agent pretending to be 
“Alex” told Sandoval she was 14, pictures 
sent to Sandoval purporting to be the teen 
were of a woman in her 20s. 

Howland further argued that the NCIS 
agents participated in entrapment to ar¬ 


rest Sandoval, causing him to act in a way 
he otherwise was not predisposed to do. 
Howland suggested the sexually explicit 
messages to the 14-year-old and about the 
7-year-old were just fantasy. 

“He said some disgusting texts,” How¬ 
land told the court members. “But are 
these texts illegal?” 

Sandoval’s mother, Eva Garibay, who 
traveled from Texas for the trial, told Stars 
and Stripes Wednesday that she felt the gov¬ 
ernment tricked her son into his actions. 

“As a parent, you want the best for your 
kids. When you sign them over to the mili¬ 
tary, you don’t expect them to play these 
little games,” she said. “I understand [un¬ 
dercover operations] have to be done for 
the actual child molesters, but you could 
tell they were pulling it out of him; that was 
entrapment.” 

Sandoval has served in the Navy for 14 
years, and has been stationed in Japan 
since 2015, Garibay said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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Okinawa special election set for Sept. 30 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AYA ICHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A special 
election to choose a replacement for anti- 
U.S. base Gov. Takeshi Onaga has been set 
for Sept. 30. 

Onaga, 67, died suddenly of pancreatic 
cancer on the evening of Aug. 8, less than 
two hours after officials said he would be 
stepping down temporarily over health 
concerns. 

His two vice governors — Kiichiroh Jah- 
ana and Moritake Tominaga — announced 
they would share the post until a new lead¬ 
er is chosen. Jahana served as acting gov¬ 


ernor until Aug. 12, when Tominaga took 
over. It is unclear if Tominaga will remain 
interim governor until the election. 

“On September 13th, all the candi¬ 
dates will be officially announced,” said 
Maiko Shigehisa of the Okinawa Election 
Commission. 

The Okinawa Times reported Tuesday 
that Tokyo may postpone landfill work for 
a runway into Oura Bay at Henoko until 
after the election due to a period of mourn¬ 
ing for Onaga that’s expected to last 49 
days. The runway will facilitate the closure 
and relocation of Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma from urban Okinawa to the re¬ 
mote coastal base of Camp Schwab. 


“The central government is concerned 
that the landfill work may affect the elec¬ 
tion’s outcome,” the newspaper reported. 

The landfill work was set to begin Friday. 
Onaga had threatened to revoke permits 
for it over environmental concerns, but he 
died before he could follow through. 

A day after Onaga’s death, prefectural 
officials held a meeting with the Okinawa 
Defense Bureau that was seen as a precur¬ 
sor to revoking the permits. 

Officials from Japan’s Ministry of De¬ 
fense would neither confirm nor deny any 
delays for the landfill. 

“It all depends on the weather, and at this 
moment a solid date has not been decided 


yet,” an unnamed spokesman said. 

About 70,000 protesters rallied Saturday 
at a Naha park to mourn Onaga and to stand 
in opposition to the Futenma relocation. 

In the days after the governor’s death, 
Japanese officials vowed to push forward 
with the plan to relocate Marine Corps air 
operations within the prefecture. 

“Henoko is the one and only answer to 
resolve this whole issue and it will not be 
changed,” Defense Minister Itsunori On- 
odera told reporters Wednesday. “The 
central government’s decision will not 
change.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Ospreys make emergency landings in Japan 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AYA ICHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — No 
injuries or damage were reported 
after two Marine Corps tilt-rotor 
aircraft made separate precaution¬ 
ary landings Tuesday in Japan. 

In the first incident, a Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma-based 
MV-22 Osprey experienced a “sys¬ 
tem error” and landed at Kagoshi¬ 
ma prefecture’s Amami Airport 


at about 5:22 p.m., said Kyushu 
Defense Bureau spokesman Ippei 
Ohkubo. 

The helicopter-plane hybrid was 
returning to Futenma from Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Ohkubo 
said. It departed Amami at about 
7:19 p.m. after being given the green 
light to continue to its destination. 

A crew of eight left behind at the 
airport was picked up by another 
Osprey just before 8 p.m. 

Ohkubo said there were no run¬ 
way closures because of the inci¬ 


dent; however, three commercial 
aircraft experienced delays of 25 
minutes. 

The second incident involved 
another Futenma-based MV-22 
making an emergency landing at 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, accord¬ 
ing to Japan’s Kyodo news agency. 

Officials from Kadena Air Base’s 
18th Wing declined to comment. Ma¬ 
rine officials could not be reached 
on Wednesday evening. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Duterte: China should temper its behavior 

MANILA, Philippines — The president of the Philippines 
said Tuesday that China’s claim to airspace above newly built 
islands and surrounding waters in the disputed South China 
Sea “is wrong” and Beijing should not tell others to leave those 
areas to avoid possible clashes. 

President Rodrigo Duterte’s remarks in a speech to an audi¬ 
ence that included the American ambassador and other foreign 
guests were a rare public criticism of China, which he has re¬ 
fused to antagonize to nurture closer relations. 

“They have to rethink that, because that would be a flash¬ 
point someday and even, you know, warning others,” Duterte 
said of China’s actions to uphold its claims in the disputed wa¬ 
ters. “You cannot create an island, it’s man-made, and you say 
that the air above these artificial islands is yours.” 

From The Associated Press 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Fight against ISIS in Syria, Iraq 'far from over' 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The ISIS problem in 
Iraq and Syria is “far from over” and U.S. 
and coalition forces are not letting up on 
efforts to neutralize Islamic State fighters 
from cities where they still have strong¬ 
holds, military officials said Tuesday. 

“There is still a lot of work to be done 
both militarily and on civilian stabilization 
efforts in both countries,” said Col. Sean 
Ryan, a spokesman for Operation Inherent 
Resolve, the U.S.-led coalition fight against 
ISIS. “Make no mistake — the coalition is 
not talking victory or taking our foot off the 
gas in working with our partners.” 

Ryan spoke to defense reporters via vid¬ 
eostream, giving a prepared statement be¬ 


fore Mqj. Gen. Felix Gedney, British deputy 
commander for strategy and support of OIR 
— who traveled the region last week — took 
the podium to answer questions. 

Ryan said that partner forces are work¬ 
ing to stabilize areas in Iraq and Syria 
where ISIS has been driven out, including 
rebuilding detention centers and training 
new guards. In some areas such as Manbij in 
northern Syria, electricity is being restored 
and some children are going to school for 
the first time in five years, he said. 

In other areas, the fighting continues. In 
eastern Syria, the coalition-backed Syrian 
Democratic Forces are preparing for an as¬ 
sault on the ISIS stronghold of Hajin, a Eu¬ 
phrates River Valley town. 

There, he said, the SDF has set up check¬ 
points to vet fleeing civilians and weed out 
ISIS fighters trying to escape. Some have 


been captured, he said. 

Coalition forces were “pretty confident 
they’ve confirmed they are indeed the 
enemy,” Gedney said. 

Gedney also said that there are over 1,000 
ISIS fighters in the Middle Euphrates River 
Valley, where this next phase of operations 
is targeting. Some of those fighters are mov¬ 
ing across the border from Iraq “through 
historic smuggling routes,” he said. 

He would not confirm a U.N. report that 
there are still between 25,000 and 35,000 
ISIS fighters in Iraq and Syria. 

Gedney said that there are about 600 
“foreign terrorist fighters” being held in 
detention centers in Syria and the coalition 
has been working to ensure that the SDF 
has the “detention capability” to hold them. 
He would not say how many of them are 


American or British. 

In the northern Syrian town of Manbij 

— a friction point in U.S.-Turkey relations 

— U.S. and Turkish forces are conducting 
independent, coordinated patrols along the 
border. Gedney said those are “very suc¬ 
cessful” and “have become routine now.” 

He said training would soon commence 
for joint patrolling. 

Even as commanders stressed advances 
against ISIS, they noted that the gains were 
tenuous. The coalition, Ryan said, has a long 
way yet to go. 

“We cannot emphasize enough the threat 
of losing the gains we have made is real, es¬ 
pecially if we are not able to give people a 
viable alternative to ISIS,” he said. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 


Russia to help restore UN patrols near Syria-Israel frontier 


Associated Press 

TAL KROUM, Syria — The 
Russian military said Tuesday 
that its forces in Syria will help 
U.N. peacekeepers fully restore 
patrols along the frontier with the 
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, 
reflecting Moscow’s deepening 
role in mediating between the de¬ 
cades-old foes. 

The Russian deployment in 


the area has also highlighted 
Moscow’s growing clout in the 
region, where it seeks to balance 
the sharply conflicting interests of 
Israel and Iran. 

“The Russian flag is the guar¬ 
antor of peace and security on that 
land,” said Lt. Gen. Sergei Kura- 
lenko, speaking to international 
reporters on a trip to the area or¬ 
ganized by the Russian Defense 


Ministry. He noted that Russian 
and Israeli officials have main¬ 
tained regular communications, 
adding that “operations by Rus¬ 
sian military police help ensure 
the security of Israel.” 

Russia has been President 
Bashar Assad’s number one backer 
against rebels seeking to oust him. 
Moscow’s military intervention 
in Syria has turned the tide of the 


war in his favor, helping his forces 
recapture key areas from the op¬ 
position. Russian military police 
have been deploying in all areas 
recaptured from rebels, including 
on the edge of the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, after Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces regained control 
of the area last month. 

Kuralenko said that the Russian 
military police have set up four 


checkpoints on the edge of the de¬ 
militarized zone and plan to add 
another four. 

Syria’s defense minister, Gen. 
Ali Ayoub, meanwhile met with 
Mqj. Gen. Francis Vib-Sanziri, 
the commander of the U.N. Dis¬ 
engagement Observer Force, 
UNDOF, to discuss the situation 
in the Golan Heights, state news 
agency SANA said. 


ROCKsVi 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

Carnage: Bombing comes 
ahead of expected cease-fire 
to mark Muslim holiday 



Rahmatullah Nikzad/AP 


Afghan men stand in front of burned out shops following a Taliban attack in Ghazni, Afghanistan, on 
Wednesday. A Taliban assault on two adjacent checkpoints in northern Afghanistan killed at least 30 
soldiers and police, officials said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The bombing in Kabul was 
the latest large-scale assault on 
Afghanistan’s Shiite community, 
which has increasingly been tar¬ 
geted by Sunni extremists who 
consider Shiites to be heretics. 
It comes amid a particularly 
bloody week in Afghanistan dur¬ 
ing which Taliban attacks have 
killed scores of Afghan troops 
and civilians. 

The bomber detonated his ex¬ 
plosives inside a private build¬ 
ing in the Dasht-i Barcha area 
of Kabul where a group of young 
Shiite men and women, all high 
school graduates, were studying 
for university entrance exams. 

The spokesman for the public 
health ministry, Wahid Majroh, 
said the casualty figures were 
not final and that the death toll 
— which steadily rose in the im¬ 
mediate aftermath of the bomb¬ 
ing — could rise further. 

Majroh did not say if all the vic¬ 
tims were students and whether 
any of their teachers were also 
among the casualties. 

The explosion initially set off 
gunfire from Afghan guards in 
the area, leading to assumptions 
that there were more attackers 
involved. Officials later said all 
indications were that there was 
only one bomber. 

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack but 
Jawad Ghawari, a member of 
the city’s Shiite clerical council, 
blamed ISIS, which has carried 
similar attacks in the past, hitting 
mosques, schools and cultural 
centers. 

In the past two years, Ghawari 
said there were at least 13 attacks 
on the Shiite community in Kabul 


alone. 

Abdul Hossain Hossainzada, a 
Shiite community leader in the 
western Kabul neighborhood, said 
the bomber apparently targeted 
the course, which had young men 
and women studying together. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid denied his group’s in¬ 
volvement in the attack. 

In Baghlan, the governor’s of¬ 
fice confirmed the attack and 
said there were casualties on 
both sides but was unable to say 
how many. 

The incident came two days 
after Taliban fighters captured a 
military base in Faryab province, 
killing or wounding more than 
three dozen soldiers, government 
officials said. The Taliban said 
that 74 Afghan troops surren¬ 
dered and that they were able to 
capture eight military Humvees. 

On Friday, in their most sig¬ 
nificant attack so far this sum¬ 
mer, the Taliban stormed Ghazni 
city, about 100 miles southwest 
of Kabul, and engaged in days of 
heavy fighting. 

Local officials said a clearing 
operation was still underway on 
Wednesday. 

About 100 members of the 
Afghan security forces were 
killed in the clashes, Ghafor 
Ahmad Jawed, a Defense Min¬ 
istry spokesman, told Stars and 
Stripes. The United Nations cited 
reports that there may have been 
up to 150 civilian casualties. 

Meanwhile, more than 220 
Taliban guerrillas were killed 
by U.S. airstrikes over Ghaz¬ 
ni, according to United States 
Forces-Afghanistan. 

The recent escalation in fight¬ 
ing has disrupted months of 
optimism over advances in the 


current peace process — which 
included an unprecedented three- 
day truce by the Taliban, the 
government and its international 
backers in June. It comes before 
another cease-fire was expected 
to start next week to mark the 
Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha. 

Last month, the government 
said it was considering the sec¬ 
ond cease-fire, but it remained 
unclear whether the recent 
violence would affect those 
considerations. 

Reuters on Tuesday reported 
that the Taliban are also con¬ 
sidering laying down their arms 
over Eid al-Adha. 

Elsewhere in Afghanistan, the 
Taliban attacked a police check¬ 
point in the southern Zabul prov¬ 
ince early Wednesday, killing 


four policemen, according to the 
provincial police chief, Mustafa 
Mayar, who said another three 
officers were wounded. He said 
seven attackers were killed and 
five were wounded during the 
battle, in which the Taliban used 
artillery and heavy weapons. 

The Taliban have seized sev¬ 
eral districts across the country 
in recent years and carry out 
near-daily attacks targeting Af¬ 
ghan security forces. The assault 
on Ghazni was widely seen as a 
show of force ahead of possible 
peace talks with the U.S., which 
has been at war in Afghanistan 
for nearly 17 years. 

Also on Wednesday, six chil¬ 
dren were killed when they tin¬ 
kered with an unexploded rocket 
shell, causing it to blow up, said 


Sarhadi Zwak, spokesman for the 
governor of the eastern Lagh- 
man province. Zwak said that the 
victims were girls, aged 10-12, 
who were gathering firewood on 
Wednesday. 

He blamed the Taliban, say¬ 
ing the rockets they fire at Af¬ 
ghan security forces often harm 
civilians. 

Afghanistan is littered with 
unexploded ordnance left by de¬ 
cades of war. It is also plagued by 
roadside bombs planted by insur¬ 
gents, which are usually intended 
for government officials or se¬ 
curity forces, but often kill and 
maim civilians. 

The Associated Press, Phillip Walter 
Wellman and Zubair Babakarkhail 
contributed to this report. 
wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


Green Beret killed in blast dreamed of joining Special Forces 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Special 
Forces soldier who died Sunday in Afghan¬ 
istan from wounds in a bomb blast was a 
husband and father of two who had want¬ 
ed from an early age to become a Green 
Beret, family and friends said. 

Sgt. 1st Class Reymund R. Transfigura¬ 
tion, 36, had deployed in March to Afghan¬ 
istan in support of Operation Freedom’s 
Sentinel, the U.S. counterterrorism mis¬ 
sion that targets al-Qaida and the local 
branch of Islamic State. 

He served as the primary adviser to 100 
Afghan commandos in Helmand province’s 
Sangin district when he was killed by a 
roadside bomb, which also wounded sev¬ 
eral Afghans and at least one other Ameri¬ 
can, according to The New York Times. 

Transfiguracion dreamed of joining the 
Green Berets and hung a poster of them 
on the wall of his room, his older brother 
Reynell told Stars and Stripes. In 2001, 
he joined the Hawaiian National Guard. 
He deployed with the Guard to Iraq, then 
joined active-duty service in 2008 and de¬ 
ployed to Afghanistan and the Philippines. 



Photo courtesy of the Transfiguracion family 


Staff Sgt. Reymund Rarogal 
Transfiguracion, 36, is pictured with his 
wife, Edelyn, and two children. 

The Army selected Transfiguracion for 
Special Forces training at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
There, he often helped others, even in the 
middle of the intense qualification course, 
said South Korean army Master Sgt. Min- 
woo Jeong, who met Transfiguracion while 


taking the course at Fort Bragg from 2014 
to 2015. 

The two combat engineers bonded, and 
Transfiguracion helped Jeong with his 
English and with coursework. “He has a 
lot of military knowledge but didn’t ignore 
anybody,” Jeong said. “Some guy doesn’t 
get some class, every time he helped 
them.” 

Transfiguracion was born in Sarrat Ilo- 
cos Norte, Philippines, on May 20, 1982, 
the Army said. He worked on his family 
farm, tilling and planting coffee beans and 
macadamia nuts, Transfiguracion’s broth¬ 
er said. Life on the farm taught the soldier 
to live “day by day.” 

“We had nothing to begin with and ex¬ 
pected the worst at all times,” Reynell 
said. 

Transfiguracion got American citizen¬ 
ship before turning 18, his brother said, 
and he moved to Hawaii, where he also 
farmed. 

Fellow soldiers and Transfiguracion’s 
leaders called him a dynamic leader and a 
trusted professional. 

“Like many uniformed servicemem- 
bers ... Transfiguracion was not born in 
the United States,” said Sgt. Maj. Ed Hall 


of 3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group 
(Airborne). “To the world, SFC Trans¬ 
figuracion was a Filipino-American hero, 
someone who proved himself to be among 
the best soldiers in the U.S. Army. He vol¬ 
unteered for the most demanding jobs and 
selflessly gave his life in service to his 
country and teammates.” 

Transfiguracion was posthumously pro¬ 
moted to sergeant first class and awarded 
the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and the 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

His Bronze Star citation says he led ele¬ 
ments of an Afghan battalion on 40 com¬ 
bat operations, including a May 31 mission 
that freed more than 100 prisoners from a 
Taliban jail in Helmand. The Purple Heart 
was his second in a month. He received 
his first in connection with the wounds he 
suffered in a rocket-propelled grenade at¬ 
tack on July 17 in Helmand’s Musa Qala 
district. 

Transfiguracion’s death, which brings 
the total number of American troops killed 
this year in combat in Afghanistan to five, 
is being investigated, the Army said. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @j.p.lawrence3 
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Trump objects to troop reduction limits 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump has objected to a series of provi¬ 
sions in the newly passed 2019 National 
Defense Authorization Act, including 
limits on the reduction of troops in South 
Korea and recognizing Crimea as a Rus¬ 
sian province. 

The defense legislation, which Trump 
signed into law Monday, sets new restric¬ 
tions to keep the administration from de¬ 
creasing troops in South Korea to less 
than 22,000. It also prohibits U.S. funds 
from helping legitimize Russia’s control of 
Crimea. 

Both provisions, among several others in 
the NDAA, reflect congressional concerns 
about the president and drew objections 
from the White House. 

“There is a whole lot of things they do 
in [the NDAA] to try to limit President 
Trump from taking certain actions,” said 
Scott Anderson, a governance studies fel¬ 
low at the liberal-leaning Brookings Insti¬ 
tution, a Washington think tank. 


The Korea and Crimea provisions are 
among several within the NDAA that at¬ 
tempt to limit the president’s powers, An¬ 
derson said. Late Monday, several hours 
after Trump signed the NDAA at Fort 
Drum in upstate New York, the White 
House issued a list of objections about the 
law. 

Such signing statements are a common 
practice for presidents to issue during ne¬ 
gotiations and subsequent passage of major 
legislation such as H.R. 5515, also known 
as the John S. McCain National Defense 
Authorization Act, named for the ailing 
Republican chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee from Arizona. Often, 
presidents will object to provisions that ap¬ 
pear to infringe on their powers. 

“They are saying ‘these provisions we 
don’t like because we think they intrude 
on our constitutional authorities,”’ Ander¬ 
son said. “It’s really them maintaining and 
articulating that there are major constitu¬ 
tional concerns.” 

Among the list of 2019 NDAA concerns, 
the Trump administration also complained 
of restrictions to lower benchmarks for de¬ 


ployed intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
the use of the military base at Guantanamo 
Bay and executive branch authority over a 
new National Security Commission on Ar¬ 
tificial Intelligence. 

The NDAA also withholds funds for cer¬ 
tain U.S. efforts in Iraq and Syria unless 
the administration issues a long overdue 
report detailing its strategy in both coun¬ 
tries, which drew a Trump objection. 

“It’s the power of the purse strings,” 
Anderson said of the NDAA demands for 
the strategy reports, which were also re¬ 
quested in the 2018 NDAA but have yet to 
be filed. 

The NDAA also requires certification 
that the United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia are bringing the Yemen conflict 
to an end, and if not, stops U.S. in-flight 
refueling services for the pro-govern¬ 
ment coalition. It also drew White House 
concerns. 

In several cases, the Trump statement 
detailed how he would interpret the pro¬ 
visions to preserve his constitutional au¬ 
thorities. The statement said the president 
retains the power to reduce the levels of 


deployed ICBMs, reiterated the continued 
operation of Guantanamo Bay to hold pris¬ 
oners and moves the new artificial intel¬ 
ligence commission under the purview of 
the legislative branch. 

Trump’s statement also suggests reports 
or certifications will only be issued in cases 
that are feasible such as the Iraq and Syria 
strategy plans and the certification for the 
end of the Yemen conflict. 

Trump also said he still retains the au¬ 
thority to reduce troop levels in Korea in 
emergency scenarios. A hypothetical case 
could include the deployment of Korea- 
based troops to another country in re¬ 
sponse to a new crisis, Anderson said. 

Trump would comply with this provision 
“so long as it’s feasible and it doesn’t inter¬ 
fere with my constitutional authority as 
commander in chief,” Anderson said. He 
wouldn’t comply if “suddenly, there was 
an unexpected land war in China and the 
president was then involved” and had to 
deploy the Korea troops there. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Fort Hood launches certification assistance pilot program 


WELCOME to 

“THE GREAT PLACE 



Rose L. THAYER/Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-Round Rock, speaks at a press conference outside of Fort Hood on Tuesday. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT HOOD, Texas — A new 
Army education pilot program 
will give access to civilian cre¬ 
dential and licensing certification 
programs to the 36,000 soldiers of 
Fort Hood, making them more at¬ 
tractive to employers outside the 
military. 

Undersecretary of the Army 
Ryan McCarthy, Sgt. Maj. Daniel 
Dailey and U.S. Rep. John Carter, 
R-Round Rock, joined Fort Hood 
officials Tuesday in announcing 
the program, which is similar to 
tuition assistance but allows ac¬ 
cess to technical trades. It opens 
the door for soldiers to obtain 28 
certifications or licenses to help 
them quickly transfer military 
skills to the civilian workforce. 

“Two years ago, I had a vision 
of being able to make sure our 
soldiers took the well-earned 
skills they learned throughout 
the Army back into their civilian 
careers in life,” Dailey, the top 
enlisted solider in the Army, said 
during the press conference out¬ 
side the main entrance. “This is 
one of the most important things 
we can do for soldiers and fami¬ 
lies in terms of employment.” 

He took that vision to Carter, 
who’d been working on legislation 
with the same purpose. McCar¬ 
thy later joked he was just a ninth 
inning reliever on the project and 
commended them on bringing 
credential assistance from vision 
to reality. 

“Really what it comes down to 
is giving tools to men and women. 
Whether you serve three years or 
30 years, you have to hang your 
boots up and transition,” McCar¬ 
thy said. 

Eligible soldiers—officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers and war¬ 
rant officers of active components 
as well as Texas National Guards¬ 
men and Army Reserve soldiers 
in a Texas unit—can receive up to 


$4,000 a year toward 28 preselect¬ 
ed certifications in fitness, food 
service, human resources, infor¬ 
mation technology, logistics, man¬ 
agement, manufacturing, medical, 
trade and transportation. 

These specifics were chosen 
because of job availability in 
Texas and the ability to complete 
them within the one-year test 
period. The certification doesn’t 
have to align with a soldier’s job 
in the Army. 

Dailey said he fully intends to 
spread this program across the 
Army as soon as there is a base¬ 
line for future requirements. Fort 
Hood was chosen because of the 
“phenomenal record” of its edu¬ 
cation center, the availability of 
soldiers in a diverse realm of jobs, 
and partnerships within the com¬ 
munity and nearby Central Texas 


College. 

Mike Engen, education servic¬ 
es officer at Fort Hood’s Educa¬ 
tion Services Division, anticipates 
about 40 percent of soldiers at the 
post near Killeen, Texas, will 
take advantage of credential as¬ 
sistance once it becomes avail¬ 
able Sept. 6. 

For soldiers with all the train¬ 
ing and coursework they need 
to be credentialed, Engen said 
the program will pay for them to 
take a refresher program or go 
straight to the exams. Any books 
or manuals needed are also paid 
for by the Army. 

For example, most medics are 
ready for the test, Engen said. 
Before this program, they would 
“go through the best training in 
the world, then leave the Army 
and weren’t able to walk into the 


health-care industry.” 

“This is another tool... to fully 
support professional develop¬ 
ment,” he said. 

Sgt. Karriem Minor, a helicop¬ 
ter mechanic in the 1st Cavalry 
Division, said he has identified two 


credentials he could quickly earn 
based on his military training. 

“It’s an opportunity for my¬ 
self to get trained technically for 
things I need outside the mili¬ 
tary,” he said. Should he leave 
the Army, the certification could 
speed up a potential employment 
at a company like Boeing. 

Marvin Hill, a project manager 
adviser at FedEx Freight and a 
35-year veteran of the Army, said 
this announcement is welcome. 

“Our servicemembers, truck 
drivers in particular, they have 
driven in the most austere con¬ 
ditions and been harassed along 
their routes with roadside bombs, 
indirect fire and still deliver their 
contents safely and intact,” he 
said during a phone interview 
after the announcement. “It’s just 
amazing that they couldn’t tran¬ 
sition out with that commercial 
driver license and go to a compa¬ 
ny and go to work right away. It’s 
a step in the right direction.” 

Reducing this gap in training 
helps the servicemember get right 
to work as a civilian, Hill said, and 
makes them more appealing to the 
companies looking to hire. 

“There’s nothing better than 
getting a person in your organiza¬ 
tion and being able to put them to 
work immediately,” Hill said. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Hotel: Former barracks embraces military past 




Clockwise from top left: The bar at the Base Hotel and 
Hostel. A view inside one of the “bunker” rooms at the 
hotel. An original plaque from Naval Air Station Keflavik. 
The original commanding officer’s policy board. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

large, concrete, rectangular buildings. And now, 
you can find ballet lessons being taught inside 
former ammunition storehouses, and partiers 
jamming-out at electronic dance music concerts 
held inside old aircraft hangers. 

But the Base Hotel and Hostel tries to hold on 
to its U.S. military heritage by offering unique, 
American military-themed lodgings. 

“We’ve kept a little bit of the U.S. spirit alive 
here,” said Aron Eckard, a receptionist at the hotel. 

Guests stay inside sparsely-decorated former 
barracks rooms that retain some of the original 
doors, bed frames and bathroom fixtures. 

On the second floor of the hotel, the original 
commanding officer’s policy board is intact, re¬ 
minding sailors, and now civilians, about 2004 
Department of the Navy sexual harassment, equal 
opportunity and fraternization policies. And al¬ 
though the commander’s policy on alcohol abuse 
clearly states that “alcohol is to be deglamorized” 
wherever possible, the full bar downstairs offering 
happy hour specials on shots and beer, indicates 
this rule has lately become more lax. 

Throughout the hotel, you can find other details 
that remind you of its U.S. military past, like the 
Naval Air Station Keflavik plaque hanging down¬ 
stairs, “American style” cookies and candy in the 
vending machines, and the “gearlocker” signs 
hanging above broom closets. Of course, nowa¬ 
days, the occupants no longer have to “swab the 
deck” with the mops held inside. 

“Guests find it interesting that they’re stay¬ 
ing at a place where U.S. (troops) used to live,” 
Eckard said. “One of our rooms used to be the 
armory, where they stored weapons. Now it’s a 
game room. It’s part of the whole atmosphere.” 

He added that some guests choose to stay here 
specifically because of the hotel’s history, but 
other guests simply choose this hotel because of 
its price or close proximity to the airport, without 
knowing it used to house sailors and airmen. 

“I didn’t know this used to be part of a base 
when I booked my room,” said Agnieszka Mosioe, 
an American tourist from Wisconsin who stayed 
at the hotel. “Now that I know, I’m kind of proud. 
It’s really cool to stay where American sailors 
used to live.” 


The exterior of the Base Hotel and Hostel, 
which used to function as U.S. Navy barracks, 
is seen Tuesday in Keflavik, Iceland. 

Photos by Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Urban Outfitters sells PT belt online — with $30 price tag 


irr 


A screenshot 
shows a yellow 
reflective belt 
for sale at 
Amazon.com on 
Wednesday. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. military has made its 
mark on the fashion world many 
times — consider the leather 
bomber jacket, khaki pants or the 
wool peacoat — but few soldiers 
likely would have pegged the in¬ 
famous “glow” belt to crossover 
into world of civilian style. 

And yet, a highlighter-yellow 
reflective plastic belt is being 
sold for $30 at the Urban Outfit¬ 
ters online shop — about three 
times what it costs at a military 
exchange. Shipping for the item, 
which is only sold online, is an¬ 
other $5. 


The “PT belt,” to use the par¬ 
lance of our times — or “Belt, 
High Visibility,” as it’s officially 
known in the military — is a 
source of much derision among 
the troops, who have for decades 
been required to wear the strip of 
reflective material during physi¬ 


cal training and other activities 
as a safety measure. 

In contrast to the “woobie,” or 
poncho liner, a beloved camou¬ 
flage nylon polyester blanket that 
does not seem to have caught on 
among civilians, the safety belts 
are perhaps the most reviled 


pieces of military gear, in part 
due to their mandatory status. In 
true military fashion, they are 
often mocked as possessing talis- 
manic properties. 

The 44-inch strip of imported 
polyester is described on the 
Urban Outfitters site in more 
practical terms as “perfect for 
night-time visibility” and “com¬ 
plete with slide adjustment buckle 
and side release buckle closure.” 
An accompanying photo gallery 
helpfully includes an image of the 
belt on the hips of a model clad in 
black jeans and a black shirt fit 
for the club. 

The one-size-fits-all belt is 
made by Rothco, which began 


as a Brooklyn-based World War 
II army surplus business in the 
early 1950s and has since grown to 
produce its own lines of military- 
surplus-style clothing and gear, 
including kids clothing, accord¬ 
ing to the company’s website. 

The Rothco-made belt is also 
available on Amazon for less than 
$11 and eligible for free shipping 
for Prime members. The Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service 
uniform clothing shop sells a 
similar item by a competitor for 
around the same price in a range 
of colors, and other varieties cost 
even less. 


garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Democrats embrace diversity in primaries 



Alex Kormann, Star Tribune/AP 


Minnesota Republican gubernatorial candidate Jeff Johnson, center, is greeted by supporters after 
returning to a watch party Tuesday in Plymouth, Minn. 


Minnesota GOP 
rejects old guard 

By Steve Peoples 
and Kyle Potter 

Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — In a night of 
firsts, Democrats in Vermont’s pri¬ 
mary chose the nation’s first trans¬ 
gender gubernatorial nominee. In 
Minnesota, they picked a woman 
who would be the first Somali- 
American member of Congress. 
Connecticut Democrats nominat¬ 
ed a candidate who could become 
the first black woman from the 
state to serve in Congress. 

Democrats embraced diversity 
in Tuesday primaries, while Re¬ 
publicans in Minnesota rejected 
a familiar face of the GOP old 
guard in favor of a rising new¬ 
comer aligned with President 
Donald Trump. 

But Minnesota Democrats also 
backed a national party leader 
who is facing accusations of do¬ 
mestic violence. He has denied 
the allegations, yet they threaten 
to undercut enthusiasm in his 
state and beyond. 

On the other side, Trump tight¬ 
ened his grip on the modern-day 
Republican Party as the turbu¬ 
lent 2018 primary season lurched 
toward its finale. A one-time 
Trump critic, former two-term 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, 
lost a comeback attempt he was 
expected to win. 

All but 10 states picked their 
candidates for November’s general 
election by the time the day’s final 
votes were counted. While the full 
political battlefield isn’t quite set, 
the stakes are clear: Democrats 
are working to topple Republican 
control of Congress and gover¬ 
nors’ offices across the nation. 

Four states held primaries 
Tuesday: Vermont, Connecticut, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. Kan¬ 
sas’ gubernatorial primary, which 
was held last week, was finalized 
when Republican Gov. Jeff Colyer 
conceded defeat. 

In Minnesota, Republican 
County Commissioner Jeff John¬ 
son defeated Pawlenty, who once 
called Trump “unhinged and 
unfit” and was hoping to regain 
his old post. In Wisconsin, Gov. 
Scott Walker, endorsed just this 
week by Trump, won the right to 
seek a third term. 


In Vermont, Democrat Chris¬ 
tine Hallquist won the Demo¬ 
cratic nomination in her quest to 
become the nation’s first trans¬ 
gender governor. The former 
chief executive of Vermont Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative bested a field of 
four Democrats that included a 
14-year-old. 

While she made history on 
Tuesday, Hallquist faces a dif¬ 
ficult path to winning the gover¬ 
nor’s race. Republican incumbent 
Phil Scott remains more popular 
with Democrats than members of 
his own party in the solidly lib¬ 
eral state. 

Vermont Democrats also nomi¬ 
nated Sen. Bernie Sanders, who 
hasn’t ruled out a second presi¬ 
dential run in 2020, for a third 
term in the Senate. The 76-year- 
old democratic socialist won the 
Democratic nomination, but he is 
expected to turn it down and run 
as an independent. 

Democrats appeared particu¬ 
larly motivated in Wisconsin, 
where eight candidates lined up 
for the chance to take on Walker. 

Walker’s strong anti-union poli¬ 
cies made him a villain to Demo¬ 
crats long before Trump’s rise. 
State schools chief Tony Evers, 


who has clashed with Walker at 
times, won the Democratic nomi¬ 
nation and will take on Walker 
this fall. 

Once a target of Trump criti¬ 
cism, Walkergainedthepresident’s 
endorsement in a tweet Monday 
night call¬ 
ing him “a 
tremendous 
Governor 
whohasdone 
incredible 
things for 
that Great 
State.” 

Trump 
also starred, 


ai leasi, m 
Wisconsin’s Senate primaries as 
Republicans try to deny Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin a 
second term. 

Longtime state lawmaker 
Leah Vukmir, who was backed 
by House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
won the Republican primary, 
even after struggling to explain 
footage recently unearthed from 
2016 in which she called Trump 
“offensive to everyone.” 

Tuesday’s primaries served 
as a test of Democratic enthu¬ 


siasm in the upper Midwest, a 
region that has long been associ¬ 
ated with liberal politics but has 
been trending red. Trump won 
Wisconsin by less than 1 per¬ 
centage point in 2016, becoming 
the first Republican presidential 
candidate to carry the state since 
1984. 

It was much the same in Min¬ 
nesota, where Trump lost by less 
than 3 percentage points in a 
state that hasn’t backed a Repub¬ 
lican presidential contender since 
1972. 

Nearly twice as many Minneso¬ 
ta Democrats as Republicans cast 
ballots in their parties’ respective 
gubernatorial primaries. 

Pawlenty had been considered 
the heavy favorite in a two-per¬ 
son Republican contest for his old 
job. But he struggled to adapt to 
a GOP that had changed drasti¬ 
cally since he left office in 2011 
and flamed out early in a 2012 
presidential bid. 

The former two-term governor 
strained to live down his Octo¬ 
ber 2016 comment that Trump 
was “unhinged and unfit for the 
presidency,” remarks that in¬ 
censed many Republican voters 
in Minnesota and beyond. John¬ 


son, his underfunded opponent, 
circulated Pawlenty’s critique far 
and wide, telling voters that he 
was a steadfast supporter of the 
president. 

Johnson will face Democrat¬ 
ic Rep. Tim Walz, who won a 
three-way race for his party’s 
nomination. 

Three Minnesota women won 
Senate nominations, including in¬ 
cumbent Democrats Amy Klobu- 
char and Tina Smith. 

Smith, who had been appointed 
to replace Democrat Al Franken, 
will face Republican state Sen. 
Karin Housley, ensuring a woman 
will hold the seat once held by 
Franken, who left Congress amid 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
toward women. 

Nationwide, a record number 
of women are running this year 
for governor and Congress. 

Meanwhile, a new scandal 
threatened to dampen Democrat¬ 
ic enthusiasm. 

Rep. Keith Ellison, the Demo¬ 
cratic National Committee’s 
deputy chairman, captured his 
party’s nomination in the race to 
become the state’s attorney gen¬ 
eral. That’s after Ellison’s candi¬ 
dacy was rocked by allegations 
over the weekend of domestic 
violence amid a broader national 
outcry against sexual misconduct 
by powerful men in business, en¬ 
tertainment and politics. 

Ellison has denied a former 
girlfriend’s allegations that he 
dragged her off a bed while 
screaming obscenities during a 
2016 relationship she said was 
plagued by “narcissistic abuse.” 

Also in Minnesota, Democrat 
Ilhan Omar, the nation’s first So- 
mali-American legislator, won 
her party’s congressional prima¬ 
ry in the race to replace Ellison. 

In Connecticut, Republican 
businessman Bob Stefanowski 
emerged from a field of five Re¬ 
publicans seeking to replace the 
unpopular outgoing governor, 
Democrat Dan Malloy. Former 
gubernatorial candidate Ned 
Lamont won the Democratic 
nomination. 

Connecticut Democrats picked 
former teacher of the year, Ja- 
hana Hayes, to run for the seat 
being vacated by Rep. Elizabeth 
Etsy, who is leaving Congress 
after bungling sexual abuse 
claims levied against a former 
staffer. Hayes could become the 
first black woman from the state 
to serve in Congress. 



Kansas governor concedes, says he will endorse GOP nominee 


By Roxana Hegeman 
Associated Press 

WICHITA, Kan. — Kansas Gov. Jeff 
Colyer says he will endorse Republican 
nominee for governor Kris Kobach after 
conceding in the state’s GOP primary in a 
surprise announcement a week after their 
neck-and-neck finish threatened to send 
the race to a recount. 

Colyer accepted defeat Tuesday evening 
after a review of some provisional ballots 
from most Kansas counties failed to find 


enough votes for him to overcome a deficit 
of 110 votes at the time of poll closing in the 
Aug. 7 primary, out of more than 311,000 
votes initially counted. Kobach, who was 
endorsed by President Donald Trump, has 
seen his lead widen as the counting of pro¬ 
visional ballots continues into next week 
across the state. 

“I’ve just had a conversation with the sec¬ 
retary of state and congratulated him on his 
success and repeated my determination to 
keep this seat in Republican hands,” Colyer 
said. “This election may be the closest in 


America. But the numbers are not there.” 

Kobach , 52, has a national conserva¬ 
tive following thanks to his strong stance 
against illegal immigration and his fer¬ 
vent defense of voter ID laws. He was vice 
chairman of the Trump administration’s 
election-fraud commission, though the 
commission eventually found no evidence 
to support Trump’s claims of widespread 
voter fraud in the 2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion. Kobach’s voter fraud efforts also took 
a hit in June when a federal judge found 
the proof-of-citizenship voter registration 


law he championed was unconstitutional. 

Colyer, by contrast, is far more low-key. 
The 58-year-old plastic surgeon from sub¬ 
urban Kansas City served as lieutenant 
governor for seven years and took over as 
governor in January, when Sam Brown- 
back resigned to become ambassador-at- 
large for international religious freedom. 

Kobach will go against Democrat Laura 
Kelly, and is likely to face independent can¬ 
didate Greg Orman, in the November gen¬ 
eral election in the decidedly conservative 
state. 
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Report: Pa. priests molested 1,000 children 


Grand jury finds systematic cover-up 
in cases of 300 Roman Catholic priests 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks during a news conference Tuesday about a grand 
jury’s investigation of clergy sexual abuse at the Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg, Pa. 


By Marc Levy 
and Mark Scolforo 

Associated. Press 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — A priest 
raped a 7-year-old girl while he 
was visiting her in the hospital 
after she’d had her tonsils re¬ 
moved. Another priest forced a 9- 
year-old boy into having oral sex, 
then rinsed out the boy’s mouth 
with holy water. One boy was 
forced to say confession to the 
priest who sexually abused him. 

Those children are among the 
victims of roughly 300 Roman 
Catholic priests in Pennsylvania 
who molested more than 1,000 
children — and possibly many 
more — since the 1940s, accord¬ 
ing to a sweeping state grand jury 
report released Tuesday that ac¬ 
cused senior church officials, 
including a man who is now the 
archbishop of Washington, D.C., 
of systematically covering up 
complaints. 

The “real number” of abused 
children and abusive priests 
might be higher since some se¬ 
cret church records were lost and 
some victims never came for¬ 
ward, the grand jury said. 

While the grand jury said dio¬ 
ceses have established internal 
processes and seem to refer com¬ 
plaints to law enforcement more 
promptly, it suggested that im¬ 
portant changes are lacking. 

“Despite some institutional 
reform, individual leaders of 
the church have largely escaped 
public accountability,” the grand 
jury wrote in the roughly 900- 
page report. “Priests were raping 
little boys and girls, and the men 
of God who were responsible for 
them not only did nothing; they 
hid it all.” 

Top church officials have most¬ 
ly been protected and many, in¬ 
cluding some named in the report, 
have been promoted, the grand 


jury said, concluding that “it is 
too early to close the book on the 
Catholic Church sex scandal.” 

In nearly every case, prosecu¬ 
tors found that the statute of limi¬ 
tations has run out, meaning that 
criminal charges cannot be filed. 
More than 100 of the priests are 
dead. Many others are retired 
or have been dismissed from the 
priesthood or put on leave. Au¬ 
thorities charged just two, includ¬ 
ing a priest who has since pleaded 
guilty. 

Attorney General Josh Shapiro 
said the investigation is ongoing. 

The investigation of six of 
Pennsylvania’s eight dioceses 
— Allentown, Erie, Greensburg, 
Harrisburg, Pittsburgh and 
Scranton — is the most extensive 
investigation of Catholic clergy 
abuse by any state, according 
to victim advocates. The dio¬ 
ceses represent about 1.7 million 
Catholics. 

Until now, there have been just 
nine investigations by a prosecu¬ 
tor or grand jury of a Catholic 
diocese or archdiocese in the 
United States, according to the 
Massachusetts-based research 
and advocacy organization, Bish- 
opAccountability.org. 

The Philadelphia archdio¬ 
cese and the Johnstown-Altoona 
diocese were not included in 
the investigation because they 
have been the subject of three 
previous scathing grand jury 
investigations. 

The grand jury heard from 
dozens of witnesses and reviewed 
more than a half-million pages 
of internal diocesan documents, 
including reports by bishops to 
Vatican officials disclosing the 
details of abusive priests that they 
had not made public or reported 
to law enforcement. 

The grand jury concluded that 
a succession of Catholic bishops 


and other diocesan leaders tried 
to shield the church from bad 
publicity and financial liabil¬ 
ity. They failed to report accused 
clergy to police, used confidenti¬ 
ality agreements to silence vic¬ 
tims and sent abusive priests to 
so-called “treatment facilities,” 
which “laundered” the priests and 
“permitted hundreds of known 
offenders to return to ministry,” 
the report said. 

The conspiracy of silence ex¬ 
tended beyond church grounds: 
police or prosecutors sometimes 
did not investigate allegations out 
of deference to church officials 
or brushed off complaints as out¬ 
side the statute of limitations, the 
grand jury said. 

Diocese leaders responded 
Tuesday by expressing sorrow 
for the victims, stressing how 
they’ve changed and unveiling, 
for the first time, a list of priests 
accused of some sort of sexual 


misconduct. 

James VanSickle of Pittsburgh, 
who testified he was sexually at¬ 
tacked in 1981 by a priest in the 
Erie Diocese, called the report’s 
release “a major victory to get our 
voice out there, to get our stories 
told.” 

The report is still the subject 
of an ongoing legal battle, with 
redactions shielding the identi¬ 
ties of some current and former 
clergy named in the report while 
the state Supreme Court weighs 
their arguments that its wrong¬ 
ful accusations against them vio¬ 
lates their constitutional rights. It 
also is expected to spark another 
fight by victim advocates to win 
changes in state law that lawmak¬ 
ers have resisted. 

Its findings echoed many ear¬ 
lier church investigations around 
the country, describing wide¬ 
spread sexual abuse and church 
officials’ concealment of it. U.S. 


bishops have acknowledged that 
more than 17,000 people nation¬ 
wide have reported being mo¬ 
lested by priests and others in the 
church. 

The report comes at a time of 
fresh scandal at the highest lev¬ 
els of the U.S. Catholic Church. 
Pope Francis last month stripped 
88-year-old Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick of his title amid al¬ 
legations that McCarrick had for 
years sexually abused boys and 
committed sexual misconduct 
with adult seminarians. 

One senior American church 
official named in the grand jury 
report is Cardinal Donald Wuerl, 
who leads the Washington arch¬ 
diocese, for allegedly helping to 
protect abusive priests when he 
was Pittsburgh’s bishop. Wuerl, 
who was bishop of the Pittsburgh 
diocese from 1988 to 2006, dis¬ 
puted the allegations. 


Release of abuse suspects stirs anger 


Power on in Puerto Rico 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

TAOS, N.M. — A judge’s decision to 
allow the release of an extended family 
accused of child abuse at a ramshack¬ 
le desert compound in New Mexico 
prompted a political uproar Tuesday by 
prominent Republican lawmakers. 

The controversy was stoked even fur¬ 
ther when court officials condemned 
threats of violence made against the 
judge who issued the ruling and evacu¬ 
ated several administrative court offices 
as a precaution. 

State District Court Judge Sarah 
Backus on Monday cleared the way for 
the release of four defendants, despite 
assertions by prosecutors that the group 
was training children to use firearms for 
an anti-government mission and should 
remain in jail pending trial. 

The father of a severely disabled boy 
who was kidnapped in Georgia will not 
be released because an arrest warrant 


has been issued for him in that state. 

Another defendant, Jany Leveille, was 
taken into custody by U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services on Tuesday, 
Taos County Sheriff Jerry Hogrefe an¬ 
nounced. The 35-year-old native of Haiti 
is the mother of six children taken into 
state custody during the compound raid. 

Eleven children were taken into cus¬ 
tody at the squalid compound near the 
Colorado border during an Aug. 3 raid 
by authorities who returned three days 
later and recovered the body of a small 
boy. 

Backus, an elected Democrat, said her 
decision to grant release to house arrest, 
with conditions such as wearing ankle 
monitors, was tied to recent reforms of 
the state’s pre-trial detention system that 
set a high bar for incriminating evidence 
needed to hold suspects without bail. 

Backus said Monday the state failed to 
provide evidence backing up key allega¬ 
tions in the case. 


Initiated by a statewide vote in 2016, 
New Mexico’s bail reforms are mod¬ 
eled after similar changes made in New 
Jersey and under consideration in Cali¬ 
fornia that reduce the role of money as 
a means of ensuring court appearances 
or making release impossible for poten¬ 
tially dangerous suspects. 

New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez, 
a former district attorney, said Tues¬ 
day she “strongly disagreed” with the 
judge’s decision and renewed her criti¬ 
cism of rules for pre-trial detention that 
are determined in part by the state Su¬ 
preme Court. 

“You have a person who is training 
kids to shoot up schools, they have a com¬ 
pound that is like a third-world country,” 
State Republican Party Chairman Ryan 
Cangiolosi said. “There’s a child’s body 
on the compound — I believe that allow¬ 
ing them to be released is absurd.” 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Power has been re¬ 
stored to all of Puerto Rico for the first time since 
Hurricane Maria struck nearly 11 months ago, offi¬ 
cials said Tuesday. 

The island’s electric utility announced that crews 
working in the southern city of Ponce reconnected 
the last neighborhood that had been offline since the 
Sept. 20 storm knocked out the U.S. territory’s power 
grid. 

The Ponce neighborhood was the last to be recon¬ 
nected to the grid because landslides and rough ter¬ 
rain made it difficult for crews from the electrical 
authority or contractors to reach the area to make 
repairs, said Carlos Alvarado, chief of technical op¬ 
erations for the power authority. 

Utility crews used a helicopter to replace wooden 
power poles knocked down in the storm with poles 
made of steel that officials hope will do a better job 
staying up during future storms. 

Power company spokesman Gerardo Quinones 
said that some individual homes around Puerto Rico 
may still be without power and that the island of Vi¬ 
eques continues to rely on generators. 
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White House 
admits erring 
on employment 
data for blacks 

By Anne Flaherty 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House has acknowledged error in 
its false claim that President Don¬ 
ald Trump created three times as 
many jobs for African-Americans 
than President Barack Obama. 

It was a rare admission of fault 
for an administration that fre¬ 
quently skews data and overstates 
economic gains. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said on 
Twitter late Tuesday that she had 
been wrong earlier that day when 
she told reporters that Obama 
created only 195,000 jobs for Afri¬ 
can-Americans during his tenure 
compared with Trump’s 700,000 
new jobs in just two years. 

The U.S. economy actually 
added about 3 million jobs for 
black workers during Obama’s 
tenure, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 

“President Trump in his first 
year and a half has already tri¬ 
pled what President Obama did 
in eight years,” she told reporters 
during a Tuesday press briefing. 

But that assertion is false. Of¬ 
ficial statistics show black jobs 
went from 15.5 million when 
Obama took office in January 
2008 to 18.4 million when he left 
in January 2017. 

In fact, the most dramatic drop 
in black unemployment came 
during the Obama administra¬ 
tion as the nation climbed out of 
a crippling recession. Unemploy¬ 
ment of black workers fell from 
16.8 percent in March 2010 to 7.8 
percent in January 2017. 

It is true that black workers 
under Trump have continued 
to see gains, reaching a record 
low of 5.9 percent in May. Still, 
the black unemployment rate is 
now nearly double that of whites, 
which is 3.4 percent. 

Sanders tweeted Tuesday: 
“Jobs numbers for Pres Trump 
and Pres Obama were correct, but 
the time frame for Pres Obama 
wasn’t. I’m sorry for the mistake, 
but no apologies for the 700,000 
jobs for African-Americans cre¬ 
ated under President Trump.” 

Sanders linked to a tweet 
by the White House Council 
of Economic Advisers, which 
claimed responsibility for the 
“miscommunication.” 


I’m sorry for the 
mistake, but no 
apologies for the 
700,000 jobs for 
African-Americans 
created under 
President Trump, f 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

White House press secretary, 


Prosecutor blasts 
‘Manafort and his 
lies' in his closing 



Jeffrey D. Allred, The Deseret NEWs/via AP 


Draper Battalion Chief Bart Vawdrey hugs a fellow firefighter during 
a press conference in Draper, Utah, on Tuesday. Battalion Chief 
Matthew Burchett was killed Monday fighting a fire in California. 

Firefighter killed in record 
Calif, blaze left Utah to help 


By Brady McCombs 

Associated Press 

DRAPER, Utah — Matthew 
Burchett said goodbye to his wife 
and 7-year-old son in early Au¬ 
gust, volunteering to travel with 
37 fellow firefighters from Utah 
to help battle record-setting blaz¬ 
es in California. 

Burchett was hit by a falling 
tree and died Monday night while 
fighting the largest blaze in Cali¬ 
fornia history, the Mendocino 
Complex Fire north of San Fran¬ 
cisco. Cal Fire division chief Todd 
Derum told the Press Democrat 
that Burchett was battling flames 
downstream of a dam when he 
and three other firefighters were 
hit by the tree. 

Cal Fire did not respond to 
questions about the condition of 
the other firefighters. 

In Utah, city and fire officials 
in the Salt Lake City suburb of 
Draper recalled Burchett as a 
veteran firefighter with extensive 
experience working on wildfires. 

“These men are American he¬ 
roes,” Draper Mayor Troy Walker 
said. “They literally stand in the 
fire to help other people. I don’t 
know how you get better than 
that. I know he was proud to do it. 
I know all of them are.” 

A large American flag flew at 
half-staff outside the town hall, 
and smaller American flags were 
put up lining the sidewalk. Bur¬ 
chett, 42, was one of five Draper 
firefighters who went to Califor¬ 
nia, Walker said. 

He had just started with the 
Draper Fire Department in May 
after 20 years with another Salt 
Lake City area fire department. 
He was a battalion chief who 
was hired to oversee the city’s 
wildland firefighting efforts, col¬ 
league Bart Vawdrey said. 

Burchett was a good man with 
a dry wit who was very profes¬ 
sional and a “master of his craft,” 
said Vawdrey, a fellow battalion 
chief. 

“It’s tough anytime you lose a 
brother,” Vawdrey said. “We get 
into this profession to help people, 
and Matt jumped at the chance to 
go assist in California.” 

Burchett was a captain with 
the Unified Fire Authority in Salt 
Lake City and left when Draper 
offered a promotion, said Keith 
Garner, a spokesman for Unified 


and former 
colleague. 

Garner 
said Bur¬ 
chett loved 
hiking, ski¬ 
ing and being 
outdoors and 
would go at 
least once 
a year on 
wildfire de¬ 
ployments. 
He went last year to California 
as Utah’s liaison, working on the 
ground and in the command cen¬ 
ters to establish strategy. 

Burchett’s younger brother is 
also a Unified firefighter, Garner 
said. His son was set to start first 
grade this month. 
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Associated Press 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Paul 
Manafort lied to keep himself 
flush with cash and then to main¬ 
tain his luxurious lifestyle when 
his income dropped off, pros¬ 
ecutors told jurors Wednesday in 
closing arguments at the former 
Trump campaign chairman’s fi¬ 
nancial fraud trial. 

The government’s case boils 
down to “Mr. Manafort and his 
lies,” prosecutor Greg Andres 
said. 

“When you follow the trail of 
Mr. Manafort’s money, it is lit¬ 
tered with lies,” Andres said as 
he made his final argument that 
the jury should focus on evidence 
the prosecutors have presented 
over the past few weeks and find 
President Donald Trump’s for¬ 
mer campaign chairman guilty 
of 18 felony counts. 

Attorneys for Manafort, who is 
accused of tax evasion and bank 
fraud, get their chance in front of 
jurors later Wednesday. Andres 
spoke for nearly two hours to the 
jury, which then broke for lunch. 

Manafort’s trial is the first 
to emerge from special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia inves¬ 


tigation, but it does not relate to 
Russian election interference or 
possible coordination with the 
Trump campaign — the main 
topics of Mueller’s probe. 

Several jurors took notes while 
Andres talked; others looked on 
attentively. Manafort primarily 
directed his gaze at a computer 
screen where documents were 
shown, rather than looking at ju¬ 
rors. The screen showed emails 
written by Manafort that con¬ 
tained some of the most damn¬ 
ing evidence that he was aware of 
the fraud and not simply a victim 
of underlings who managed his 
financial affairs. Andres high¬ 
lighted one email in which he 
said Manafort sent an inflated 
statement of his income to bank 
officers reviewing a loan applica¬ 
tion. He highlighted another in 
which Manafort acknowledged 
his control of one of more than 30 
holding companies in Cyprus that 
prosecutors say he used to funnel 
more than $60 million he earned 
advising politicians in Ukraine. 

Prosecutors say Manafort 
falsely declared that money to be 
loans rather than income to keep 
taxes on it. 
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NJ takes in $40.6M in first month of sports betting 


By Wayne Parry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — 
Sports betting is off and running 
in New Jersey, with three casinos 
and two racetracks taking in $40.6 
million in wagers in July, the first 
full month it was legal. 

Those figures were part of a re¬ 
port that showed that Hard Rock 
debuted as Atlantic City’s No. 3 
casino in terms of gambling rev¬ 
enue out of the nine casinos in 
town. Ocean Resort came in last 
in its first full month of operation. 

New Jersey won a U.S. Supreme 
Court case in May clearing the 
way for all 50 states to offer sports 
betting if they choose. Since bet¬ 
ting began in New Jersey on June 
14, more than $57 million in bets 
has been taken in, and additional 


The real test will come when companies 
get their sports book online, because 
that’s where most of the customers are 
expected to come from, f 


Jeff Gural 

The Meadowlands 


companies continue to join a rap¬ 
idly expanding market. 

July’s numbers were mainly 
posted by the Borgata and Ocean 
Resort casinos, and the Mon¬ 
mouth Park and Meadowlands 
racetracks. Bally’s casino began 
taking sports bets on July 30. 

Since then, Harrah’s and Re¬ 
sorts have started taking sports 
bets as well, but their rev¬ 
enue will not be reported until 


mid-September. 

And Wednesday morning, the 
Golden Nugget was to begin tak¬ 
ing in-person sports bets. 

The Meadowlands, about 6 
miles from New York City in 
East Rutherford, N.J., where the 
NFL’s New York Jets and Giants 
play, took in $1.35 million in July, 
having started taking bets on 
July 14. Monmouth Park, which 
started taking bets June 14, took 


in $856,280 in July, and has won 
$3.1 million since mid-June. 

Joe Asher, CEO of William 
Hill US, which runs the sports 
books at Monmouth Park and the 
Ocean Resort Casino, said he is 
“thrilled with the early numbers 
at both Monmouth and Ocean. 
They are clearly exceeding our 
expectations of where we thought 
we would be at this early stage. 
There’s no doubt the New Jersey 
sports betting market has a lot of 
potential.” 

Jeff Gural, who runs the Mead¬ 
owlands, where FanDuel oper¬ 
ates the sports book, said “it’s 
not a surprise, but it looks like 
we’re going to dominate the mar¬ 
ket. The real test will come when 
companies get their sports book 
online, because that’s where most 
of the customers are expected to 


China challenges US tariffs on solar panels 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China said it is 
challenging a U.S. tariff hike on 
solar panels before the World 
Trade Organization, adding to its 
sprawling conflicts with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump over trade 
and technology. 

The 30 percent tariffs an¬ 
nounced in January improperly 
help U.S. producers in violation of 
WTO rules, the Commerce Min¬ 
istry said. It said a formal com¬ 
plaint was filed Tuesday with the 
WTO in Geneva. 

The solar duties are separate 
from tariff hikes imposed by the 
Trump administration starting 
in July on Chinese imports in 
response to complaints Beijing 
steals or pressures companies to 


hand over technology. 

The duties also apply to imports 
of solar cells and modules from 
Europe, Canada, Mexico and 
South Korea. That strained rela¬ 
tions with U.S. allies. 

The Trump administration has 
defended the solar tariffs as nec¬ 
essary to protect American pro¬ 
ducers, saying import prices were 
unfairly low due to subsidies and 
other improper support. 

Washington took action under a 
1974 U.S. law instead of through 
the WTO. That led to complaints 
it was undermining the global 
trade body. U.S. officials say such 
action is necessary because the 
WTO lacks the ability to address 
Chinese trade tactics. 

China has tried to portray itself 
as a defender of the WTO-based 
trading system. It has attempted 


to recruit European and other 
governments as allies against 
Washington, but they echo U.S. 
complaints about Chinese market 
barriers and industrial policy. 

The European Union filed its 
own WTO complaint in June 
against Chinese technology poli¬ 
cies it said violate Beijing’s free- 
trade commitments. 

The U.S. solar action “seriously 
damaged China’s trade interests” 
and “also affects the seriousness 
and authority of WTO rules,” said 
a Commerce Ministry statement. 

WTO complaints begin with 
negotiations between parties to 
the dispute. If those fail, the case 
moves to a panel of experts who 
can decide whether the trade con¬ 
trols are improper. 

In their technology dispute, 
Washington imposed 25 percent 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


Dow Jones 
industrials 


Nasdaq 

composite 


112.22 

25,299.92 


51.19 

7,870.89 


18.03 

2,839.96 


17.26 

1,692.58 


come from.” 

Including all gambling revenue, 
the nine casinos took in $302 mil¬ 
lion in July, up 12.8 percent from 
a year ago. But that’s mainly be¬ 
cause two newly reopened casinos 
had their first full month of opera¬ 
tion in July, including Hard Rock, 
the former Trump Taj Mahal. It 
debuted as Atlantic City’s No. 3 
casino out of the nine now operat¬ 
ing in terms of revenue, with $32.7 
million. It trailed only Tropicana, 
at $37 million, and perennial lead¬ 
er Borgata, which won $76.6 mil¬ 
lion in July. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 16).$1.1618 

Dollar buys (Aug. 16).€0.8607 

British pound (Aug. 16).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Aug. 16).108.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 16).1,106.00 


duties on $34 billion of Chinese 
goods it said benefit from improp¬ 
er industrial policies. Beijing re¬ 
sponded with similar penalties. 

Another round of U.S. tariff 
hikes on $16 billion of Chinese 
goods is due to take effect Aug. 23. 
Beijing says it will retaliate. 


MARKET WATCH 


Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2671 

Canada (Dollar).1.3139 

China (Yuan). 6.9283 

Denmark (Krone).6.5976 

Egypt (Pound). 17.9250 

Euro.S1.1303/.8847 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8499 

Hungary (Forint).287.73 

Israel (Shekel). 3.6904 

Japan (Yen).110.75 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).8.4722 

Philippines (Peso).53.65 

Poland (Zloty).3.84 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3817 

South Korea (Won).1,136.87 

Switzerland (Franc). 0.9966 

Thailand (Baht).33.36 

Turkey (New Lira).6.0814 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


THURSDAY IN EUROPE 


FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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IF THOSE. BURGERS ON TWE 
GRILL SWELL GOOD To US, 
1WKG1NE HOW GOOD 
THEY SWELL TO 
THE DOG. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



I OFFERED TO HELP 
A CO-LJORKER, AND SHE 
STARTED DELEGATING 
TASKS TO r*\E LIKE I'fA 
HER SUBORDINATE. 


IS THE POINT OF 
YOUR BORING STORY 
THAT YOUR CO-UJORKER 
IS A NATURAL LEADER 
AND YOU'RE A UJItAP? 


I WAS VOUR 

LOOKING POINT 
FOR SOtAE THAT YOU 

ErAPATHY LOOK FOR 
tnFA hy. THINGSIN 


H£Y,f?^T.My \ THf ONE 
FPIEND THE 1 WHO 

turkeyis moved 
OH THE / TO THE 
PHONE. J ARCTIC o 



YEAH, HIE FEATHERS PONT KEEP 
HIM WARM ATAU. ANYWAYS, 
HE HEARD YOU GAVE UR BEER 
AND hlANTEP TO KNONIFIT HAS 
GRADUAL ORAU OF ACUMEN. 




YOU MAKE ME WANT TO 
DRINK AGAIN. 



olt.Gpt.w... 

WE'Vfc CPME our 
WUoLE UVEG 
NoT KNOWING 
WRM A CUPOLA 
\b. AND NO\N 
WE 6UPPRNLT 
CAN'T UVE- 
WVTRPUT oN£... 





AMERICA g£TRAY£P ITS 

J APANESE CITIZENS. STOLE 
THEIR HOMES. SHIPPEP THEM 
AT GUNPOINT TO CONCEN¬ 
TRATION CAMPS. PEMEANEP 
THEM. PEHUMANIZEP THEM. 
PECLAREP THEM TO BE 
ALIENS. ABUSEP THEM^y 

...BUT WHEN 1 
INTERVIEWEP FWE-YEAR- 
0LP GEORGE, HE WAS— OK. 

NOT HAPPY, BUT. . OK. * 

HIS PAP HAP T0LP HIM 8 
IT WAS ALL PART OF i 

THEIR VACATION _^ S 

WAIT... BACK UP... YOU'RE 
SAYING YOU SNUCK INTO 

AN AIR PUCT HERE IN 
CANPORVILLE- ANP 

1 CUMBEP OUT OF IT IN 
l AN INTERNMENT CAMP IN 
\ ARKANSAS IN THE YEAR _ , 

j — : 

THAT’S NOT IMPORTANT 
RIGHT NOW. IMPORTANT 
PART IS, KIPS CAN BE OK 
WITH ANYTHING... AS LONG 

AS THEY'VE GOT MOM ANP 
PAP THERE TO LIE TO TUEM. 





ytt nr 

-- F— 

COtA^OhJ r ^OhJhJ Y, \ j 1 j 

THAT OLD \ .— 

you cow ctgo.es- J 

££U_ AU&0 T-£Wftf5/ / r\> \ 








CO/SAE ON, OTTO, j HOW CAN OTTO 
LET'S GO READ / HELP VOSJ READ 
OUR MAGAZINES A MAGAZINES 




WKo am I kidding? I dent 
Wave "advanced algpritWmfi. 1 
I jud,t direle aimle££,ly, 
v Sucking up pet Wair. 




ZZ 




gM ARTIFICIAL SELF-LOATHING 



52 a Kick 
Out of You” 

53 Locus 

54 Coloring agent 

55 Bern’s river 

DOWN 

1 Large amount 

2 Vagrant 

3 Crunchy cookie 

4 Salad choice 

5 Bamboo eater 

6 Pirate’s chart 

7 Snarky speech 

8 Tea biscuit 

9 Hot dog 
condiments 

10 Web address 

11 Earth (Pref.) 

19 Parisian pal 
21 Six-pack 

muscles 

Answer to 


23 Uproar 
24103, in old 
Rome 

25 Sharpen 

26 Barber’s tool 

27 “I cannot tell —” 
28Talking bird 

32 Spotted, as 
a horse 

33 Puget Sound 
capital 

35 Stanley Cup org. 

36 UFO crew 

38 Stop 

39 Scalawag 

42 “Three Sisters” 
sister 

43 -do-well 

44 Appointment 

45 Small batteries 

46 MLB stat 
48 Author Tan 

Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Broadway 
offering 
5 Evening hrs. 

8 Overconfident 

12 “Downton 
Abbey” countess 

13 Bond rating 

14 Heal 

15 Genesis 
shepherd 

16 “Fresh Air” airer 

17 Capital on a fjord 

18 Gizmo 
20 Quitter’s word 
22 D-Day landing 

spot 

26 Blue Grotto isle 

29 CIA forerunner 

30 Carnival city 

31 “Frozen” 
snowman 

32 Comic DeLuise 

33 Thor’s father 

34 Soviet space 
station 

35 “Unh-unh” 

36 Commercial cow 

37 Shindig by 
the sea 

40 Iodine source 

41 Donny or Marie 
45 Bailiwick 
47 Trail the pack 

49 Entreaty 

50 Fortas and 
Lincoln 

51 Flightless bird 

8-16 CRYPTOQUIP 

RQNJ ICOPA GCBBVDPX DF 

JNWVHZ XCO BC PCHZ RVJQ 

BFJJVHZ OG JQCBF DVPPVNMA 

DNPPB? ZFJ MNIWVHZ! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: GUY WHO HAD A 
WRITING CAREER FOR ONLY A SHORT FRACTION 
OF HIS LIFE: A LIMITED-TIME AUTHOR. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals B 
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US, Mexico set 
to announce new 
plans on cartels 


By Michael Tarm 

Associated. Press 

CHICAGO — Top U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration of¬ 
ficials were scheduled to unveil 
new plans to combat Mexican 
drug cartels Wednesday in Chi¬ 
cago alongside members of the 
Mexican government and federal 
police, DEA officials told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

The announcement at a joint 
news conference is a public dis¬ 
play of bilateral cooperation amid 
ongoing tensions over President 
Donald Trump’s trade and im¬ 
migration policies, including over 
his vow to build a wall along the 
nearly 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican 
border. 

The new plans include putting 
greater emphasis on attacking 
cartels’ financial infrastructure. 

Plans also call for a new en¬ 
forcement group based in Chi¬ 
cago that will concentrate on 
international investigations of 
cartels. 

Matthew G. Donahue, director 
for the DEA’s North and Central 
American Region, told the AP 
on Tuesday that the U.S. wants 
to rely more on changes in the 
Mexican legal system in recent 
years designed to make evidence 
gathering and prosecutions more 
efficient. 

“The new game plan is ... pick 
up the speed and arrest more 
people, faster,” Donahue said. 
“That’s what we’re really trying 
to push — the cooperation that we 
currently have with Mexico to be 
a little more efficient, a little bit 
more aggressive.” 

He said the U.S. also intends to 
do more to help stem the flow of 
guns into Mexico that contributes 
to deadly violence in the coun¬ 
try. Donahue said around 31,000 
people were killed in Mexico last 
year, a new record for a single 
year. 

The DEA didn’t immediate¬ 
ly name the Mexican officials 


who were to attend the event in 
Chicago. 

Donahue said the targeting 
of top cartel brass will remain a 
core component of bids to disrupt 
the powerful syndicates. The big¬ 
gest trophy in this long-stand¬ 
ing kingpin strategy was Sinaloa 
Cartel leader Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, extradited to New York 
in 2017 to face U.S. trafficking 
charges. 

Sinaloa has dominated the 
drug supply to many U.S. cities, 
though the takedown of Guzman 
lessened its influence. Among 
up-and-coming cartels cutting 
into Sinaloa drug-market share is 
the Jalisco New Generation Car¬ 
tel, or CJNG, led by Nemesio Os- 
eguera Cervantes, also known as 
“El Mencho.” 

Last year, a DEA drug-threat 
report called CJNG “one of the 
most powerful and fastest grow¬ 
ing in Mexico and the United 
States.” It said the cartel’s prima¬ 
ry product is methamphetamine, 
with main U.S. distribution hubs 
in Los Angeles, New York, and 
Atlanta. 

A 2018 report by the University 
of San Diego’s Justice in Mexico 
said Guzman’s takedown “dra¬ 
matically reshaped the landscape 
of Mexican organized crime,” 
including by clearing the way 
for Cervantes and the CJNG to 
expand. 

The same report urged policy¬ 
makers not to rely as much on a 
strategy of going after kingpins 
and extraditing them to the U.S., 
saying it often had a “hydra-ef¬ 
fect,” in which a new series of 
drug lords emerge and without 
reducing the overall menace of 
cartels. 

Donahue defended the strat¬ 
egy to date, saying the U.S. and 
Mexico will “always go after the 
top dog” in a cartel and “always 
go after the entire organization.” 



Richard Drew/AP 


Thruvision suicide vest-detection technology reveals a suspicious object on a man, at left, during a 
Transportation Security Administration demonstration in New York’s Penn Station. Los Angeles is set to 
have the first mass transit system in the U.S. with body scanners that screen for weapons and explosives. 


LA to become first in nation to 
install subway body scanners 


By Michael Balsamo 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles’ subway will be¬ 
come the first mass transit system in the U.S. to 
install body scanners that screen passengers for 
weapons and explosives, officials said Tuesday. 

The deployment of the portable scanners, which 
project waves to do full-body screenings of passen¬ 
gers walking through a station without slowing them 
down, will happen in the coming months, said Alex 
Wiggins, who runs the Los Angeles County Metro¬ 
politan Transportation Authority’s law enforcement 
division. 

The machines scan for metallic and non-metal- 
lic objects on a person’s body, can detect suspicious 
items from 30 feet away and have the capability of 
scanning more than 2,000 passengers per hour. 

“We’re dealing with persistent threats to our 
transportation systems in our country,” said Trans¬ 
portation Security Administration Administrator 
David Pekoske. “Our job is to ensure security in the 
transportation systems so that a terrorist incident 
does not happen on our watch.” 

On Tuesday, Pekoske and other officials dem¬ 
onstrated the new machines, which are being pur¬ 
chased from Thruvision, which is headquartered in 
the United Kingdom. 

“We’re looking specifically for weapons that have 
the ability to cause a mass-casualty event,” Wiggins 
said. “We’re looking for explosive vests, we’re look¬ 
ing for assault rifles. We’re not necessarily looking 
for smaller weapons that don’t have the ability to in¬ 
flict mass casualties.” 

In addition to the Thruvision scanners, the agency 


is also planning to purchase other body scanners — 
which resemble white television cameras on tripods 
— that have the ability to move around and hone in 
on specific people and angles, Wiggins said. 

“We really want to be effective and we need the 
ability to have a fixed field of view, but we also need 
to be able to move that field of view as necessary,” 
Wiggins said. “Deploying these technologies to¬ 
gether gives us that accuracy and minimizes any 
delays.” 

Wiggins would not say how many of the machines 
were being purchased, but said they would be rolled 
out in subway stations in the “coming months.” Em¬ 
ployees and police officers first have to be trained 
on how to use the equipment. 

Signs will be posted at stations warning passen¬ 
gers they are subject to body scanner screening. 
The screening process is voluntary, Wiggins said, 
but customers who choose not to be screened won’t 
be able to ride on the subway. 

Passengers who rode down an escalator to ride 
the Metro Red Line at Union Station in Los Angeles 
on Tuesday were screened as Pekoske and other of¬ 
ficials looked on. But after the news conference and 
media demonstration, officials packed up the equip¬ 
ment and carted it off. 

The TSA tested body scanners in New York’s Penn 
Station in February and has also conducted tests at 
Union Station in Washington and at a New Jersey 
Transit station during the 2014 Super Bowl. 

Metro has previously tested several different types 
of body scanners, including airport-style screening 
systems where passengers walk through a scanner. 
The pilot program was meant to evaluate the accu¬ 
racy and capacity of the portable machines. 


EPA challenged safety of administration’s mileage freeze 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency 
privately challenged the Trump 
administration’s rationale for 
freezing Obama-era mileage stan¬ 
dards, saying the proposal would 
actually increase U.S. highway 
deaths. 

In announcing the mileage pro¬ 
posal earlier this month, officials 
with the EPA and Department 
of Transportation contended the 
mileage freeze would save about 


1,000 lives a year. But in a June 
email, senior EPA staffers told the 
Office of Management and Budget 
— the White House office charged 
with evaluating regulatory chang¬ 
es —that it would slightly increase 
highway deaths, by 17 annually. 

The “proposed standards are 
detrimental to safety, rather than 
beneficial,” William Charmley, 
director of the assessments and 
standards division of the EPA’s of¬ 
fice of transportation and air qual¬ 
ity, said in a June 18 interagency 


email, released Tuesday. 

While the Trump administra¬ 
tion has said it wants to freeze 
mileage standards after 2020, 
agencies are still seeking pub¬ 
lic comment on that and other 
options, EPA spokesman John 
Konkus said Tuesday. 

The Obama-era rules, which lay 
out years of increasingly tough¬ 
ened mileage standards, were 
one of the former administration’s 
biggest efforts against climate¬ 
changing tailpipe emissions and 


were also meant to lessen Ameri¬ 
cans’ overall dependence on the 
gas pump. 

A former EPA senior staffer, Jeff 
Alson, said Tuesday that the docu¬ 
ments released Tuesday showing 
the interagency discussions on 
the freeze made clear that “EPA 
career staff were totally ignored, 
despite DOT trying to deceive the 
public into thinking that EPA sup¬ 
ports the analysis.” 

Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman Karen Aldana de¬ 


fended the decision-making pro¬ 
cess. “As is typical for any joint 
rulemaking, the agencies provid¬ 
ed feedback to each other as they 
developed their policy and analy¬ 
sis for the proposal,” she said. 

Sen. Tom Carper, a Delaware 
Democrat and opponent of the 
mileage freeze, said the proposed 
rule “almost certainly will be 
struck down in court.” California 
and 16 other states already have 
filed suit to block any change in 
the fuel efficiency rules. 
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Nicola Mahfisi/AP 


The collapsed Morandi highway bridge is seen Wednesday in Genoa, northern Italy. 

Blame begins as death toll 
rises in Italy bridge collapse 


By Paolo Santalucia and Frances D’Emilio 

Associated Press 

GENOA, Italy — Italian emergency workers 
pulled two more bodies out of tons of broken con¬ 
crete and twisted steel Wednesday after a highway 
bridge collapsed in Genoa, raising the death toll in 
the disaster to at least 39 people. 

The collapse of the Morandi Bridge sent dozens of 
cars and three trucks plunging as much as 150 feet to 
the ground Tuesday as many Italian families were on 
the road ahead of Wednesday’s major summer holi¬ 
day. The collapse took place after a violent storm. 

Civil protection chief Angelo Borrelli confirmed 
Wednesday that 39 people had died and 15 were in¬ 
jured. Interior Minister Matteo Salvini said three 
children were among the dead. 

Working with heavy equipment, rescuers climbed 
over concrete slabs with sniffer dogs all through the 
night and into the day, searching for survivors or bod¬ 
ies. Borrelli said 1,000 of them were at the scene. 

Investigators, meanwhile, were working to deter¬ 
mine what caused a 260-foot long stretch of high¬ 
way to break off from the 150-foot high bridge in the 
northwestern port city. 

Italian politicians, for their part, were trying to 
find who to blame for the deadly tragedy. 

The 1967 bridge, considered innovative in its time 
for its use of concrete around its cables, was long 
due for an upgrade, especially since the structure 
was more heavily trafficked than its designers had 
envisioned. One expert in such construction, Anto¬ 
nio Brencich at the University of Genoa, had previ¬ 
ously called the bridge “a failure of engineering.” 

An unidentified woman who was standing below 
the bridge told RAI state TV that it crumbled Tues¬ 
day as if it were a mound of baking flour. 

Engineering experts, noting that the bridge was 
51 years old, said corrosion and weather could have 
been factors in its collapse. 

The Italian CNR civil engineering society said 
structures dating from when the Morandi Bridge 
was built had surpassed their lifespan. It called 
for a “Marshall Plan” to repair or replace tens of 
thousands of Italian bridges and viaducts built in 
the 1950s and 1960s. It said that simply updating 
or reinforcing the bridges would be more expen¬ 
sive than destroying and rebuilding them with new 
technology. 

Mehdi Kashani, an associate professor in struc- 



Luca Zennaro, ANSA/AP 


A truck lies on its side over the rubble of the 
collapsed Morandi highway bridge on Wednesday. 

tural mechanics at the University of Southampton in 
the U.K., said pressure from “dynamic loads,” such 
as heavy traffic or strong winds, could have resulted 
in “fatigue damage” in the bridge’s parts. 

Italy’s minister of transportation and infrastruc¬ 
ture, Danilo Toninelli, said there was a plan pending 
to spend $22.7 million on bids for significant safety 
work on the bridge. 

While the collapse’s cause is yet to be deter¬ 
mined, political bickering moved into high gear 
Wednesday. 

Toninelli, from the populist 5-Star Movement, 
threatened in a Facebook post that the state, if nec¬ 
essary, would take direct control of the highway 
contractor responsible for the bridge if it couldn’t 
properly care for the roads and bridges it was re¬ 
sponsible for. 

State radio reported Wednesday that some 5-Star 
lawmakers in 2013 had questioned the wisdom of an 
ambitious, expensive infrastructure overhaul pro¬ 
gram as possibly wasteful, but that a post about that 
on the Movement’s site was removed Tuesday after 
the bridge’s collapse. 

Within hours after the collapse, Salvini was try¬ 
ing to shift the blame away from Italy’s new popu¬ 
list government, vowing not to let European Union 
spending strictures on Italy, which is laden with 
public debt, stop any effort to make the country’s 
infrastructure safe. 


Turkey increases 
tariffs on US goods 


By Suzan Fraser 

Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey 
said Wednesday it is increasing 
tariffs on imports of certain U.S. 
products, including rice, cars, al¬ 
cohol and coal — escalating a feud 
with the United States that has 
helped trigger a currency crisis. 

The Turkish government said 
tariffs on American cars will 
be doubled to 120 percent while 
those on alcoholic drinks will 
be hiked by the same rate to 140 
percent. Overall, the duties will 
amount to $533 million, a rela¬ 
tively small sum that is unlikely 
to hurt U.S. companies much and 
appears meant instead to make a 
political point. 

Vice President Fuat Oktay 
said on Twitter that the tariffs on 
certain products were increased 
“within the framework of the 
principle of reciprocity in retali¬ 
ation for the deliberate economic 
attacks by the United States.” 

The tariffs come a day after 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan said Turkey would boycott 
U.S. electronic goods, singling 
out iPhones. He suggested Turks 
would buy local or Korean phones 
instead, though it was unclear how 
the boycott would be enforced or 


encouraged. 

Apple has 22 percent of the 
smartphone market in Turkey, 
where 11.4 million units were sold 
last year, according to Ramazan 
Yavuz, research manager at IDC 
consultancy company. 

Although preference for Apple 
products is strong, their already 
high prices are curbing demand, 
Yavuz said adding that the boy¬ 
cott “is expected to reduce Ap¬ 
ple’s performance in the country 
in the upcoming quarters.” 

The Turkish lira has dropped 
to record lows in recent weeks, 
having fallen some 42 percent so 
far this year. It recovered a bit, 
by 4 percent to around 6.12 lira 
per dollar Wednesday, after the 
government took steps to shore 
up the currency by reducing the 
daily limit in bank foreign cur¬ 
rency swap transactions. 

Also helping was Turkey’s deci¬ 
sion to release two Greek soldiers 
from prison on Tuesday, increas¬ 
ing prospects for improved rela¬ 
tions with the European Union. 

Presidential spokesman Ibra¬ 
him Kalin claimed Wednesday 
that a series of measures aimed 
at shoring up the Turkish cur¬ 
rency were taking effect and that 
he expected the lira to strengthen 
further. 


Court set to rule in case of 
Kim Jong Nam assassination 


By Eileen Ng 

Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
— Two Southeast Asian women 
on trial in Malaysia for the brazen 
assassination of the North Kore¬ 
an leader’s half-brother could be 
acquitted Thursday or called to 
enter their defense in a case that 
has gripped the world. 

Indonesia’s Siti Aisyah, 25, 
and Vietnam’s Doan Thi Huong, 
29, are accused of smearing VX 
nerve agent on Kim Jong Nam’s 
face in a crowded airport termi¬ 
nal in Kuala Lumpur on Feb. 13, 
2017. The women have said they 
thought they were taking part in a 
prank for a hidden-camera show. 

They are the only two suspects 
in custody and face the death pen¬ 
alty if convicted. If the defense is 
called, the trial could take several 
more months. 

If the women are acquitted, 
they may not be freed right away 
as prosecutors could still appeal 
the decision as well as push for¬ 
ward with separate charges for 
overstaying their visas. 

Over the course of the six- 
month trial featuring testimony 
from 34 people, prosecutors laid 
out a bizarre murder plot they lik¬ 
ened to something from a James 
Bond film. 

They accused four North Kore¬ 
ans, suspected government agents 
with code names such as “Mr. Y” 
and “Grandpa” and later identi¬ 
fied by police, of being the master- 



Daniel Chan/AP 


Siti Aisyah, left, and Doan Thi 
Huong are accused of smearing 
VX nerve agent on Kim Jong 
Nam’s face in an airport terminal 
in Kuala Lumpur 2017. 

minds who recruited the women, 
trained them and provided them 
with VX. All four fled the country 
the same morning Kim was killed 
and none are in custody. 

Lawyers for the two women say 
their clients were simply pawns 
in a politically motivated killing 
with clear links to the North Ko¬ 
rean Embassy in Kuala Lumpur. 

They say the prosecution’s case 
was too simplistic, handicapped 
by a sloppy investigation and 
failed to show any intention on the 
part of their clients to kill — key 
to establishing the women’s guilt. 

The defense said evidence has 
shown the women’s conduct be¬ 
fore and after the killing was in¬ 
consistent with that of assassins, 
pointing out that they didn’t wear 
gloves when applying VX, didn’t 
dispose of their tainted clothing 
and didn’t flee the country. 
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Courtesy of Bill York 


Bill York, 16, left, and Sgt. John R. York, 18. 



This occasional feature spotlights per¬ 
sonal stories of those who fought and 
the people who love them. Stars and 
Stripes cannot verify all details but 
does fact-check for historical accura¬ 
cy. If you have a war story to tell, email 
it to croley.tina@stripes.com. Not all 
submissions will be published. 


Fishing with Johnny 

Memories of a brother long lost to war 


By Bill York 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

O n Dec. 19, 1944, days 
before Gen. Anthony 
McAuliffe said “Nuts!” 
to the Germans in Bas- 
togne, Belgium, the Germans 
killed my brother. 

I lost my fishing buddy, who 
was my best friend. Johnny was a 
paratrooper in the 101st Airborne 
Division, two years older than me 
but not yet 21 when he died. At that 
time I was on board a Landing 
Craft Tank in the Mediterranean. 
We had returned to Palermo after 
the invasion of southern France. 
Communication was by V-mail 
(victory mail) and letters were 
often months late, but his mes¬ 
sage was uplifting at times when 
my spirit was being hammered. 
Johnny made fun of me for “float¬ 
ing around in bathtubs.” I said it 
was idiotic to jump out of perfect¬ 
ly good airplanes. Often he would 
ask me if I had learned anything 
about China. 

Johnny had a craze about 
China. He knew about the Boxer 
Rebellion and the Opium Wars. 
When we were young he would 
get a world map and show me the 
Great Wall and the Yangtze and 
Yellow rivers. He said there were 
more Chinese than any other na¬ 
tionality. I knew Johnny was the 
smartest brother in the world. 

I could find fishing worms by 
digging near the creek, where the 
cows grazed, and catch crawfish 
before the raccoons got to them. 
When we went fishing I always 
caught the biggest fish. 

He used his knowledge against 
me all the time. When I shot the 
first squirrel, he’d asked me a 
question about China to show me 
I wasn’t so smart. When I held my 
breath underwater longer than 
him, he’d ask me what years the 
Han Dynasty ruled China. He 
would smile when I didn’t know 
the answer. 

There’s a distinct advantage 
to being smart. You get to decide 
things. Like wolves, my brother 
and I established a pecking order 
early. When Johnny was a cowboy 
I had to be an Indian and be killed. 
When he was a general I had to be 
a buck private. That did not both¬ 
er me because I had the greatest 
general in the world. I understood 
that when we grew up he would 
be the sheriff and I would be his 
deputy, which was OK with me. 

Johnny was smart. He re¬ 
ceived two double promotions (in 
school). By the time I was a fresh¬ 
man he had graduated and was in 
the Army. I saw him in uniform 
one time. Then he was gone ... 
forever. 

In spite of rugged times during 
the Great Depression, our future 
seemed assured until the smart 
half of our team was killed in the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

My brother and I made youthful 
plans during the middle-1930s, in 
a coal-mining town in Indiana, 
during the time when the union 
kept miners out on strikes until 


there was little money for food. 
The Great Depression was in full 
swing. Johnny had talent for in¬ 
novation that emerged in our life 
when it was needed most, which 
permitted us to survive even in 
tough times. 

By the time I was 8 and Johnny 
was 10, we helped in our grand¬ 
father’s garden and raided the 
woods for black walnuts and hick¬ 
ory nuts, with mushrooms in the 
spring and hazelnuts and black¬ 
berries in the fall. We’d set box 
traps that produced rabbits all 
year long. Frequently we cleaned 
a rabbit and sold it to a teacher, 
who was one of the few people 
who had money. We could buy 
more rifle shells. We gigged frogs 
in sloughs and seined turtles and 
fish in creeks and ponds. 

After the plowing was done, 
we could saddle up horses and 
go into the woods and live off the 
land, day and night, for a couple of 
weeks. We took fishing poles and 
.22 caliber rifles. We lived on fish 
and squirrel 
and some¬ 
time we stole 
a watermelon 
and ears of 
corn from a 
nearby farm. 
We cooked 
our meals in 
an old, rusty 
galvanized 
bucket. 

We climbed 
gnarled vines 
tangled up 
high in the 
canopy and 
gave Tar- 
zan’s yell as 
we swung 
out over the 
creek and let 
go, plunging 
buck naked into the swimming 
hole. We chased phantom alliga¬ 
tors. We slept covered with dried 
grass and leaves. 

Liberty Magazine was a major 
publication when we were young. 

Johnny read where a leather 
dealer in Terre Haute wanted 
to buy furs and hides. We knew 
where muskrats and foxes could 
be caught. We knew about beaver 
dams. We knew where bobcats 
hunted. We stayed away from the 
swamp, said to be the home of a 
panther although only the town 
drunk had seen it. The rest of us 
heard scary screams sometimes 
at night. 

We hitchhiked to Terre Haute 
and spoke with the skin merchant. 
He sold us some traps and taught 
us how to set them. By the time 
I was 10 we were checking traps 
every morning before school. We 
got a quarter for a muskrat pelt 
and a dollar for a beaver. If we got 
a mink it was worth $3. Johnny 
took care of the money, explain¬ 
ing that he was our accountant 
even though I wasn’t sure what 
that meant. 

Maybe our trapping and hunt¬ 
ing together, when we were young, 
was the reason I devoted 50 years 


in the fur business. Over the 
years when cutting and sewing a 
fur garment, I would pretend my 
brother was helping me. Invari¬ 
ably, I would create a beautifully 
styled garment. 

Sometimes, late at night, when 
memories flood in unannounced, 
I get up and get the box from a 
shelf in my office and take out 
two Bronze Stars and two Purple 
Hearts. I polish them. I read the 
letter from President Franklin 
Roosevelt and I feel the “Scream¬ 
ing Eagles” patches. I study the 
picture of his youthful face and I 
wonder if he knew his death was 
imminent and if he felt lingering 
pain. With my eyes blurred I put 
his memorabilia back into the 
box. I go back to bed and stare at 
nothing with tears running down 
my cheeks and dawn still long 
hours away. 

I still spent time fishing, with 
less enthusiasm. The pain was 
always there. Sometimes, I would 
feel a close presence and often an 
unexplained question would pop 
into my mind, like, ‘What is the 
capitol of Mongolia?’ I would think 
for a time and find myself saying 
that I didn’t give a darn about 
Mongolia. Then it was hard to tie 
on my hooks with misted vision. 

I retired in 1991 at the age of 
64. It occurred to me that my 
brother would have been 66 and 
perhaps president of the United 
States, although Johnny always 
seemed a lot smarter than that. 
More than likely he would have 
headed up some university. I de¬ 
cided to take up fishing and write 
stories about my experience. In¬ 
stead of bass and catfish I often 
spend time in the Canadian wil¬ 
derness catching pike, trout, char 
and muskellunge. 

On my vacation one year I went 
to an isolated river in western On¬ 
tario. It is the home of muskie in 
sizes that will make you stare in 
disbelief. I caught six muskies, 
including three at over 30 pounds. 
I knew Johnny would have been 
proud of me. 

Sleep was elusive my last night 
there. I took a canoe and paddled 
a few miles upriver. I lifted my 
oar and drifted. The silence was 
peaceful. I thought about how our 
plans had been altered and how 
reality was so different than our 
teenage dreams. I lay on my back 
gazing at the heavenly panorama 
in the sky, which my brother had 
explained to me 50-some years 
ago. 

The Big Dipper was still there. 
The moon was bright and looked 
the same. Even though I could 
not see it, I remembered Johnny 
explaining that Halley’s comet 
would travel back around about 
now. The spectrum was like a 
dome of precious jewels reach¬ 
ing from horizon to horizon and 
maybe to infinity. I figured John¬ 
ny knew I was there, wishing he 
were with me. 

Echoing across the tundra, I 
heard the howling of timberwolves 
possibly foretelling the death of an 
elk or another of wildlife’s won¬ 


ders. A snowy owl on silent wings 
ghosted low between the moon 
and me. Loons exchanged haunt¬ 
ing messages upriver. A swirling 
bank of mist suddenly enveloped 
my canoe. 

I drifted off to sleep. In the 
darkness Johnny came out of the 
vapor and into the canoe with me. 
Our embrace was long. I want¬ 
ed it never to end. I felt the love 
and respect I had for him from a 
long time ago. I held a hand that 
I had not held in 50 years. I saw 
the same grin and blue eyes I had 
looked into with awe as we be¬ 
came teenagers. He asked me if I 
knew anything about China. 

I explained that China had a 
land mass of 3,691,500 square 
miles, including Taiwan and 
Tibet. I told Johnny that the popu¬ 
lation was well over a billion and 
that they were from Tungus, Chi¬ 
nese, Mongolian and Turkish eth¬ 
nic origins. I said their capitol was 
Beijing, and that Shanghai had 12 
million inhabitants. I wanted so 
desperately to impress my brother 
that details just kept gushing out. 

He stopped me and said. “I’ll be 
darned, my little brother finally 
got even with me, didn’t you?” I 
told him I had attended college 
because I wanted to be as smart 
as him. 

My finest muskie rod, with 
the tip bouncing, appeared in 
his hands. He was engaged with 
an enormous fish. I watched the 
scene unfold. He was a master an¬ 


gler, practicing the art of catching 
a trophy fish. He lifted the muskie 
into the boat. It had to be a record. 
He smiled that same crooked grin 
I recalled from our youth. 

“You were right, little brother,” 
Johnny said. “China isn’t that im¬ 
portant. Catching the biggest fish 
is what counts.” 

I smiled, “I’ll be darned. You 
just had to get even again didn’t 
you?” He said he learned the tech¬ 
nique so he could catch a fish big¬ 
ger than mine. 

I awakened with the sun com¬ 
ing over the top of the trees and 
felt a kink in my neck. I glanced 
across the river and realized I 
was alone. I couldn’t explain the 
feeling that came over me but I 
knew, somehow, I had been fish¬ 
ing with Johnny again. 

Mist swirled near my canoe. I 
spoke aloud to a vaguely discern- 
able figure. I thanked him for 
fishing with me. I said I wanted 
him to go with me again, soon. 
Slowly, very slowly, my brother 
faded away into the morning fog. 

For some moments I had to 
keep my eyes tightly closed to 
hold back 60 years of pent-up 
emotions. After a while, I discov¬ 
ered it wasn’t possible. The dike 
ruptured. 

I returned to the lodge to the 
aroma of bacon. I was hungrier 
than I had been in six decades. 

Email Bill York, who writes for the 
Gwinnett Citizen, at Sioux2222@gmail. 


By the 
time I 
was a 
freshman 
he had 
graduated 
and was in 
the Army. 

I saw him 
in uniform 
one time. 
Then he 
was gone 
... forever. 
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THE CENSUS 


3M 


The number of pop tabs Jim Spinier, of Medford, Minn., has collected over the last 30 years. After reaching 3 
million tabs, Jim has one goal left. He’s scrambling to get every last tab before donating his bounty for scrap to help 
families at Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House. Spinier plans to deliver his pop tabs to Ronald McDonald House 
next June after loading them on a trailer for Medford’s annual parade. 




Hugh Carey, (Frisco, Colo.) Summit Daily News/AP 


A Trove of gold 


Ambrose Jordan, 7, looks inside the Aurous Trove, an art installation by Nikki Pike along the Iowa Hill Trail, on Monday. Aurous Trove is part 
of the Breckenridge, Colo., International Festival of the Arts, which runs through Aug. 21. The environmental awareness installation sits next 
to Iowa Hill Mine to remind visitors of the history of the gold rush. 


Bear makes an unlikely 
stop at a liquor store 

BRISTOL — A bear 
I took a stroll into an un¬ 
likely snack venue — a Connecti¬ 
cut liquor store. 

The mid-sized creature lum¬ 
bered across a parking lot in 
Bristol on Monday, getting close 
enough to the entrance of Crazy 
Bruce’s Liquors to trigger a sen¬ 
sor that automatically opened an 
outer door. 

The Hartford Courant reported 
video from inside shows the bear 
walking around the foyer while 
an employee locks an inner door. 

The bear eventually figured 
out how to leave, and the state De¬ 
partment of Energy and Environ¬ 
mental Protection was notified. 

Deputies rescue women 
stranded on unicorn raft 

U I STARK — It was not 
IVI a fairy tale, but a res¬ 
cue on a Minnesota lake did in¬ 
volve a rainbow unicorn. 

A sheriff’s deputy and a reserve 
deputy from the Chisago County 
Sheriff’s Office spotted a group of 
five women on a large, inflatable 
rainbow unicorn floating on Fish 
Lake on Saturday. 

KMSP-TV reported the depu¬ 
ties pulled their squad car over 
and asked the women for a photo, 
but noticed the raft was stuck in 
weeds. One deputy threw a rope 
to the women while the other re¬ 
corded a video. 

Deputy Scotty Finnegan, who 
threw the rope, said the women 
would have had trouble getting 
out of the mucky lake unassisted. 

Victory Day celebrated; 
debate lingers on name 

m PROVIDENCE — Rhode 
Island continues to mark 
the end of World War II as a state 
holiday, although it remains the 
only state in the U.S. to do so. 

Every few years, state residents 
debate changing the name of Vic¬ 
tory Day or doing away with it 
entirely. 

Rhode Island made the day 
an official holiday in 1948, com¬ 
memorating the announcement of 
Japan’s surrender in World War 
II. The holiday is now observed on 
the second Monday of August. 

The most recent effort to get rid 
of the holiday was in 2013 when 
state lawmakers considered a 
measure to allow businesses to 
designate state holidays such as 
Victory Day as floating holidays 
for employees. 

The effort failed amid opposi¬ 
tion from labor unions and veter¬ 
ans groups. 

Firefighters repair roof 
damaged by hurricane 

P| ORLANDO — A fire- 
I Mm fighter installing free 
smoke detectors in a Florida 
neighborhood noticed the roof 
on a 70-year-old man’s home was 
still heavily damaged from Hur¬ 
ricane Irma. 

So Felix Marquez called about 
a dozen off-duty and retired Or¬ 
lando firefighters to help. Mar¬ 
quez and another firefighter spent 
about $3,500 to buy the supplies. 
The Orlando Sentinel reported 


they replaced the rotted wood on 
Bob Thomas’ roof Sunday after¬ 
noon with sturdy plywood. 

Thomas told the newspaper 
the Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency denied him aid 
after Irma because of prior roof 
damage. He’s been trying to fix 
the leaks himself. 

Some state residents 
will get new area code 

QA COLUMBIA — Some 
South Carolina resi¬ 
dents will have a new area code 
in less than two years. 

The North American Num¬ 
bering Plan Administration an¬ 
nounced the new area code of 839 
to overlay the existing 803 area 
code which covers the central 
part of the state. It will take effect 
in 2020. 

A news release by the admin¬ 
istration said the South Carolina 
Public Service Commission ap¬ 
proved the area code overlay to 
ensure the availability of tele¬ 
phone numbering that’s most ef¬ 
ficient and least confusing while 
keeping possible disruption to a 
minimum. 


All existing customers will 
retain 803 and will not need to 
change their telephone numbers. 

Police rescue wedding 
party from flooded road 

|k| | BOGOTA—Police came 
HI J to the rescue when heavy 
downpours flooded a street, trap¬ 
ping a bride, groom and their 
wedding party in a car. 

It happened Saturday in Bogota 
as storms spread across northern 
New Jersey. 

Video posted by police on Face- 
book shows the bride in her gown 
on the roof of the car, which had 
water midway up its grill. Po¬ 
lice used a Humvee to make the 
rescue. 

Endangered condors 
to be released 

VERMILION CLIFFS 
f\^m — Arizona’s Game and 
Fish Department invited the pub¬ 
lic to witness the release of en¬ 
dangered California Condors at 
Vermilion Cliffs National Monu¬ 
ment next month. 


The state agency said the re¬ 
lease of several young captive- 
bred condors is planned for 11 
a.m. on Sept. 22. 

The Peregrine Fund will over¬ 
see the release atop the dramatic 
red cliffs in northern Arizona 
near the state’s border with south¬ 
ern Utah. 

The California Condor popu¬ 
lation dwindled to just 22 in 
the 1980s, when an effort was 
launched to save the species from 
extinction. As of July 25, there 
were nearly 500 California Con¬ 
dors in the wild. 

Dog loose on interstate 
can’t resist teddy bear 

||i| it SPRINGFIELD — A 
I wlA% dog could not resist 
being lured away from a busy 
Massachusetts highway by a 
teddy bear. 

The Massachusetts State Police 
got multiple calls of a dog dashing 
through traffic on Interstate 291 
in Springfield on Sunday. 

MassLive.com reported Troop¬ 
er Corey Brown responded and 
saw a Doberman pinscher run¬ 


ning down a lane. Brown grabbed 
a stuffed pink teddy bear from 
his cruiser. The dog loved it and 
grabbed it quickly, following com¬ 
mands to sit. 

The dog has been returned un¬ 
harmed to the owner, who lives 
near the highway. 

Man charged over gun 
in son’s backpack 

11 EDWARDSVILLE — An 
I L Illinois man was charged 
with reckless conduct after au¬ 
thorities said his 4-year-old son 
found a gun in a backpack his 
father had taken to him at day 
care. 

The Belleville News-Democrat 
reported that authorities said 
Joshua Finley, 32, of Maryville, 
packed a “nap time bag” that 
also contained sheets and blan¬ 
kets, then took it to a day care in 
Glen Carbon on July 2. The child 
opened the bag a few minutes 
later and found the gun. 

The day care told parents the 
child immediately took the gun to 
a teacher, and police were called. 
From wire reports 















Page 18 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, August 16,2018 


FACES 


Willing to fight 


Constance Wu’s battle 
for ‘Crazy Rich Asians’ 
part of a bigger crusade 


I 



Rebecca Cabage, Invision/AF 


Constance Wu — in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Aug. 4 — stars in the new film “Crazy Rich Asians.” The “Fresh Off the Boat” star emailed the 
director of “Crazy Rich Asians” to fight for the role of Rachel Chu. 



By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

ice Wu had resigned herself to the fact that “Crazy 
lAsians” was not going to work out for her. She was 
under contract for her sitcom “Fresh Off the Boat”, both 
were filming in the fall, and that was that. “Crazy Rich 
Asians” would be the first studio-made Asian-American 
in 25 years, and Wu, who has established herself as 
iader for Asian-American representation in Holly- 
1 , would have to sit this historic moment out. 

But then, feeling “kind of dramatic,” and thinking about 
the significance of the project to her and untold number 
of Asian-Americans who make it a point to tell her their 
stories because of her tweets and “Fresh Off the Boat,” Wu 
decided to give it one last shot and composed an email to 
“Crazy Rich Asians” director Jon M. Chu. 

“I said, I know the dates don’t work out and whoever you 
cast, I will be the first in line and I will be their No. 1 fan and 
supporter, but I did want to let you know that I would put 
110 percent of my heart into this project and I know what 
to do with it and how to carry a movie and if you can just 


wait for me, I don’t think you’ll re¬ 
gret it,” Wu, 36, said. “I did NOT 
think this email would work. I did 
it more for me so that I felt that 
I had told my truth. But then he 
read it and said, ‘You guys, we’ve 
got to push the production.’” 

Sitting in a restaurant at the 
Beverly Wilshire, a hotel famous 
for co-starring in another Cinder¬ 
ella story, “Pretty Woman,” and 
sipping on grapefruit juice and 
sparkling water, Wu is describ¬ 
ing how “Crazy Rich Asians,” out 
nationwide Wednesday, is also a 
kind of Cinderella story. Based 
on the first book in author Kevin 
Kwan’s popular trilogy, Wu’s 
character, Rachel Chu, is a mid¬ 
dle-class economics professor 
from the U.S. who finds herself 
navigating the upper echelons of 



Singapore’s wealthy classes when 
her boyfriend Nick Young takes 
her home for a wedding and to 
meet his disapproving family and 
all the jealous women also vying 
for the attention of the “prince.” 

“It’s a fairy tale, it really is,” 
Wu said. “And there are a lot of 
different shoes in the movie!” 

A native of Richmond, Va., and 
a classically-trained theater ac¬ 
tress with a passion for musicals, 
Wu has been working toward a 
moment like this her whole life, 


and taking it very seriously. Dur¬ 
ing the shoot, she wouldn’t go 
out with her co-stars for karaoke 
nights or have a drink after a long 
day of work. She wanted to be 
clear of mind and she’d already 
promised her director that she 
was going to give it her all. 

She knew how unlikely it was 
that she’d ever get an opportunity 
as an Asian-American woman to 
lead a studio movie. 

“Even a terrific actress like 
Sandra Oh was always No. 2 or 
No. 3 in the movie, she was never 
No. 1 unless it was an independent 
movie,” said Wu, who is not shy 
about saying that she only wants 
to go out for roles where she is 
the No. 1 star. It’s a drive that has 
made some uncomfortable. 

“People are like, ‘Who do you 
think you are?’ And it’s like, ‘I 
guess I think I’m a talented actor 
and I guess I’m not a person who 
is going to let you make me feel 
small anymore,”’ she said. 

But Wu isn’t interested in mak¬ 
ing people feel comfortable at the 
expense of her truth, which is why 
at least part of her time is spent 
amplifying underrepresented 
voices on Twitter, even knowing 
that it’s affected her employment 
opportunities. 

Wu once heard from a friend 
that her liberal boyfriend said he 
didn’t like Wu’s politics. “I’m like, 
‘Does he not like my politics or 
does he not like that I have poli¬ 
tics?’ And she asked him and he 
was like, “ ‘Oh, I guess it’s that,’ ” 
Wu said. 

Fame, she said, is silly in that 
regard. She thinks it’s “dumb” 
that she has a bigger voice than 
other people, like journalists or 
academics who are more studied 
in discourse on race and intersec- 
tionality. But, she realized that 
while she has this platform, she 
can at least do some good with it. 

Henry Golding, who plays Nick, 
is in awe of Wu’s fortitude. 

“She’s such a role model for so 
many people. She has a backbone, 
which a lot of people don’t. She’s 
not afraid of saying what’s on her 
mind and really driving home 
what she thinks should be done, 
or what’s not happening in the 
industry that should be happen¬ 
ing,” said Golding. “She’s going 
to go down as a real fighter and 
someone who can act the socks 
off anything. She is Rachel Chu.” 


‘Not an easy time’ for Chris Pratt after firing of writer-director James Gunn 


From wire reports 

Chris Pratt says “it’s not an easy time” 
as he and the rest of the “Guardians of the 
Galaxy” cast look to the future of the hit su¬ 
perhero franchise after Disney fired writ¬ 
er-director James 
Gunn. 

Pratt told The As¬ 
sociated Press in an 
interview Tuesday 
that he stands behind 
social media posts 
saying he hopes Gunn 
can be reinstated for 
the next movie. 

“It’s not an easy 
time. We all love 
James and he’s a good 
friend of ours, but we 
also really love play¬ 
ing the Guardians of the Galaxy. It’s a com¬ 
plicated situation for everybody. And you 
know, we just want to move forward and do 
what’s right and be the best people we can 


be,” Pratt told the AP. 

Gunn was fired last month as director of 
“Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3” because 
of old tweets that recently emerged where 
he joked about subjects like pedophilia and 
rape. 

He has apologized for the tweets, which 
were posted from 2008 to 2011. 

Pratt spoke to the AP at a bar in Los An¬ 
geles after meeting with seven disabled 
athletes who are being sponsored to run in 
the New York Marathon by Michelob Ultra. 
The 39-year-old actor, a spokesman for the 
beer brand, said it was “shocking” to hear 
news of Gunn’s firing during Comic-Con in 
San Diego. 

“I love going to Comic-Con but I ended 
up not doing a lot of interviews around that 
time just because it was so shocking. All I 
know is we put a lot of time, thought and 
effort into the statement that we released 
about it. And I think we all kind of want that 
statement to be essentially what we have to 
say about it. And we were pretty clear and 
honest about how we feel,” Pratt said. 


Disney sparks backlash 
with 'Jungle Cruise’ casting 

Disney has reportedly cast British come¬ 
dian Jack Whitehall in the upcoming film 
“Jungle Cruise” as the studio’s first openly 
gay character — but the decision has been 
met with backlash, as Whitehall is straight. 

News of Whitehall coming on board was 
first reported by British tabloid The Sun, 
which claimed the actor would be playing a 
“hugely effete, very camp” gay character. 

“This is a huge gig for Jack and has 
landed him his biggest ever paycheck,” a 
source told the outlet. “But, more excit¬ 
ingly, he is playing a gay man. It’s a dream 
role. Disney’s always been incredibly sup¬ 
portive of the LGBTQ community.” 

Whitehall, 30, is reportedly set to play 
the brother of Emily Blunt’s character. She 
stars alongside Dwayne (The Rock) John¬ 
son in the film, which is based on the popu¬ 
lar Disney Parks riverboat ride. 

But not all were pleased with the 


decision to bring on the star, including 
actor Omar Sharif Jr. “Really @Disney 
#JungleCruise ? Your first significant gay 
role will be played by a straight white man 
perpetuating stereotypes? Fail! This ship 
should sink,” he wrote on Twitter. 

Others did defend Whitehall, citing other 
pop culture examples of gay actors playing 
straight characters. 

“Jungle Cruise” is set for release in Oc¬ 
tober 2019. 

Other news 

■ An original cast member on the Bravo 
reality TV show “Southern Charm” has an¬ 
nounced he’s quitting. News outlets report 
Thomas Ravenel, 56, tweeted Tuesday 
that he’s not doing the show anymore, say¬ 
ing the show took advantage of him. 

■ Aerosmith announced Wednesday 
that the Aerosmith: Deuces are Wild resi¬ 
dency would kick off April 6, 2019, at the 
Park Theater in Las Vegas. 

From wire reports 
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By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

A merica is reaching for the sun in 
literal terms, beginning the next 
chapter in our nation’s historic 
exploration of outer space. Before 
the sun came up, the Parker Solar Probe 
began a monumental journey soaring to¬ 
ward our closest star. 

At 3:31 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time on 
Aug. 12, gigantic engines on the United 
Launch Alliance IV Heavy rocket literally 
lit up the sky as the mission began. NASA’s 
latest venture is in some respects especial¬ 
ly ambitious. 

Observers ranging from scientists to lay 
people have equal opportunity to reflect 
on the significance of this latest giant leap 
into space. Unfortunately, President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s promotion of a military force 
for outer space and other sensational sto¬ 
ries are upstaging this truly historic news. 

If successful, the Parker mission will 
travel faster than any space craft ever has. 
The goal is to fly through the corona, the 
outer atmosphere of the sun. 

The namesake of this mission is Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago astrophysicist Eugene 
Parker, who predicted in the 1950s that 
the sun is “outgassing,” meaning sending 
out a constant intense stream of charged 
particles, now called “solar wind.” Fellow 
scientists initially rejected Parker’s hy¬ 
pothesis, sometimes aggressively. Howev- 


By Tim Kustusch 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

W hen news emerged that im¬ 
migrants who had enlisted 
in the U.S. Army through the 
Military Accessions Vital to 
the National Interest (MAVNI) program 
were being discharged because their back¬ 
ground checks had not been completed or 
because they have relatives abroad, the 
public outcry was immediate. Given the 
broader anti-immigrant sentiment that has 
overtaken our national rhetoric, many im¬ 
mediately saw the news as a sign that this 
sentiment was spilling over into our mili¬ 
tary recruitment policy. 

The good news, however, is that those 
discharges have since been halted while 
the process itself is reviewed. Court re¬ 
cords indicate that a few recruits posed a 
potential threat, which in turn prompted 
Army officials to consider how they could 
preserve the benefits of the program while 
ensuring that those who mean us harm 
don’t slip through the cracks. 

It’s a worthwhile endeavor, and the Army 
should be applauded for taking it so seri¬ 
ously. Ensuring that our military remains 
open to foreign-born recruits who desire to 
serve is crucial. First, it honors the com¬ 
mitment that hundreds of thousands of 
foreign-bom servicemen and women have 
made since the Revolutionary War, when 
immigrants from France, Poland, Ireland, 
Prussia and other nations risked their lives 
to help our country gain its independence. 
This tradition has carried on through all 
of our country’s wars. Immigrants have 
fought alongside U.S. citizens in theaters 
around the world, including on American 
soil during our own Civil War. 

Second, while all of our men and women 
in uniform display unparalleled commit¬ 
ment to our country, many of those who 
have grown up in less free and less pros¬ 
perous societies appreciate what the U.S. 
stands for much more than those of us 
who were born here. While working with 
refugees and other immigrants over the 
past five years at World Relief, I’ve met 


er, research and analysis over the past six 
decades have fully confirmed his insights. 

Parker, 91, was present for the launch. 
The probe carries his picture and a copy of 
his seminal 1958 paper on the subject. 

A memory card on the space probe holds 
this data along with the names of no less 
than 1.1 million people who responded to 
NASA’s show-biz invitation to “kiss the 
sun.” Among them is William Shatner of 
“Star Trek.” 

Parker had enormous difficulty getting 
his initial paper on outgassing from the sun 
published. “The Astrophysical Journal” 
published the essay after Parker appealed 
directly to the editor, Subrahmanyan Chan¬ 
drasekhar, a colleague and collaborator at 
the University of Chicago. The reviewers 
had found no errors; they just did not like 
his hypothesis. 

During August-December 1962, the Mar¬ 
iner II spacecraft confirmed the existence 
of solar wind, vindicating Parker’s work. 
This mission experienced grave technical 
problems after launch, but controllers on 
Earth refused to give up. President John 
F. Kennedy deserves credit for making po¬ 
litical as well as financial support for space 
exploration a national priority. 

In January 2004, President George W. 
Bush reconfirmed the priority of distant 
space flight, to include a manned mission 
to Mars. Bush’s low-key announcement 
contrasts with JFK’s dramatic 1961 public 
commitment to a manned mission to the 


dozens of young men and women who have 
enlisted or tried to enlist in the Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, Marines and Navy. 
They have many motivations for joining 
the service, but they share a primary moti¬ 
vation: to repay the security, freedom and 
opportunity that their new home country 
has provided to them. What many of us 
take for granted, they are willing to give 
their lives for. 

My own grandfather — who came to the 
U.S. from Austria as a young boy — ea¬ 
gerly showed up to an Army enlistment of¬ 
fice during World War II to serve his new 
home country and defend his old one from 
the Nazis. He was turned away for medical 
reasons, however, and having to sit on the 
sidelines haunted him. Like many foreign- 
born residents, he desperately wanted to 
serve the nation that had welcomed him. 

Finally, immigrants are vital to the suc¬ 
cess of our military in today’s wars. When 
I enlisted in the Army 18X Special Forces 
Recruit program in 2013, I was looking 
forward to putting to use the language 
and cross-cultural skills I had acquired 
while living and working abroad. But my 
skills paled in comparison to those of the 
tens of thousands of foreign-born service- 
members currently on active duty. As wars 
become increasingly irregular and battles 
are fought by winning the hearts and 
minds of civilians, a global perspective, 
foreign-language skills and the ability to 
communicate with people of other cultures 
should be considered assets, not liabilities. 
Immigrants make our military stronger. 

President George W. Bush recognized 
this when, in 2002, he signed an execu¬ 
tive order to expedite the naturalization 
of non-citizens who had served on active 
duty since Sept. 11, 2001. This order laid 
the groundwork for the MAVNI program, 
which — seven years later — was put into 
place to attract foreign-born residents who 
had critical medical and/or language skills 
that the military urgently needed. 

Among the 200 infantry and Special 
Forces recruits I trained alongside at Fort 
Benning, Ga., were soldiers who had been 
born in Sudan, Jamaica, Egypt, Mexico, 


moon, reflecting changed times. 

There are good reasons for exploration. 
Global cooperation among rival nations is 
encouraged. Examples include the 2005 
joint Russia-U.S. project in Kazakhstan 
to launch a satellite. The powerful Soyuz- 
FG rocket was a product of the old Soviet 
Union. The two-ton Galaxy 14 satellite was 
a capitalist tool built by Orbital Satellites 
Corp. for PanAmSat Holding Corp. 

Science often holds an olive branch. Dur¬ 
ing the height of the Cold War, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower fostered scientific 
exchange. In the late 1950s, Ike leveraged 
scientific cooperation during the Interna¬ 
tional Geophysical Year into demilitariza¬ 
tion of Antarctica. Eisenhower’s example 
generally was followed by immediate suc¬ 
cessor administrations, important given 
Kennedy’s great emphasis on space. In 
1967, the U.S. ratified the Outer Space 
Treaty, a comprehensive agreement on 
peaceful uses of space under United Na¬ 
tions authority that remains in effect. 

Currently in very practical terms, Sino- 
American along with Russian-American 
relations could benefit from cooperation to 
explore Mars, build on the Parker mission 
and pursue other ventures. Space coop¬ 
eration could include the European Union, 
Brazil, India, Japan, South Korea and oth¬ 
ers. NASA’s show-biz dimension might 
even generate White House attention. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor at 
Carthage College and author of “After the Cold War.” 


Ukraine and several other countries. 
Sure, they had accents, and some were 
not citizens yet, but when we were out on 
the shooting range or running our train¬ 
ing exercises, we were all Americans. And 
we were preparing to fight, live and die to¬ 
gether as Americans. 

I was injured during basic training and 
never made it to my unit. Eight surgeries 
later, I spend much of my time in a physical 
therapy clinic in the suburbs of Chicago, 
thinking of my fellow soldiers — citizen 
and immigrant alike — who are deployed 
around the world, serving our country and 
risking the ultimate sacrifice. They have 
done much more to earn the title of U.S. 
citizen than I will ever be able to do. 

Protecting our nation’s security is a 
complicated endeavor. And if there are 
particular individuals who pose a threat to 
our country, they should certainly be pre¬ 
vented from standing alongside the men 
and women who serve honorably. But if we 
want to maintain a globally relevant fight¬ 
ing force and honor some of our most en¬ 
during and cherished national values, we 
must ensure that anti-immigrant rhetoric 
and sentiment does not seep into the very 
institution that is designed to defend and 
protect those values. 

In his farewell address, President Ron¬ 
ald Reagan concluded by articulating what 
he envisioned when he described America 
as a “shining city upon a hill.” Here is how 
he defined it: “[I]n my mind it was a tall, 
proud city built on rocks stronger than 
oceans, wind-swept, God-blessed, and 
teeming with people of all kinds living in 
harmony and peace; a city with free ports 
that hummed with commerce and creativ¬ 
ity. And if there had to be city walls, the 
walls had doors and the doors were open 
to anyone with the will and the heart to get 
here.” 

Let us ensure that our country’s doors 
remain open to those who would fight and 
die for our city on a hill. 

Tim Kustusch is the partnership manager at 
World Relief DuPage/Aurora in Illinois and was 
previously a member of WRDA’s Immigrant Legal 
Services team. 


Foreign-born troops fight hard for America 
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when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

stars s-j Stripes. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 




You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 
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Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
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You’ve never felt more like a local. 
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Look inside tv the BEST o t the 
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Whether you are searching for the best Sunday brunch in Okinawa or a family 
friendly get away in Germany, one of our FREE publications will help you embrace 
your new home so you can live your new adventure to the fullest. 


Available online at 

stripes.com/special-publications 
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Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Force: 
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in the European Theater of Operations 
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For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Activated C-UTL 
Blake Swihart from the 10-day DL. Desig¬ 
nated C Dan Butler for assignment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Placed RHP 
Trevor Bauer on the 10-day DL. Recalled 
LHP Tyler Olson from Columbus (IL). 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned 
INF Jose Fernandez to Salt Lake (PCL). 
Selected 3B Taylor Ward from Salt Lake. 
Transferred OF Chris Young to the 60-day 
DL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Acquired RHP 
Shane Baz from Pittsburgh to complete 
the trade that sent RHP Chris Archer to 
the Pirates. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Acquired OF Alex¬ 
ander Ovalles from the Chicago Cubs to 
complete am earlier trade for LHP Cole 
Hamels and cash considerations. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Acquired RHP 
Brian Baker from Colorado to complete 
an earlier trade. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Placed RHP 
Scott Oberg on the paternity list. Re¬ 
called INF Garrett Hampson from Albu¬ 
querque (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Acquired 
RHP Jake Thompson from the Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies for cash considerations and 
optioned him to Colorado Springs (PCL). 
Designated RHP Alec Asher for assign- 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Recalled 
RHP Trevor Gott and selected the con¬ 
tract of LHP Tim Collins from Syracuse 
(IL). Optioned LHP Sammy Solis to Syra¬ 
cuse. Placed RHP Ryan Madson on the 
10-day DL. Transferred RHP Erick Fedde 
to the 60-day DL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Signed G Derrick 
Walton Jr. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed WR 
Austin Wolf. Released WR Rashad Ross. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed LB Roquan 
Smith. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Signed LB 
Kyle Coleman. Waived DL Albert Havili. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Activated OT 
Donald Penn from the PUP list. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Released 
CB Orlando Scandrick. Waived-injured 
LB Alex McCalister. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed D 
Ryan Ellis to an eight-year contract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Re-signed D 
Steven Santini to a three-year contract. 

COLLEGE 

BROWN - Named Jennifer Hunter as¬ 
sociate director of athletics for diversity 
& inclusion initiatives. 

EAST CAROLINA — Announced special 
advisor to the chancellor for athletics 
Dave Hart has agreed to a three-month 
extension. 

JOHNSON C. SMITH - Announced the 
resignation of sports information direc¬ 
tor K.C. Culler. 

MARYLAND — Fired strength and con¬ 
ditioning coach Rick Court. 


Fight schedule 

Aug. 17 

At Fantasy Spring Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Andrew Cancio vs. Dardan Ze- 
nunaj, 10, junior lightweights; Yoshihiro 
Kamegai vs. Greg Vendetti, 10, junior 
middleweights. 

Aug. 18 

At Cebu City, Philippines, Donnie Ni- 
etes vs. Aston Palicte, 12, for vacant WBO 
junior bantamweight title. 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Carl 
Frampton vs. Luke Jackson, 12, for 
Frampton’s WBO interim featherweight 
title; Cristofer Rosales vs. Paddy Barnes, 
12, for Rosales’ WBC flyweight title; 
Tyson Fury vs. Francesco Pianeta, 10, 
heavyweights. 

At Sands Bethlehem (Pa.) Casino and 
Event Center, Sullivan Barrera vs. Seanie 
Monaghan, 10, light heavtweights. 

At Ocean Resort Casino, Atlantic City, 
N.J., Bryant Jennings vs. Alexander Dimi- 
trenko, 12, heavyweights; Jesse Hart vs. 
Mike Gavronski, 10, for Hart’s NABF su¬ 
per middleweight title. 

Aug. 19 

At Moscow, Arnold Khegai vs. Remmy 
Igga, 10, junior featherweights. 

Aug. 24 

At The Armory, Minneapolis, Jamal 
James vs. Mahonry Montes, 10, welter¬ 
weights; Willie Monroe Jr. vs. Immanu- 
wel Aleem, 10, middleweights; Jamonty 
Clark vs. Jeison Rosario, 10, junior mid¬ 
dleweights. 


College football 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Tennis 


Amway Coaches Top 25 

The preseason Amway Top 25 football 
poll, with first-place votes in parenthe¬ 
ses, 2017 records, total points based 
on 25 points for first place through one 
point for 25th, and final ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Alabama (61) 13-1 1621 1 

2. Clemson (3) 12-2 1547 4 

3. Ohio State (1) 12-2 1458 5 

4. Georgia 13-2 1452 2 

5. Oklahoma 12-2 1288 3 

6. Washington 10-3 1245 15 

7. Wisconsin 13-1 1243 6 

8. Miami (Fla.) 10-3 1091 13 

9. Penn State 11-2 1050 8 

10. Auburn 10-4 1004 12 

11. Notre Dame 10-3 892 11 

12. Michigan State 10-3 870 16 

13. Stanford 9-5 768 19 

14. Michigan 8-5 752 - 

15. Southern California 11-3 691 10 

16. TCU 11-3 530 9 

17. Virginia Tech 9-4 524 25 

18. Mississippi State 9-4 407 20 

19. Florida State 7-6 328 - 

20. West Virginia 7-6 310 - 

21. Texas 7-6 265 - 

22. Boise State 11-3 261 22 

23. Central Florida 13-0 259 7 

24. LSU 9-4 254 18 

25. Oklahoma State 10-3 168 14 

Others receiving votes: South Caro¬ 
lina 138; Florida 135; Oregon 105; Utah 
81; Northwestern 67; Texas A&M 67; Kan¬ 
sas State 35; Florida Atlantic 27; Boston 
College 23; Memphis 23; North Carolina 
State 22; Arkansas State 19; Troy 19; Ap¬ 
palachian State 16; San Diego State 15; 
Iowa 8; Iowa State 8; Kentucky 8; Wash¬ 
ington State 7; South Florida 6; Duke 5; 
Fresno State 4; Louisville 3; Arizona 2; 
Houston 2; Army 1; Northern Illinois 1. 


Pro football 


NFL preseason 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 
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N.Y. Jets 
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10 0 
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.000 31 17 
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.000 10 16 
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.000 24 21 
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0 1 0 .... . — 
Thursday, Aug. 9 
New Orleans 24, Jacksonville 20 
Pittsburgh 31, Philadelphia 14 
Carolina 28, Buffalo 23 
Cleveland 20, N.Y. Giants 10 
Tampa Bay 26, Miami 24 
Cincinnati 30, Chicago 27 
New England 26, Washington 17 
Baltimore 33, L.A. Rams 7 
Green Bay 31, Tennessee 17 
Houston 17, Kansas City 10 
Indianapolis 19, Seattle 17 
San Francisco 24, Dallas 21 
Friday, Aug. 10 
N.Y. Jets 17, Atlanta 0 
Oakland 16, Detroit 10 

Saturday, Aug. 11 
Minnesota 42, Denver 28 
Arizona 24, L.A. Chargers 17 
Thursday's games 
Philadelphia at New England 
N.Y. Jets at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Green Bay 
Friday’s games 
N.Y. Giants at Detroit 
Kansas City at Atlanta 
Miami at Carolina 
Buffalo at Cleveland 
Arizona at New Orleans 

Saturday’s games 
Jacksonville at Minnesota 
Oakland at L.A. Rams 
Cincinnati at Dallas 
Tampa Bay at Tennessee 
San Francisco at Houston 
Chicago at Denver 
Seattle at L.A. Chargers 
Monday's game 
Baltimore at Indianapolis 

NFL calendar 

Sept. 1 — Final cutdown to 53-man 
roster. 

Sept. 6 — Regular season opens: At- 
— ---’ilph’- 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 14 4 6 48 50 28 

New York 15 6 2 47 45 23 

New York City FC 14 5 5 47 48 31 

Columbus 11 7 6 39 31 29 

Philadelphia 9 11 3 30 32 39 

Montreal 9 13 3 30 31 41 

New England 7 8 8 29 38 38 

Orlando City 7 15 2 23 37 57 

Toronto FC 6 12 5 23 39 44 

Chicago 6 14 5 23 35 49 

D.C. United 5 9 6 21 33 38 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
FC Dallas 12 5 6 42 37 30 

Sporting KC 11 6 6 39 42 30 

Portland 10 4 7 37 34 27 

LA Galaxy 10 8 7 37 48 42 

Los Angeles FC 10 7 6 36 45 39 

Real Salt Lake 10 9 5 35 34 41 

Vancouver 9 9 6 33 38 47 

Seattle 9 9 5 32 26 26 

Minnesota United 9 13 2 29 38 48 

Houston 7 10 6 27 39 34 

Colorado 6 12 6 24 31 40 

San Jose 3 13 7 16 33 43 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, Aug. 11 
Columbus 1, Houston 0 
Philadelphia 3, New England 2 
New York 1, Chicago 0 
Colorado 2, San Jose 1 
Montreal 1, Real Salt Lake 1, tie 
Minnesota United 2, LA Galaxy 2, tie 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Los Angeles FC 0 
Vancouver 2, Portland 1 
Sunday, Aug. 12 

New York City FC 3, Toronto FC 2 
D.C. United 3, Orlando City 2 
Seattle 2, FC Dallas 1 

Tuesday's game 
Colorado 2, LA Galaxy 2, tie 
Wednesday’s games 
Portland at D.C. United 
Real Salt Lake at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday’s games 
LA Galaxy at Seattle 
New York at Vancouver 
New York City FC at Philadelphia 
Chicago at Montreal 
Minnesota United at FC Dallas 
Portland at Sporting Kansas City 
Real Salt Lake at Houston 
Toronto FC at San Jose 

Tuesday 

Rapids 2, Galaxy 2 

Colorado 0 2—2 

Los Angeles 0 2—2 

Second half— 1, Los Angeles, Cole, 
1 (Pontius), 59th minute. 2, Colorado, 
Castillo, 3, 74th. 3, Los Angeles, Lletget, 
3 (Kamara), 78th. 4, Colorado, Jackson, 2 
(Castillo), 83rd. 

Goalies— Colorado, Tim Howard; Los 
Angeles, David Bingham. 

Yellow Cards— Ford, Colorado, 27th; 
Romney, Los Angeles, 50th; Carrasco, Los 
Angeles, 73rd. 

A— 16,231 (27,000) 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 15 1 5 50 44 16 

Seattle 10 4 6 36 23 15 

Portland 9 6 5 32 32 24 

Orlando 8 7 6 30 29 30 

Chicago 7 4 8 29 27 23 

Utah 7 7 7 28 17 20 

Houston 7 8 5 26 25 31 

Washington 2 14 4 10 11 28 

Sky Blue FC 0 14 4 4 15 36 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 
Chicago at Seattle 

Friday’s game 
Washington at Houston 

Saturday’s games 
Utah at Sky Blue FC 
Orlando at North Carolina 
Chicago at Portland 

Tuesday, Aug. 21 
Houston at Seattle 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

x-Atlanta 22 10 .688 - 

x-Washington 20 11 .645 114 

X-Connecticut 19 13 .594 3 

Chicago 12 20 .375 10 

New York 7 24 .226 14Vz 

Indiana 5 26 .161 I6V2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


x-Seattle 
x-Los Angeles 
x-Phoenix 
x-Minnesota 
Dallas 
Las Vege 
x-clii 


L Pet 

8 .750 
19 13 .594 

18 14 .563 

17 15 .531 

14 18 .438 10 


lanta at Philadelphia. 


13 18 .419 IOV2 

inched playoff spot 
Tuesday’s games 
Connecticut 96, Dallas 76 
Chicago 91, Minnesota 88 
Los Angeles 74, New York 66 
Wednesday's games 
Washington at Indiana 
New York at Las Vegas 

Thursday's games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
Los Angeles at Washington 
Minnesota at Connecticut 
Las Vegas at Dallas 
New York at Seattle 
Atlanta at Phoenix 


Cincinnati Masters 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Tuesday 

At The Lindner Family Tennis Center 
Mason, Ohio 

Purse: Men, $5.67 million (Masters 

1000); Women, $2.87 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Hyeon Chung, South Korea, def. Jack 
Sock, United States, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Milos Raonic, Canada, def. Dusan La- 
jovic, Serbia, 6-3,6-3. 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Filip 
Krajinovic, Serbia, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Philipp 
Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-4, 6-2. 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Daniil Med¬ 
vedev, Russia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Nick Kyrgios (15), Australia, def. Denis 
Kudla, United States, 6-7 (2), 7-5, 7-6 (9). 

David Goffin (11), Belgium, def. Stefa- 
nos Tsitsipas, Greece, 7-5, 6-3. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Hu¬ 
bert Hurkacz, Poland, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (6). 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-3, 6-4. 

Second Round 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Lucas 
Pouille (16), France, 7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, 6-4, 6-4. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Kyle 
Edmund (14), Germany, 6-4, 7-5. 

Women 
First Round 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Naomi 
Osaka, Japan, 6-3, 7-6 (8). 

Elise Mertens (15), Belgium, def. Mag¬ 
dalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Ana 
Bogdan, Romania, 6-3, 6-2. 

Ashleigh Barty (16), Australia, def. 
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 
6-3, 7-5. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, def. Allie Ki- 
ick, United States, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3. 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Timea Babos, Hungary, 6-3, 6-4. 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Varvara Lep- 
chenko, United States, 2-6,6-3, 6-1. 

Karolina Pliskova (9), Czech Republic, 
def. Agnieszka Radwanska, Poland, 6-3, 
6-3. 

Kiki Bertens, Netherlands, def. Coco 
Vandeweghe, United States, 6-2, 6-0. 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Anastasija 
Sevastova, Latvia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
def. Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 6-1, 6-0. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Daria Ka¬ 
satkina (12), Russia, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3. 


LPGA Tour statistics 

Through Aug. 5 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 69.44. 2, Jin Young 
Ko, 69.694. 3, Minjee Lee, 69.727. 4, Jes¬ 
sica Korda, 69.783. 5, Brooke M. Hender¬ 
son, 69.984. 6, In Gee Chun, 70.0. 7, Amy 
Yang, 70.022. 8, Lexi Thompson, 70.041. 9, 
Moriya Jutanugarn, 70.068. 10, So Yeon 
Ryu, 70.131. 

Driving Distance 

1, Yani Tseng, 275.8 2, Maude-Aimee 
Leblanc, 275.1 3, Lexi Thompson, 274.0 4, 
Emily Tubert, 273.1 5, Angel Yin, 272.2 6, 
Sung Hyun Park, 271.6 7, Madelene Sag- 
strom, 270.2 8, Brooke M. Henderson, 
270.0 9, Brittany Lincicome, 269.6 10, Jes¬ 
sica Korda, 269.6. 

Greens in Regulation 

1, Jin Young Ko, .778. 2, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, .753.3, Brooke M. Henderson, .749.4, 
Shanshan Feng, .743. 5, Chella Choi, .743. 
6, Charley Hull, .741. 7, Austin Ernst, .741. 

8, Anna Nordqvist, .740. 9, Minjee Lee, 
.739. 10, Amy Olson, .738. 

Putts per GIR 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 1.72. 2, Inbee 
Park, 1.75. 3, Moriya Jutanugarn, 1.75. 
4, Jessica Korda, 1.75. 5, Sei Young Kim, 
1.76. 6, In Gee Chun, 1.76. 7, Sakura Yoko- 
mine, 1.76. 8, So Yeon Ryu, 1.76. 9, Nasa 
Hataoka, 1.76. 10, Bronte Law, 1.76. 

Birdies 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 327. 2, Moriya 
Jutanugarn, 283. 3, Sei Young Kim, 280. 
4, Charley Hull, 276. 5, Minjee Lee, 264. 
6, Brooke M. Henderson, 260. 7, Carlota 
Ciganda, 257. 8, So Yeon Ryu, 247. 9, Jin 
Young Ko, 243. 10, Austin Ernst, 229. 

Eagles 

1, Lexi Thompson, 12. 2, Ariya Juta¬ 
nugarn, 11. 3 (tie), Moriya Jutanugarn 
and Emily Pedersen, 10. 5, Jessica Korda, 

9. 6, Peiyun Chien, 8. 7 (tie), 7 tied with 7. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Karrie Webb, .636.2, Shanshan Feng, 
.627. 3, Georgia Hall, .621. 4, Minjee Lee, 
.606. 5, Jacqui Concolino, .600. 6, Nasa 
Hataoka, .597. 7, Amy Yang, .596. 8, Lydia 
Ko, .587.9, Pannarat Thanapolboonyaras, 
.585. 10 (tie), Wei-Ling Hsu, and Simin 
Feng, .583. 

Rounds Under Par 

1, Inbee Park, .744. 2, Carlota Ciganda, 
.742. 3, Charley Hull, .734. 4, Minjee Lee, 
.727. 5, Shanshan Feng, .725. 6, Jessica 
Korda, .717. 7, Ariya Jutanugarn, .707. 
8, Lexi Thompson, .694. 9, Jin Young Ko, 
.694. 10, Lydia Ko, .688. 

LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through Aug. 5 

Trn Money 


Second Round 

Caroline Garcia (6), France, def. Victo¬ 
ria Azarenka, Belarus, 6-4,7-5. 

Kristina Mladenovic, France, def. Vik¬ 
toria Kuzmova, Slovokia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Elina Svitolina (5), Ukraine, def. Svet¬ 
lana Kuznetsova, Russia, 7-6 (1), 4-6, 6-4. 

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, def. 
Serena Williams, United States, 6-3, 2-6, 


6-3. 


Doubles 


First Round 

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus, New Zealand, def. Richard 
Gasquet and Adrian Mannarino, France, 
6-1, 6-2. 

Sam Querrey and Rajeev Ram, United 
States, def. Steve Johnson and Frances 
Tiafoe, United States, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Feliciano and Marc Lopez, Spain, def. 
Karen Khachanov, Russia, and Lucas 
Pouille, France, 6-7 (11), 6-4, 10-8. 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Alexander 
Peya, Austria, def. Pablo Carreno Busta, 
Spain, and Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-3, 5- 
7, 11-9. 

Women 
First Round 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Anasta¬ 
sia Rodionova, Australia, def. Dalila Jak- 
upovic, Slovenia, and Renata Voracova, 
Czech Republic, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 

Lucie Hradecka, Czech Republic, and 
Ekaterina Makarova (7), Russia, def. 
Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States, 
and Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, 5-7, 
4-4 retired. 

Elise Mertens, Belgium, and Demi 
Schuurs (6), Netherlands, def. Ajla Tom- 
Ijanovic, Australia, and Zheng Saisai, 
China, 6-3, 6-2. 

Johanna Konta, Britain, and Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Raquel Atawo, 
United States, and Anna-Lena Groene- 
feld, Germany, 6-1, 6-0. 

Alize Cornet, France, and Aleksandra 
Krunic, Serbia, def. Lauren Davis and Ni¬ 
cole Gibbs, United States, 6-0. 6-1. 

Sabrina Santamaria and Kaitlyn Chris¬ 
tian, United States, def. Irina-Camelia 
Begu and Monica Niculescu (8), Roma¬ 
nia, 7-5, 7-5. 

Nicole Melichar, United States, and 
Kveta Peschke (5), Czech Republic, def. 
Monique Adamczak, Australia, and Lyud- 
myla Kichenok, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-3. 

Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Lidziya 
Marozava, Belarus, def. Daria Gavrilova, 
Australia, and Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, 
6-4, 6-0. 

Second Round 

Barbora Krejcikova, Russia, and Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova (1), Czech Republic, def. 
Raluca Olaru, Romania, and Vera Zvonar- 
eva, Russia, 4-6, 6-4, 10-7. 


3. Minjee Lee 18 

4. Nasa Hataoka 17 

5. Sung Hyun Park 16 

6. Brooke M. Henderson 19 

7. In bee Park 11 

8. Moriya Jutanugarn 20 

9. Carlota Ciganda 17 

10. Sei Young Kim 18 

11. Jin Young Ko 17 

12. Jessica Korda 13 

13. Hyo Joo Kim 16 

14. Lydia Ko 18 

15. Georgia Hall 15 

16. Lexi Thompson 13 

17. Brittany Lincicome 15 

18. Pernilla Lindberg 18 

19. Shanshan Feng 14 

20. Charley Hull 17 

21. Eun-HeeJi 16 

22. Michelle Wie 15 

23. Lizette Salas 16 

24. Danielle Kang 15 

25. Austin Ernst 17 

26. Marina Alex 16 

27. Caroline Masson 17 

28. Pornanong Phatlum 18 

29. Wei-Ling Hsu 18 

30. Amy Yang 14 

31. Azahara Munoz 16 

Champions Tour 
money leaders 

Through Aug. 5 


$984,524 

$952,134 

$914,262 

$899,553 

$878,137 

$865,053 

$847,971 

$807,946 

$796,578 

$735,288 

$701,601 

$688,128 

$648,650 

$616,157 

$588,918 

$587,120 

$574,168 

$568,476 

$565,285 

$551,815 

$515,349 

$506,057 

$490,102 

$474,704 

$470,775 

$466,406 

$438,726 

$434,071 

$433,243 


1. Jerry Kelly 15 

2. Miguel Angel Jimenez 14 

3. David Toms 15 

4. Bernhard Langer 15 

5. Scott McCarron 16 

6. Paul Broadhurst 15 

7. Vijay Singh 12 

8. Tim Petrovic 14 

9. Steve Strieker 6 

10. Joe Durant 16 

11. Gene Sauers 17 

12. Tom Lehman 16 

13. Scott Parel 16 

14. Jeff Maggert 14 

15. Kevin Sutherland 16 

16. Kirk Triplett 14 

17. Brandt Jobe 14 

18. Colin Montgomerie 15 

19. Kenny Perry 10 

20. Paul Goydos 16 

21. Glen Day 15 

22. Tom Pernice Jr. 17 

23. Wes Short, Jr. 16 

24. Lee Janzen 15 

25. Mark Calcavecchia 16 

26. Rocco Mediate 15 

27. Duffy Waldorf 17 

28. Woody Austin 16 

29. Billy Andrade 15 

30. Steve Flesch 14 

31. Jesper Parnevik 15 


Money 

$1,542,509 

$1,485,013 

$1,412,767 

$1,328,029 

$1,201,770 

$1,100,736 

$1,077,200 

$997,713 

$926,235 

$875,598 

$765,706 

$703,847 

$685,696 

$663,312 

$644,614 

$636,813 

$627,203 

$569,309 

$567,359 

$538,832 

$521,052 

$518,192 

$513,837 

$493,633 

$481,499 

$471,397 

$442,562 

$436,060 

$416,453 

$402,010 

$364,626 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/MLB 


Briefly 

Ex-Cowboy Bryant 
to visit Browns 


Associated. Press 

BEREA, Ohio — Dez Bryant’s 
going to meet with the Browns. 
Depending on how things go, he 
could stay awhile. 

The free agent wide receiver 
scheduled a visit with Cleveland 
on Thursday, and the anticipated 
stopover could lead to the three¬ 
time Pro Bowler signing with a 
team craving more playmakers. 

Bryant, who was released by 
the Dallas Cowboys in April after 
eight seasons, has shown previous 
interest in joining the Browns. 
Last week, Bryant posted on Twit¬ 
ter that he intended to speak with 
the team and a Browns spokesman 
confirmed the sides will talk. 

But while Bryant would cer¬ 
tainly be a talent upgrade for a 
team coming off a 0-16 season, 
Browns coach Hue Jackson said 
it’s vital to make sure he fits with 
Cleveland’s culture. 

“It’s not just a given,” Jackson 
said following Tuesday’s practice. 
“I think you have to work through 
whatever conversations we have 
and feel good about it.” 

Cleveland needs receiving help 
and receiver Jarvis Landry and 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor have 
lobbied for Bryant, who has 531 
career receptions for 7,459 yards 
and 73 touchdowns. 

But the 29-year-old Bryant has 
baggage, and the Browns have to 
be sure that he won’t be a distrac¬ 
tion. Bryant frequently clashed 
with Dallas coaches and he re¬ 
cently went on a Twitter rant crit¬ 
icizing former teammates. 

“We do all of our homework 
prior to [a visit], and you have 
very open and candid conversa¬ 
tions with guys about what your 
locker room is, how your team 
is run, how we go about doing 
things and see if it fits,” he said 
following Tuesday’s practice. 
“The player has to be honest, and 
we have to be honest about what 
our expectations are. You just lay 
it out, and I think that’s the only 
way you can do it at this time.” 

The Browns have been in the 


market for another receiver since 
camp opened. 

Former Pro Bowler Josh Gor¬ 
don has been absent to focus on 
his health and the team doesn’t 
know when he’ll be back. Cleve¬ 
land recently traded former first- 
round pick Corey Coleman to 
Buffalo and there are still ques¬ 
tions about whether rookie Anto¬ 
nio Callaway can be counted on 
because of his background and 
recently being cited for marijua¬ 
na possession and driving with a 
suspended license. 

Williams eliminated 
while Federer moves on 

MASON, Ohio — Roger Fe¬ 
derer made a successful return to 
the Western & Southern Open on 
Tuesday. 

The day wasn’t so great for Ser¬ 
ena Williams. 

Federer advanced to the third 
round with a 6-4, 6-4 victory 
against Peter Gojowczyk, and 
Williams was eliminated by 
eighth-seeded Petra Kvitova in a 
6-3, 2-6, 6-3 second-round loss. 

Federer and Williams were 
making their first appearance at 
the tournament since they each 
won the title in 2015. 

Williams also was knocked out 
in her last tournament at San Jose 
two weeks ago after reaching the 
Wimbledon final. Cincinnati was 
her fifth tournament since she 
had a baby last September. She 
has dealt with blood clots and 
recently said she has been strug¬ 
gling with postpartum emotions. 

“You know, this is a long come¬ 
back,” she said. “I just began. I 
just started — definitely at the 
very, very beginning. I’m getting 
there, and I’m going to just con¬ 
tinue to work hard, and hopefully, 
I’ll start winning more matches.” 

Huskies, Vols women 
to renew hoops rivalry 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Con¬ 
necticut and Tennessee plan to 



John Minchillo/AP 


Serena Williams waves to the 
crowd after losing her match 
against Petra Kvitova on Tuesday 
at the Western & Southern Open 
in Mason, Ohio. 

face each other in women’s bas¬ 
ketball during the 2019-20 and 
2020-21 seasons, renewing a 
rivalry that has been dormant 
since 2007. 

UConn will host Tennessee 
during the 2019-20 season, with 
a portion of the proceeds benefit¬ 
ing the Pat Summitt Foundation 
and Naismith Memorial Basket¬ 
ball Hall of Fame. The teams will 
meet again in Knoxville in 2020- 
21 with portions of the proceeds 
benefiting the Pat Summitt Foun¬ 
dation, Naismith Memorial Hall 
of Fame and Women’s Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 

UConn and Tennessee have 
combined for 19 national titles. 
The two programs produced one 
of the fiercest rivalries in college 
sports in the 1990s and 2000s. 

Judge dismisses Pitino 
lawsuit against Adidas 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A federal 
judge has dismissed former Lou¬ 
isville coach Rick Pitino’s lawsuit 
against Adidas, agreeing with the 
sportswear maker that his claim 
requires arbitration and should 
be heard out of court. 

Pitino sued Adidas last October 
in U.S. District Court for breach 
of contract, alleging that the Or¬ 
egon-based company deliberately 
ruined his reputation. Adidas had 
terminated its personal services 
contract with Pitino hours after 
Louisville’s Athletic Association 
fired him for cause following the 
school’s acknowledgement of its 
involvement in a federal bribery 
investigation of college basket¬ 
ball. Pitino was not named in the 
federal complaint. 


Point: Bullpen helping A’s 
support powerful offense 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“Winning close games and not 
winning games late, I think all 
that mindset, that mentality kind 
of manifests itself,” said Dodgers 
manager Dave Roberts, on the 
losing end of a one-run game at 
Oakland on Aug. 8. “These guys, 
with their bullpen, you look at 
these arms that they’re running 
out, they have four or five guys 
deep that are lockdown guys in 
the pen so if and when they do 
get a lead early, it’s tough to beat 
these guys late. And because they 
can all slug, that they’re a two- or 
three-run home run away from 
tying or taking the lead. It’s a 
tough group and it’s a fun group 
to watch, it really is. They’re a 
dangerous team.” 

Melvin has a deep and talented 
bullpen that allows him flexibil¬ 
ity to mix and match at any point 
in a game — and the A’s acquired 
closer Fernando Rodney from the 
Minnesota Twins last week to 
bolster that strong unit. 

“I don’t know if I’ve had this 
many quality arms in a bullpen 
ever since I’ve been managing,” 
he said. 

The Milwaukee Brewers know 
how important winning the close 
ones will be over the final two 
months. They acquired veteran 
reliever Joakim Soria and left- 
handed power hitter Mike Mousta- 
kas in a pair of big trades over two 
days ahead of the deadline. 

“That’s two different types of 
things saying when you’re not out 
of it and winning close games,” 
manager Craig Counsell said. “I 
think we had a team last year that 
we felt like we played in a ton of 
close games, so you do get kind of 
hardened to it a little bit as far as 
it’s the game you play every night. 
What we felt more than anything 
is how do you bounce back, be¬ 
cause you are going to lose some 
of those games and how do you 
kind of respond when you lose 
games like that? 

“I don’t know if there’s a knack 
for it but we have enjoyed playing 
in games like that.” 

Oakland’s late-inning numbers 
are phenomenal. 

The A’s have 31 comeback wins 
and are the only team in baseball 
not to lose when leading after 
seven innings — 50-0 — and have 
a 65-game winning streak in such 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Athletics’ Blake Treinen 
celebrates the last out Monday 
against the Seattle Mariners. 
Oakland won 7-6. 

contests. 

Oakland is 59-0 when leading 
after eight innings. 

The A’s are best in the majors 
scoring runs in the seventh inning 
or after with 217 and the eighth 
inning at 87. They also lead the 
majors with 10 comeback wins 
trailing after seven innings. At 24- 
10 in one-run games, that is also 
the best record in the majors. 

Some managers believe it can 
become contagious. 

“Once you’ve done it, you know 
you can do it and you can do it 
again and you start feeling it,” Gi¬ 
ants manager Bruce Bochy said. 
“You believe it. Without question, 
I think having success in close 
games just breeds more success, 
especially the way you play and 
handle the pressure of playing in 
those tight ballgames.” 

The A’s have a noticeable swag¬ 
ger having won so many games in 
dramatic fashion. 

“It just gives you that extra 
confidence when you get behind, 
you don’t worry about it,” Detroit 
manager Ron Gardenhire said. 

It’s pretty simple in Melvin’s 
mind: Stick with it, play every out. 

Though he knows that means 
making the right moves with the 
pressure on to pull off some late- 
game magic. 

“If you keep it close ... all it 
takes is a walk or a hit or a couple 
of hits in a row and you’re back in 
the game,” Melvin said. “That’s 
why you play 27 outs.” 




Introducing the 

Petty’s Garage Warrior 
Grand Cherokee 

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT MILITARY AUTOSOURCE 


eS 

Limited Quantities! 

Reserve yours today at militaryautosource.com/warriorgrandcherokee 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 


East Division 
W L 

86 35 

75 44 

60 59 

54 65 

36 84 

Central Division 

Cleveland 68 51 

Minnesota 55 63 

Detroit 50 70 

Chicago 43 76 

Kansas City 36 83 

West Division 
Houston 73 47 

Oakland 72 48 

Seattle 69 52 

Los Angeles 61 60 

Texas 53 69 


434 21 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 67 51 .568 - 

Philadelphia 65 53 .551 2 

Washington 60 60 .500 8 

New York 50 67 .427 16'/ 2 

Miami 48 74 .393 21 

Central Division 

Chicago 68 50 .576 - 

Milwaukee 68 54 .557 2 

St. Louis 65 55 .542 4 

Pittsburgh 61 59 .508 8 

Cincinnati 52 68 .433 17 

West Division 

Arizona 66 55 .545 - 

Colorado 64 55 .538 1 

Los Angeles 64 57 .529 2 

San Francisco 61 60 .504 5 

San Diego 48 74 .393 I8V2 

Monday's games 
N.Y. Mets 8, N.Y. Yankees 5 
Cleveland 10, Cincinnati 3 
Detroit 9, Chicago White Sox 5 
Texas 5, Arizona 3 
Kansas City 3, Toronto 1 
Oakland 7, Seattle 6 
L.A. Angels 6, San Diego 3,10 innings 
Atlanta 9, Miami 1,1st game 
Atlanta 6, Miami 1, 2nd game 
St. Louis 7, Washington 6 
San Francisco 5, L.A. Dodgers 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Baltimore 6, N.Y. Mets 3 
Boston 2, Philadelphia 1 
N.Y. Yankees 4, Tampa Bay 1 
Chicago White Sox 6, Detroit 3 
Cleveland 8, Cincinnati 1 
Arizona 6, Texas 4 
Colorado 5, Houston 1 
Minnesota 5, Pittsburgh 2 
Toronto 6, Kansas City 5 
Oakland 3, Seattle 2 
L.A. Angels 7, San Diego 3 
Milwaukee 7, Chicago Cubs 0 
Atlanta 10, Miami 6 
St. Louis 6, Washington 4 
San Francisco 2, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at Minnesota 
Seattle at Oakland 
Boston at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Mets at Baltimore 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Colorado at Houston 
Toronto at Kansas City 
L.A. Angels at San Diego 
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs 
Miami at Atlanta 
Washington at St. Louis 
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers 
Thursday’s games 

Tampa Bay (Snelfl3-5) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Tanaka 9-3) 

L.A. Angels (Skaggs 8-8) at Texas (Ju- 
rado 2-2) 

Detroit (Liriano 3-7) at Minnesota 
(Santana 0-1) 

Toronto (Gaviglio 2-5) at Kansas City 
(Sparkman 0-1) 

N.Y. Mets (Matz 5-9) at Philadelphia 
(Nola 13-3) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 12-5) at Pitts¬ 
burgh (Nova 7-6) 

Washington (Roark 7-12) at St. Louis 
(Flaherty 6-6) 

Colorado (Gray 9-7) at Atlanta (Tehe¬ 
ran 8-7) 

N.Y. Mets (Oswalt 1-2) at Philadelphia 
(TBD) 

Arizona (Buchholz 5-2) at San Diego 
(Nix 1-0) 

Tuesday 

Brewers 7, Cubs 0 

Milwaukee Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 5 12 1 Rizzo lb 4 0 0 0 

Yelich rf 5 0 10 J.Baez ss-2b 4 0 10 

Aguilar lb 4 3 2 0 Zobrist2b 3 0 10 

Jnningsp 0 0 0 0 Russell ss 10 0 0 

Braun If 4 2 2 4 Heyward rf 3 0 0 0 

H.Perz2b-lb 4 0 10 L Stlla 3b 4 0 0 0 

Mstakas3b 3 0 10 Schwrbr If 3 0 0 0 

Kratzc 4 12 2 Cntrrasc 3 0 0 0 

O.Arciass 4 0 0 0 Qintana p 10 0 0 

Chacin p 3 0 0 0 Cratini ph 10 0 0 

Knebel p 0 0 0 0 Chavez p 0 0 0 0 

Schopph-2b 1 0 0 0 Almoraph 10 0 0 
D L Rsa p 0 0 0 0 
I.Happcf 2 0 10 
Totals 37 711 7 Totals 30 0 3 0 
Milwaukee 302 001 010-7 

Chicago 000 000 000-0 

DP-Chicago 1. LOB-Milwaukee 5, 
Chicago 5. 2B-Kratz (4), J.Baez (32), 
Zobrist (20), I.Happ (14). HR-Cain (9), 
Braun 2 (14), Kratz (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin W, 12-4 7 3 0 0 2 10 

Knebel 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Jennings 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 

Quintana L,10-9 5 6 5 5 1 5 

Chavez 2 11104 

De La Rosa 2 4 110 3 

HBP—by Quintana (Moustakas). T— 
2:42. A—40,441 (41,649). 


Athletics 3, Mariners 2 

Seattle Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hanigerrf 4 110 Semienss 4 12 1 
Cano lb 4 0 10 M.Chpmn3b3 1 1 0 

Segura ss 4 0 0 0 Lowrie2b 4 12 2 

Cruzdh 4 0 11 K.Davisdh 3 0 0 0 

Span If 4 0 2 0 Canha lb 0 0 0 0 

Seager3b 4 0 10 M.0lsnph-lb3 0 1 0 

Zuninoc 4 0 10 Pinderlf 4 0 0 0 

Maybincf 3 111 Pscottyrf 3 0 10 

D.Grdon 2b 3 0 10 Lucroyc 3 0 0 0 

Lureanocf 3 0 10 

Totals 34 2 9 2 Totals 30 3 8 3 

Seattle 100 010 000-2 

Oakland 102 000 00x-3 

DP—Seattle 2, Oakland 1. LOB-Seattle 
5, Oakland 6. 2B-Haniger (26), Span (17), 
Zunino (10), M.Chapman (27), M.OIson 
(23), Piscotty (30). HR-Maybin (4), Semien 
(10), Lowrie (19). CS-D.Gordon (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Paxton Vs 2 110 1 

Hernandez L,8-ll 5% 5 2 2 2 2 

Vincent 1 00001 

Warren 1 10 0 11 

Oakland 

Fiers W,8-6 6 6 2 2 0 5 

Buchter H,ll Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Petit H,12 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Rodney H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Treinen S,32-36 1 2 0 0 0 1 

T—2:28. A—17,419 (46,765). 

Twins 5, Pirates 2 

Pittsburgh Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Dckrson If 4 0 0 0 Mauer lb 3 12 0 

S.Marte cf 4 0 10 E.Rsrio rf 4 110 

G.PInco rf 4 0 0 0 J.Pincoss 4 2 2 2 

Freese 3b 4 13 0 Sano3b 4 112 

J.Bell lb 2 110 Kepler cf 4 0 2 0 

Crvelli c 4 0 11 Frsythe 2b 4 0 0 0 

Moran dh 4 0 0 1 Cave If 4 0 11 

Hrrison2b 4 0 10 Garverc 3 0 0 0 

Mercerss 0 0 0 0 Austin dh 3 0 10 

Hchvrraph-ss 3 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 7 2 Totals 33 5 10 5 

Pittsburgh 020 000 000-2 

Minnesota 000 300 02x-5 

DP-Minnesota 1. LOB-Pittsburgh 7, 
Minnesota 5. 2B—S.Marte (20), Cervelli 
(10), E.Rosario (30), J.Polanco (9). HR- 
Sano (9). CS—Kepler (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Odorizzi W,5-7 
Duffey H,1 
Rogers H,9 


White Sox 6, Tigers 3 

Chicago Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Ti.Andrss 4 2 2 0 Cndlrio3b 5 12 0 
A.Grciarf 4 110 J.lglssss 4 110 

J. Abreulb 3 112 Ro.Rdrgss 10 10 

Dvidson3b 4 110 Cstllnsrf 5 0 0 0 

Palkadh 4 0 11 Goodrum2b4 0 10 

K. Smith c 3 0 0 1 V.Mrtindh 4 12 2 

Y.Sanch 2b 4 0 10 Adduci lb 3 0 11 

LaMarre If 4 111 J.McCnn c 4 0 0 0 

Engel cf 4 0 0 0 Gerber If 3 0 0 0 

Mahtook ph 0 0 0 0 

V.Reyes cf 4 0 10 

Totals 34 6 8 5 Totals 37 3 9 3 

Chicago 310 020 000-6 

Detroit 300 000 000-3 

E—Hardy (1). DP—Detroit 1. LOB—Chi¬ 
cago 3, Detroit 9. 2B—Ti.Anderson (19), 
J.Abreu (34), J.lglesias (29), V.Martinez 
(14). HR-LaMarre (1). SF-K.Smith (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Giolito W,8-9 6 8 3 3 1 7 

Fry H,12 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Minaya 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Cedeno S,l-2 


LOB-Washington 7, St. Louis 7. 2B- 
Rendon (29), J.Soto (17), Wieters (5), De- 
Jong (16), Wong (13). HR-Harper (30), 
Wong (8), Gant Cl). SF-Bader (1). 


0 0 


4 2 2 2 9 

0 0 0 0 1 

1 0 0 0 2 

._ - 1 0 0 10 

Hildenberger S,2-4 1 1 0 0 0 0 

T—2:45. A—28,515 (38,649). 

Yankees 4, Rays 1 

Tampa Bay New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Smith If 3 0 0 0 Gardner If 4 0 0 0 

M.Duffy 3b 3 0 0 0 Stanton dh 3 110 

Bauerslb 3 0 0 0 A.Hicks cf 3 0 11 

Crondh 4 0 10 Grgriusss 4 0 10 

Wendle2b 4 0 10 Andujar3b 4 0 2 0 

C. Gomezrf 3 0 0 0 S.Rbsnpr-rfO 10 0 

Krmaier cf 3 0 0 0 Bird lb 3 0 11 

Adames SS 2 111 G.Trres2b 4 0 0 0 

Sucre c 2 0 0 0 N.WIkrrf-3b2 1 0 0 

M.Perezph-cl 0 0 0 Au.Rmnec 3 112 
Totals 28 1 3 1 Totals 30 4 7 4 
Tampa Bay 000 000 010—1 

New York 100 020 01x-4 

E—Adames (10). DP—Tampa Bay 1, 
New York 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 5, New York 
6. 2B—Stanton (23), Andujar 2 (33), Bird 
(13). HR—Adames (6), Au.Romine (8). 
CS—M.Duffy (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Wood L,0-1 1 3 1111 

Beeks 5 2 2 2 2 8 

Kolarek 2 2 1112 

New York 

Happ W.13-6 7 1 0 0 4 4 

Betances H,18 1 1 1 1 0 1 

Chapman S,31-33 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Happ (Gomez). T-2:32. A- 
40,393 (47,309). 

Blue Jays 6, Royals 5 

Toronto Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsn rf 3 10 0 Mrrfeld 2b 4 111 
Grichukph-rfl 0 0 0 A.Grdon If 4 111 

D. Trvis2b 5 0 0 0 S.Perezc 5 12 1 

Smoak lb 4 0 2 0 Bnfacio rf 4 0 11 

T.Hrnnd If 3 10 0 R.Hrrradh 3 0 10 

K.Mrles dh 110 0 H.Dzier lb 4 0 0 0 

R. Mrtin 3b 3 0 11 B.Phllpcf 4 0 10 

A.Diazss 3 10 0 A.Escbr3b 4 110 

Pillar cf 4 12 3 Mondesi ss 4 14 1 

D.Jnsenc 4 111 

Totals 31 6 6 5 Totals 36 512 5 
Toronto 021 100 020-6 

Kansas City 003 100 100-5 

DP—Toronto 2, Kansas City 2. LOB—To¬ 
ronto 6, Kansas City 8. 2B—Smoak (32), 

S. Perez 2 (17), Bonifacio (11), A.Escobar 
(15), Mondesi 2 (8). HR-Pillar (10), 
D.Jansen (1). SB—Merrifield (26), Monde¬ 
si 3 (15). CS—B.Phillips (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Borucki 4 6 4 4 4 1 

Biagini 2 3 0 0 0 1 

Pannone Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Petricka W,2-l Vs 2 110 1 

Clippard H,10 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Giles S, 14-14 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Kansas City 

Fillmyer 5 5 4 4 5 3 

Adam 2 0 0 0 1 1 

Boyer L,2-1 BS,1 1 12 2 10 

Hill 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Fillmyer (Martin). T-3:06. 
A-13,680 (37,903). 


3 111 


Totals 36 - 
Washington 
St. Louis 


Nationals 4 

ab r hbi 

M.Crpnt lb 4 0 0 0 
Molina c 4 0 10 
Mrtinezrf 4 0 10 
O’Neill rf 0 0 0 0 
Ozunalf 4 0 10 
DeJong ss 3 110 
Gyorko3b 3 10 0 
Dak.Hds p 0 0 0 0 
Jor.Hck p 0 0 0 0 
Badercf 2101 

Wong 2b 3 2 3 3 

Gantp 2 112 

Shrevep 10 0 0 
Mayers p 0 0 0 0 
Wisdom 3b 10 0 0 
Totals 31 6 8 6 
000 010 030-4 

030 201 OOx-6 


Gott 


5 5 3 2 
112 3 
0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 2 

3 3 0 0 

0 0 11 


Hardy L,4-5 4 5 4 4 1 4 

McAllister 2 3 2 2 0 4 

Farmer 3 0 0 0 0 1 

Minaya pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
WP—McAllister, Fry. T-3:01. A-20,661 
(41,297). 

Red Sox 2, Phillies 1 

Boston Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts cf 3 0 10 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 0 0 
Bnntndi If 4 0 0 0 N.WIIms rf 4 0 0 0 

Mreland lb 4 0 0 0 A.Cbrrass 4 0 0 0 

J.Mrtin rf 4 0 10 Hoskins If 3 111 

Bgaerts SS 4 0 10 C.Sntna lb 3 0 0 0 

Devers3b 3 0 0 0 Franco 3b 3 0 0 0 

E.Nunez2b 4 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 3 0 10 

Leone 3 111 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

Prcellop 2 0 10 Pivettap 10 0 0 

Holt ph 1111 Quinn ph 10 0 0 

Hembree p 0 0 0 0 Neshekp 0 0 0 0 

Kimbrelp 0 0 0 0 Hunter p 0 0 0 0 

Arano p 0 0 0 0 

Bourph 0 0 0 0 

Kingerypr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 29 1 2 1 

Boston 001 000 010-2 

Philadelphia 000 010 000-1 

E-Franco (11). DP-Boston 1, Phila¬ 
delphia 2. LOB—Boston 5, Philadelphia 
2. 2B-Betts (35), Porcello (2). HR-Leon 
(5), Holt (3), Hoskins (23). SB-Betts (24), 
Kingery (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Porcello W,15-5 7 2 1 1 0 10 

Hembree H,17 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Kimbrel S,36-40 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Philadelphia 

Pivetta 6 3 1116 

Neshek 1 00011 

Hunter L,3-2 1 2 110 1 

Arano 1 1 0 0 0 0 

T—2:40. A—33,081 (43,647). 

Giants 2, Dodgers 1 

San Francisco Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McCtchn rf 4 0 0 0 B.Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 

d’Arnud2b 4 0 10 J.Trner3b 4 13 0 

Posey lb-c 4 0 0 0 M.Mchdoss3 0 1 1 

Lngoria3b 2 110 K.Hrnancf 3 0 0 0 

Hundley c 2 0 10 M.Kmp If-rf 3 0 0 0 

Belt lb 1110 Bllnger lb 4 0 10 
Slater If 4 0 0 0 Grandal c 4 0 0 0 

Duggarcf 4 0 0 0 Puigrf 3 0 0 0 

Hanson ss 4 0 2 2 A.Brnes rf 0 0 0 0 

A.Sarez p 2 0 10 Floro p 0 0 0 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 Maeda p 0 0 0 0 

G.Hrnanph 1 0 0 0 Muncy ph 10 0 0 

S. Dyson p 0 0 0 0 A.Wood p 10 0 0 

W.Smith p 0 0 0 0 C.Tylor ph 10 0 0 

Chrgoisp 0 0 0 0 

Frguson p 0 0 0 0 

Pderson If 10 0 0 
Totals 32 2 7 2 Totals 32 1 5 1 
San Francisco 010 000 001—2 

Los Angeles 000 000 010—1 

LOB—San Francisco 6, Los Ange¬ 
les 7. 2B—d’Arnaud (3), J.Turner 3 (14). 
SB—M.Machado (12), Bellinger (10). CS- 
Hundley (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Suarez 6 2 0 0 3 4 

Watson H,26 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Dyson W,3-2 BS,5 1 2 110 1 

Smith S,10-12 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Los Angeles 

Wood 5 3 1116 

Chargois V/s 0 0 0 1 1 

Ferguson Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Floro 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Maeda L,7-8 1 3 110 1 

HBP—by Wood (Longoria). T—3:09. 
A—46,734 (56,000). 

Cardinals 6, 

Washington 

Eaton rf 4 110 

T. Trnerss 5 0 0 0 

Harper cf 4 112 

Rendon 3b 
J.Soto If 
Mrphy2b-lb - 
M.Adams lb h u u u 
Collins p 0 0 0 0 
Wieters c 4 0 2 1 
G.Gnzal p 10 0 0 
Zmmrman ph 1 0 1 0 
Gottp 0 0 0 0 
G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 
Difo ph-2b 2 0 0 0 


Holland 
Collins 
St. Louis 

Gant W,5-4 
Shreve 

Hudson H,4 

Hicks S,4-8 i u u u u u 

HBP—by Hicks (Eaton). T-3:12. A- 
38,214 (45,538). 

Rockies 5, Astros 1 

Colorado Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmoncf 5 0 11 T.Kempcf 4 0 0 0 

LMahieu 2b 5 0 2 0 Stassi c 0 0 0 0 

C.Gnzal rf 5 110 Bregman 3b 3 0 0 0 

Arenadodh 4 112 Correa ss 4 0 0 0 

Story ss 5 12 1 M.Gnzi2b-lf4 0 1 0 

Parra if 4 0 2 0 Grriel lb-2b 3 110 

McMhn lb-3b 3 1 0 0 Reddick rf 3 0 11 

Valaika3b 3 0 10 Gattisdh 3 0 0 0 

Desmond lb 1110 K.Tcker If-cf 2 0 0 0 

Woltersc 4 0 11 Midnadoc 2 0 0 0 

White ph-lbO 0 0 0 

Totals 39 512 5 Totals 28 1 3 1 
Colorado 000 002 111-5 

Houston 000 010 000-1 

E-Wolters (4). DP—Colorado 2. LOB- 
Colorado 9, Houston 5. 2B—Wolters (2), 
M.Gonzalez (17). 3B—Desmond (6), Gur- 
riel (1). HR-Arenado (30), Story (25). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Marquez W,10-9 7 3 1 1 2 7 

Ottavino H,25 . 

Davis 

Houston 

Verlander L,ll-8 6 6 2 2 0 11 

McHugh 


0 0 


Sipp 


Vs 


Diamondbacks 6, Rangers 4 

Arizona Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jaycf 4 0 2 1 Choo rf 4 13 0 

Gldschm dh 5 12 1 Odor 2b 4 110 

D. Prlta If 4 0 0 0 Andrus ss 4 110 

E. Escbr3b 5 0 0 0 Profar3b 3 12 2 

SzaJr. rf 4 110 R.Chrnsdh 3 0 0 2 

K.Marte2b 3 2 10 Gallo If 4 0 0 0 

DscalSO lb 4 112 Knr-Flf c 3 0 10 

Ahmed ss 3 0 10 Guzman lb 4 0 0 0 

Avila c 3 111 DShelds cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 35 6 9 5 Totals 32 4 8 4 

Arizona 110 201 010-6 

Texas 000 102 001-4 

E—Andrus (6). DP—Arizona 1, Texas 

2. LOB—Arizona 8, Texas 4. 2B—K.Marte 

(19) , Descalso (18), Ahmed (26), Odor 

(20) , Profar (27). 3B-Profar (6). HR- 
Goldschmidt (27), Avila (6). SB—Souza Jr. 
(4). SF-Profar (4), R.Chirinos (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Corbin W,10-4 7 6 

Chafin H,12 Vs 1 

Hirano H,27 Vs 0 

BoxbergerS,27-32 1 1 

Texas 

Gallardo L,7-2 3Vs 6 

Springs 2Vs 2 

Martin 1 0 

Claudio 2 1 

WP—Gallardo, Springs. 
19,353 (49,115). 


7 


Orioles 6, Mets 3 


New York 


r h bi 


Baltimore 


r hbi 


0 1 


Peacock VA 2 1102 

Harris 1 3 1111 

HBP—by Marquez (Gurriel), by 

McHugh (McMahon). WP—Marquez 2. 
T—3:08. A—35,813 (41,168). 

Angels 7, Padres 3 

Los Angeles San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K.CIhun rf 3 111 Jnkwski rf 3 0 10 

Fltcher 2b 5 12 0 Myers 3b 4 0 0 0 

Upton If 5 13 3 Hosmerlb 4 0 10 

Simmons ss 4 0 0 0 Renfroelf 4 12 0 

F. Arciac 4 110 Spngnbr2b 4 12 1 

Cowrt lb-3b 4 110 Galvisss 4 111 

Ward 3b 3 12 1 Margot cf 3 0 11 

J.Marte lb 0 0 0 0 Ellis c 4 0 2 0 

YngJr.cf 3 112 B.Knndyp 2 0 0 0 

Barriap 3 0 0 0 Strahmp 0 0 0 0 

H.Rblesp 0 0 0 0 F.Reyesph 10 0 0 

No.Rmrzp 0 0 0 0 Stock p 0 0 0 0 

Jerez p 0 0 0 0 Wngnterp 0 0 0 0 

J.Jhnsnp 0 0 0 0 Vllnevaph 10 0 0 

Ohtani ph 0 0 0 0 

J.Andrs p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 711 7 Totals 34 310 3 

Los Angeles 020 120 101-7 

San Diego 000 102 000-3 

E-Stock (1). DP-Los Angeles 2, San 
Diego 2. LOB-Los Angeles 5, San Diego 
6. 2B—Fletcher (11), Ward (1), Ellis (8). 
3B—Young Jr. (1), Spangenberg (4). HR— 
Upton (26), Galvis (10). SB-Young Jr. (3), 
Ohtani (6), Jankowski (20). CS—Upton 
(1). SF—K.Calhoun (5), Margot (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Barria W,8-7 5 6 1 1 1 7 

Robles % 3 2 2 0 0 

Ramirez H,5 !4 0 0 0 0 1 

Jerez H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Johnson H,6 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

San Diego 

Kennedy L,0-2 5 9 5 5 1 2 

Strahm 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Stock 2 110 11 

Wingenter 1 0 112 0 

WP-Wingenter. T-3:14. A-21,747 

(42,445). 

Indians 8, Reds 1 

Cleveland Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 110 Perazass 3 0 0 0 
Ne.Rmrzp 0 0 0 0 Hughes p 0 0 0 0 

T.OIson p 0 0 0 0 D.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 

Brntley If 4 2 10 Dixon ph-lb 10 0 0 
R.Davis If 0 0 0 0 Votto lb 4 0 0 0 

J.Rmirz 3b 5 3 3 2 R.lglss p 0 0 0 0 

Alonso lb 4 113 Suarez 3b-ss 4 0 0 0 

M.Cbrrarf 4 13 1 Gennett2b 4 0 0 0 

Guyerrf 0 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 110 

Kipnis 2b 3 0 0 0 M.WIImsrf 3 0 10 

Gomes c 3 0 0 1 P.Tcker If 2 0 2 1 

G. AIIen cf 3 0 10 Romano p 0 0 0 0 

Kluberp 3 0 0 0 Lrenzenp 2 0 0 0 

E.Gnzi ph-ss 1 0 0 0 D.Hrrra3b 10 0 0 

Hmilton cf 2 0 10 
Totals 35 810 7 Totals 30 1 5 1 

Cleveland 420 011 000-8 

Cincinnati 000 000 100-1 

DP—Cleveland 1, Cincinnati 1. LOB— 
Cleveland 5, Cincinnati 4. 2B—J.Ramirez 
(31). 3B—Barnhart (2). HR-J.Ramirez 
(36). SB-Kipnis (5). CS-Hamilton (5). 
SF—Alonso (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Kluber W,15-6 7 5 1 1 2 7 

Ramirez 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Olson 1 0 0 0 0 0 


A.Rsrioss 4 0 11 Villar 2b 
McNeil 2b 4 0 10 R.Nunez3b 3 12 1 
Cnfortodh 4 0 0 0 A.Jones rf 4 12 1 

Flores lb 4 0 0 0 Trumbodh 2 0 0 1 

Nimmolf 3 2 2 0 Mancini If 3 0 10 

T.Frzer3b 4 0 2 0 Rickrd pr-lf 0 10 0 

A.Jcksncf 4 0 0 0 Beckham ss 4 112 

J.Btsta rf 2 10 0 C.Davis lb 4 12 1 

Plwecki c 4 0 11 Joseph c 3 110 

Mullins cf 3 0 10 

Totals 33 3 7 2 Totals 30 6 11 6 

New York 000 020 001-3 

Baltimore 000 101 22x-6 

E—M.Castro (2). DP-New York 2, Bal¬ 
timore 1. LOB—New York 6, Baltimore 7. 
2B—A.Jones (31), Mullins (3). 3B-Nim- 
mo (7). HR—A.Jones (13), Beckham (8), 
C.Davis (15). SF-Trumbo (2). S-Mullins 
( 1 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Vargas 6 5 2 2 3 1 

Wahl L,0-1 Vs 1 2 2 2 1 

Sewald 1 5 2 2 0 0 

Bashlor Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Baltimore 

Cashner W.4-10 7 5 2 2 3 3 

Fry H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Castro 0 2 1 0 0 0 

Givens S,4-6 1 0 0 0 0 1 

M.Castro pitched to 2 batters in the 
9th WP-Cashner. T-2:38. A-20,527 
(45,971). 

Braves 10, Marlins 6 


Miami 


r h bi 


Atlanta 


r hbi 


Romano L.7-10 1% 7 6 6 2 1 

Lorenzen 4’A 3 2 2 2 1 

Hughes 1 00002 

Hernandez 1 00001 

Iglesias 1 0 0 0 0 3 

T—2:37. A—19,034 (42,319). 


Ortega If 4 2 3 1 Acuna If 5 2 3 4 

Ralmutoc 4 12 4 Clbrson2b 5 12 1 

Bri.And rf 5 0 10 Venters p 0 0 0 0 

Detrich lb 5 0 0 0 Minterp 0 0 0 0 

S.Cstro2b 4 0 10 F.Frman lb 4 2 2 1 

Riddle ss 5 0 0 0 Mrkakis rf 5 0 10 

Rivera 3b 4 0 10 Camargo3b 5 2 2 1 

Sierra cf 4 2 2 0 Incarte cf 3 12 1 

Rchards p 110 0 Suzuki c 4 0 11 

Javy.Gr p 0 0 0 0 Swanson ss 4 1 11 

Bostick ph 10 11 An.Sanc p 2 0 0 0 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 Duvall ph 10 0 0 

Giloway ph 0 0 0 0 Biddle p 0 0 0 0 

Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 Albies ph-2b 1110 

Totals 37 611 6 Totals 39101510 
Miami 002 301 000- 6 

Atlanta 202 011 40x-10 

E—An.Sanchez (2), Sierra (2). DP-At- 
lanta 1. LOB—Miami 9, Atlanta 7. 2B— 
Ortega (1), Bostick (1), Inciarte (19). 
3B—Inciarte (4). HR-Realmuto (15), 
Acuna 2 (19), Culberson (9), F.Freeman 
(20). SB-Ortega (3), S.Castro (6), Sierra 
(1). S-Richards (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

Richards 4'/3 10 5 5 2 3 

Guerra % 0 0 0 0 0 

Conley L,3-3 BS,2 2 5 5 5 0 1 

Steckenrider 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Atlanta 

Sanchez 5 75426 

Biddle W,4-1 2 3 110 4 

Venters 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Minter 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Biddle (Realmuto). WP-Rich- 
ards. T—2:52. A-19,409 (41,149). 

Calendar 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 4 — Division Series start. 

Oct. 12 — League Championship Se¬ 
ries start. 

Oct. 23 - World Series starts. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Nov. 6-8 — General managers’ meet¬ 
ings, Carlsbad, Calif. 





Thursday, August 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


'■pjmmimim 


Page 29 


MLB 


Puig, Hunley scuffle 


before Giants' rally 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


The Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig, right, shoves Giants catcher Nick Hundley as they argue 
while relief pitcher Tony Watson, below, runs in and home plate umpire Eric Cooper 
gets between them during the seventh inning Tuesday in Los Angeles. 


By Steve Dilbeck 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Yasiel Puig had an¬ 
other rumble with the San Francisco Gi¬ 
ants on Tuesday night. 

Puig took a swing at Giants catcher Nick 
Hundley during a benches-clearing scrap 
in the seventh inning, then Alen Hanson 
hit an RBI single in the ninth to lift San 
Francisco over the Los Angeles Dodgers 
2-1 on Tuesday night. 

The fracas started when Puig swatted 
his bat in frustration after fouling off a 
pitch from Tony Watson, and Hundley said 
something to the mercurial slugger while 
still in his crouch. Puig turned around and 
walked toward Hundley, the catcher stood 
up, and they argued face to face for a mo¬ 
ment before Puig shoved Hundley twice. 

That brought players out of the bench¬ 
es and bullpens. Puig and Hundley were 
momentarily separated, but Puig ducked 
around teammates, coaches and manager 
Dave Roberts before reaching back to hit 
Hundley. He smacked Hundley with an 
open hand across the front of his catcher’s 
mask. 

“When I missed the pitch I knew that was 
the best pitch Watson was going to throw 
me so I was a little upset,” Puig said via a 
translator. “[Hundley] told me to stop com¬ 
plaining and get back into the box. When I 
got in his face he also told me to get out of 
his face so that’s when I got upset. 

“I didn’t like that he was telling me what 
to do and then he said some words to me in 
English that I really can’t repeat so that is 


why I was upset.” 

Said Hundley: “We’re competing on the 
field against a team we’re chasing. They’ve 
been scuffling a little bit and we’re trying 
to catch them. Obviously a nice rivalry. We 
had some words and pushed a couple times. 
There’s really not more to it than that.” 

Dodgers coach George Lombard was 
trying to push Hundley away when Puig 
took his swing. Lombard and Hundley 
briefly ended up on the grass. Hundley 
spoke to Lombard later. 

“He was in there trying to break it up,” 
Hundley said. “I think he got caught up in 
my chest protector. We went down and I 
knew I was on top of him at some point. I 
just asked him if he was all right. You don’t 
want anyone hurt in those situations.” 

After the players were separated for 
good, the umpires ejected both Puig and 
Hundley. 

It was the fourth career ejection for Puig, 
who had also got into a skirmish with Gi¬ 
ants pitcher Madison Bumgarner in 2014. 

“It doesn’t happen with other teams,” 
Puig said. 

The Giants received six scoreless in¬ 
nings from left-hander Andrew Suarez, 
and after Hanson singled in his first run in 
the second, were leading 1-0 with two outs 
in the eighth when the Dodgers tied it on 
Justin Turner’s third double and Manny 
Machado’s single off Sam Dyson (3-2). 

San Francisco won it in the ninth when 
Hanson singled off Kenta Maeda (7-8), 
making his first relief appearance of the 
season. The Dodgers had a play at the plate 
but the throw from Enrique Hernandez in 


center was a little wide and dropped by 
catcher Yasmani Grandal. 

Los Angeles’ bullpen has lost the team’s 


past five games. 

“What a great game,” Giants manager 
Bruce Bochy said. 


Roundup 


Sizzling Acuna homers in fifth-straight game 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Ronald Acuna 
Jr. had a case of jitters before he 
stepped in the batter’s box for the 
first time Tuesday night. 

He had homered in the leadoff 
spot twice in a doubleheader the 
day before, so even Acuna won¬ 
dered if it could happen again. 

“I wasn’t sure I’d be able to hit 
another home run like that,” he 
said through a translator. “At first 
I laughed a lot, but then I got ner¬ 
vous again.” 

He didn’t stay nervous for long. 

Acuna became the youngest 
player in major league history 
to homer in five straight games, 
hitting a leadoff shot on the first 
pitch and adding a three-run long 
ball in the seventh inning to help 
the surging Atlanta Braves beat 
the Miami Marlins 10-6. 

Freddie Freeman hit his 20th 
homer to tie it in the sixth, and 
Dansby Swanson had a tiebreak¬ 
ing RBI single in the seventh as 
the NL East-leading Braves won 
for the 13th time in 17 games to 
take a two-game lead over Phila¬ 
delphia. Atlanta is 16 games over 
.500 for the first time since win¬ 
ning the division five years ago. 

The 20-year-old Acuna hom¬ 
ered on Miami’s first pitch for the 
second straight night and became 
the first player to hit a leadoff 
homer in three consecutive games 
since Baltimore’s Brady Ander¬ 
son went deep in four straight in 
1996. On Monday, he became the 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution /AP 


Braves rookie Ronald Acuna Jr. 
celebrates after hitting a lead- 
off home run in the first inning 
Tuesday against the Marlins 
in Atlanta. Acuna became the 
youngest player in MLB history 
to homer in five straight games. 

fourth player in major league his¬ 
tory to hit leadoff homers in both 
games of a doubleheader. 

“You see him smiling,” Braves 
center fielder Ender Inciarte said. 
“It’s contagious what he’s doing. 
He’s best leadoff hitter I’ve ever 
seen. He’s the best player I’ve ever 
seen. Hopefully he’s going to con¬ 
tinue to help us in the long run.” 

Acuna went deep to left-center 
in the first off Trevor Richards 


and homered to right-center, his 
19th of the year, off left-hander 
Adam Conley to give the Braves 
a 10-6 lead in the seventh. 

“Freddie and I were looking at 
each other,” manager Brian Snit- 
ker said. “He was in the hole, and 
we were like, ‘My God, are we 
seeing this?’ And the explosions 
when he hit ’em, too. I don’t know. 
It’s pretty good.” 

Angels 7, Padres 3: Justin 
Upton had three hits, including a 
home run for the second straight 
night, and drove in three runs to 
lead Los Angeles over host San 
Diego. 

Athletics 3, Mariners 2: Jed 

Lowrie hit his 100th career homer 
long after his line drive knocked 
Seattle ace James Paxton out 
of the game, and host Oakland 
moved within one game of slump¬ 
ing Houston for the AL West lead. 

Felix Hernandez (8-11) re¬ 
placed Paxton in the first relief 
appearance of his career after 
398 starts. The former Cy Young 
Award winner, who has struggled 
all year and was demoted to the 
bullpen last week, allowed two 
runs in 5 2 A innings. 

White Sox 6, Tigers 3: Ryan 
LaMarre hit his first major league 
home run, a drive that bounced 
off the top of the bullpen shelter 
in left field and into the hands of 
his uncle, as Chicago beat host 
Detroit. 

Rockies 5, Astros 1: Nolan 
Arenado and Trevor Story each 
went deep, German Marquez 


pitched well in a matchup with 
Justin Verlander, and Colorado 
beat slumping host Houston. 

The Astros have matched a sea¬ 
son high with five straight losses 
and extended their home skid to 
nine games. 

Cardinals 6, Nationals 4: John 
Gant homered for his first major 
league hit and pitched one-run 
ball into the sixth inning, helping 
host St. Louis to its season-high 
seventh consecutive victory. 

Kolten Wong had three hits and 
three RBIs as St. Louis (65-55) 
pulled within four games of the NL 
Central-leading Cubs and moved 
within one game of the Phillies for 
the second NL wild card. 

Red Sox 2, Phillies 1: Pinch- 
hitter Brock Holt hit a tiebreak¬ 
ing solo homer, Rick Porcello 
threw seven impressive innings 
and major league-leading Boston 
won again. 

Sandy Leon also went deep for 
visiting Boston, which improved 
to 86-35. The Red Sox increased 
their total to 168 homers, match¬ 
ing their number from last year 
when they hit an AL-low 168. 

Indians 8, Reds 1: Jose 
Ramirez hit his 36th home run 
and Cleveland ace Corey Kluber 
extended his dominance over 
host Cincinnati. 

Brewers 7, Cubs O: Ryan 
Braun hit two of his team’s four 
homers, Jhoulys Chacin struck 
out 10 in seven innings and visit¬ 
ing Milwaukee cut into Chicago’s 


NL Central lead. 

Yankees 4, Rays 1: J.A. Happ 
allowed one soft single in seven 
shutout innings to win his third 
consecutive start since being 
traded from Toronto to host New 
York. 

Happ (13-6) struck out four 
and walked four, throwing 71 of 
106 pitches for strikes. The only 
Tampa Bay hit he permitted was 
a flyball by C.J. Cron that fell in 
front of left fielder Brett Gardner 
in the fourth. 

Diamondbacks 6, Rangers 4: 

Paul Goldschmidt hit his 27th 
homer to put visiting Arizona 
ahead to stay, and All-Star lefty 
Patrick Corbin worked seven in¬ 
nings for his 10th victory. 

Twins 5, Pirates 2: Jorge Po¬ 
lanco got two hits, scored twice 
and drove in two runs and Miguel 
Sano hit a two-run homer, leading 
host Minnesota over Pittsburgh. 

Blue Jays 6, Royals 5: Kevin 
Pillar hit a two-run homer with 
two outs in the eighth inning to 
lift Toronto over host Kansas. 

Blaine Boyer (2-1) retired his 
first two batters before walking 
Aledmys Diaz and backing Pil¬ 
lar into an 0-2 count. Pillar hit the 
next pitch over the wall down the 
left-field line. 

Orioles 6, Mets 3: Chris Davis, 
Adam Jones and Tim Beckham 
each homered to back a strong 
performance by starter Andrew 
Cashner, and host Baltimore 
snapped a five-game skid. 
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Cost of Ohio St. 
probe at $500K 

Meyer’s status remains up in the air 
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Ohio State football coach Urban Meyer is on paid leave while the university investigates whether he 
responded properly to accusations of domestic violence against one of his assistant coaches. 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The 
Urban Meyer investigation is 
costing Ohio State $500,000, but 
whether the superstar football 
coach keeps his job still comes 
down to whether the university 
wants to stick with him based on 
how he’s already been tainted by 
the scandal. 

Meyer is on paid leave while 
Ohio State pays an outside firm 
to investigate and a six-member 
university committee considers 
whether he responded properly 
to accusations of domestic abuse 
made against one of his coaches, 
Zach Smith, who has been fired. 

But Meyer has already given 
his bosses plenty to consider — he 
says he knew of domestic violence 
allegations against Zach Smith 
before he brought Smith to coach 
wide receivers at Ohio State, and 
that he reported new accusations 
properly when they surfaced in 
2015. 

University officials expect to 
make a decision within about a 
week in what could come down 
to a public relations balancing 
act involving the school’s reputa¬ 
tion, $38 million in future salary 
under Meyer’s contract and other 
jobs at stake. 

Why fire Meyer? 

Meyer knew about a 2009 do¬ 
mestic incident in Gainesville, 
Fla., when Smith was a graduate 
assistant coach for Meyer’s Flori¬ 
da team. A police report says that 
during an argument Zach Smith 
picked up a pregnant Courtney 
and threw her against a wall. 


Zach Smith was never charged. 

Knowing that, Meyer allowed 
Smith to stay on staff at Florida 
and then brought Smith in at Ohio 
State. Meyer also knew about the 
2015 abuse allegations, but Smith 

— the grandson of former Ohio 
State coach and Meyer mentor 
Earle Bruce — kept his job until 
Courtney Smith filed for a re¬ 
straining order on July 20. 

“At the end of the day, (Meyer 
is) the highest-paid state em¬ 
ployee in Ohio, and you have a lot 
more responsibility than coach¬ 
ing,” said B. David Ridpath, an 
associate professor of sports ad¬ 
ministration at Ohio University 
in Athens. “And clearly there was 
enough smoke with Zach Smith 
that they should have gotten rid 
of him a long time ago.” 

Ohio State didn’t put Meyer on 
leave until Courtney Smith talk¬ 
ed to a reporter, saying she was 
abused for years by her ex-hus¬ 
band. Zach Smith has denied her 
abuse allegations and has never 
been prosecuted for abuse. 

The Meyer investigation plays 
out at a time when the school itself 

— and college athletics at large — 
is under scrutiny around the han¬ 
dling of misconduct allegations. 

Ohio State has a growing list of 
more than 100 former students 
and athletes who say they were 
groped and otherwise mistreated 
by Dr. Richard Strauss, a de¬ 
ceased athletic department doc¬ 
tor who worked at the university 
for nearly 20 years. There are 
questions about whether Repub¬ 
lican U.S. Rep. Jim Jordan knew 
about the abuse when he was an 
assistant wrestling coach at Ohio 
State during the same time. 


At least three federal lawsuits 
have been filed against Ohio State 
by men who say they were abused 
by Strauss. 

Don’t expect fans and critics to 
separate the scandals when a de¬ 
cision is made on Meyer. 

Why keep Meyer? 

Meyer said he followed “proper 
protocol and procedures” after 
finding out about the 2015 abuse 
allegations. 

“Please know that the truth 
is the ultimate power, and I am 
confident I took appropriate ac¬ 
tion,” Meyer said in a tweeted 
statement. 

Meyer didn’t detail those ac¬ 
tions but the crafted statement 
was clearly a public defense of his 
job. 

Meyer signed a contract ex¬ 
tension in the spring with new 
language that requires him to 
promptly report any “known 
violations” of Ohio State’s sexual 


misconduct policy to the school’s 
Title IX officials. The policy in¬ 
cludes sexual harassment, inti¬ 
mate violence and stalking “that 
involves any student, faculty or 
staff.” The clause doesn’t specify 
how Meyer should treat older 
accusations. 

Meyer may have limited re¬ 
sponsibility for reporting because 
of the scope of behavior covered 
by the misconduct policy and Title 
IX, according to Micaela Dent¬ 
ing, staff attorney with the Ohio 
Domestic Violence Network. 

Both the policy and Title IX 
focus on incidents on-campus 
or at university-related events, 
she said. So in the case of Zach 
Smith’s 2015 arrest, “this off- 
campus, non-student-involved 
domestic violence incident seems 
to be largely excluded from both 
the sexual harassment policy and 
Title IX,” Deming said. 

If Meyer did everything he was 
supposed to do, Ohio State then 


faces the question of whether to 
fire him without cause, leaving 
the university on the hook for $38 
million to pay off the balance of 
his contract. 

Dissolving the deal would cer¬ 
tainly invite a challenge from 
Meyer, adding legal costs and 
leading to new rounds of public 
scrutiny. 

There’s also winning to 
consider. 

Meyer is 73-8 with a national 
title in six seasons with the Buck¬ 
eyes. Winning generates money 
and prestige, while his dismissal 
would certainly cause turmoil for 
the football program. 

Nobody at Ohio State wants a 
repeat of 2011, when the Buck¬ 
eyes had a losing season after 
coach Jim Tressel was fired for 
lying to the NCAA about player 
violations. 

Associated Press reporters Kantele 
Franko and Andrew Welsh-Huggins 
contributed to this report. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Maryland athletic director Damon 
Evans pauses as he speaks at a news 
conference Tuesday in College Park, Md., 
to address the school’s football program 
and the death of offensive lineman Jordan 
McNair, who collapsed on the practice 
field and subsequently died. 


‘Mistakes were made’ in player’s death 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — The Univer¬ 
sity of Maryland acknowledged Tuesday 
that the football player who collapsed dur¬ 
ing practice and subsequently died did not 
receive proper medical care and the school 
must accept “legal and moral responsibil¬ 
ity for the mistakes.” 

Maryland also parted ways with strength 
and conditioning coach Rick Court, who 
resigned in the wake of the death of offen¬ 
sive lineman Jordan McNair. 

Athletic director Damon Evans acknowl¬ 
edged “mistakes were made” by the train¬ 
ing staff in the treatment of McNair, who 
was hospitalized on May 29 after a team 
workout and died June 13. Head trainer 
Wes Robinson and Steve Nordwall, an as¬ 
sistant athletic director for training, were 
placed on administrative leave by Mary¬ 
land last week. 

The attorney for the McNair family said 
a preliminary death certificate indicates 
the cause of death was heatstroke. 


Court posted his letter of resignation on 
Twitter on Tuesday. He wrote: “I am step¬ 
ping down to allow the team to heal and 
move forward.” He had previously been 
placed on administra- 
i tive leave. 

They Head coach DJ Dur- 

entrusted kin is also on admin- 
.. . istrative leave and his 

their SOIl future is unclear. Mc- 
to US, and Nair family attorney 

ho Hirl Bill Y Murphy Jr. has 

lie uiu said Durkin should be 

not return fired immediately, 
home. J Evans said Tues¬ 

day the university has 
Wallace Loh “hired an external 
University review team to take a 
of Maryland j ook at this, but as ad- 
president ditional information 
comes forward, we 
will do what’s appropriate.” 

Dr. Rod Walters, a former college athlet¬ 
ic trainer, has been hired by Maryland to 
investigate the circumstances of McNair’s 
death. A report is expected by Sept. 15, but 


the school has been provided preliminary 
findings and shared some of those in a 
news conference. 

“We have learned that Jordan did not re¬ 
ceive appropriate medical care, and mis¬ 
takes were made by some of our athletic 
training personnel,” Evans said. “Walters 
found that the emergency response plan 
was not appropriately followed” and that 
McNair’s symptoms “were not properly 
identified or treated.” 

Evans said the training staff did not take 
McNair’s temperature or immerse him in 
cold water. 

University President Wallace Loh said 
his Tuesday morning visit, with Evans, 
with McNair’s parents was to apologize 
personally for the loss. 

“They entrusted their son to us, and he 
did not return home,” Loh said. “The Uni¬ 
versity accepts legal and moral responsi¬ 
bility for the mistakes that were made on 
that fateful day. ... They misdiagnosed the 
situation.” 

AP College Football Writer Ralph D. Russo contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 








Thursday, August 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamamsm 


Page 31 


NFL 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz hasn’t 
played since tearing the ACL and LCL in 
his left knee last December. 

Will Wentz 
be healthy 
for opener? 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carson Wentz ex¬ 
pects to participate in 11-on-ll drills next 
week, but it’s uncertain whether he’ll be 
ready for the season opener. 

The defending Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia Eagles host the Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons on Sept. 6. Wentz’s goal since having 
surgery last December to repair a torn 
ACL and LCL in his left knee has been to 
be ready for that game. 

“It’s no secret that it’s going to be close,” 
Wentz said after the Eagles completed 
training camp Tuesday. 

“We’ve seen where I’m at in camp and 
hopefully next week I’m doing 11-on-lls. I 
think, naturally, it’s going to be close. Ulti¬ 
mately, it won’t be my call, the coach’s call. 
Ultimately, it’ll be up to the doctors.” 

The Eagles are in no rush to have their 
franchise quarterback return too soon. 
Super Bowl MVP Nick Foies is Wentz’s 
backup and he’s ready to step in like he did 
in Week 14 last season. 

“I’m going to take it day by day,” Eagles 
coach Doug Pederson said about Wen¬ 
tz’s status. “I am going to evaluate it this 
weekend. I’m going to see where he is at. 
Medically, I am going to see where he is 
at, because I’m going to trust our doctors. 
We’ll make a decision at some point.” 

Pederson said he’d like for Wentz to 
practice for a full week before he plays in 
a game. Wentz still hasn’t been cleared for 
contact. 

Foies is supposed to make his preseason 
debut Thursday night at New England 
after sitting out last week’s game. He had 
missed a few practices because of muscle 
spasms in his neck and shoulder area. 

Foies will see Tom Brady for the first 
time since the Super Bowl. Brady didn’t 
congratulate Foies after the game and 
many people blew it out of proportion. 

“We both have a lot going on in our lives, 
so in time,” Foies said. “It will happen when 
it happens. We practiced with the Patriots 
several years ago and I talked to Tom quite 
a bit. He’s a great guy. I have all the respect 
in the world for him. I think everybody is 
making too big a deal out of this. It’s not a 
big deal at all.” 


Trade to Browns drives Taylor 



Adam Hunger/AP 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Tyrod Taylor throws a pass during the first half of the 
preseason game against the New York Giants on Aug. 9 in East Rutherford, N J. 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

BEREA, Ohio — Tyrod Taylor remem¬ 
bers winning the starting job, throwing 
touchdown passes and seeing die-hard 
fans standing in snow at Buffalo’s airport 
on New Year’s Eve to celebrate the end of a 
17-year playoff drought. 

His three years with the Bills were spe¬ 
cial, filled with long-lasting memories. 

His exit wasn’t. 

Traded to Cleveland in March for a third- 
round draft pick (No. 65 overall), Taylor 
said Tuesday that he holds no bitterness to¬ 
ward the Bills, but that the team’s decision 
to part ways with him is fueling his desire 
to deliver for the Browns. 

It’s driving him. 

“Each year has its own way of motivat¬ 
ing itself,” Taylor said. “But definitely how 
I think it ended there, it’s motivation for 
this year.” 

Coming off a “perfect” performance in 
his preseason debut for the Browns last 
week, Taylor, who has quickly established 
himself as a leader in Cleveland, will face 
his former teammates for the first time 
Friday night when the Bills visit in the sec¬ 
ond exhibition for both teams. 

Taylor made it clear that there’s no re¬ 
sentment and that his focus this week, and 
every week, is on improving the Browns 
— not paying back the Bills. 

“I’m looking forward to Week 2 of the 
preseason,” Taylor said. “I’m not going to 
make this about me or Buffalo. It’s an op¬ 
portunity for us to get better as a team, 
an opportunity for me to get better as a 
player.” 

While that’s honorable, Taylor reiter¬ 
ated that if somewhere down the line the 
Browns and Bills ever matched up in the 
postseason, he’d love to show Buffalo what 
it’s missing. 

“I wouldn’t say it was painful,” Taylor 
said of being dealt by the Bills. “I have 
nothing to hold (hang) my head about in 
my time in Buffalo. It was a progression 

Steelers to 

By Dan Scifo 

Associated Press 

LATROBE, Pa. — The Pittsburgh Steel¬ 
ers plan to get a closer look at their two 
most recent draft picks at quarterback. 

Rookie third-round pick Mason Rudolph 
and Josh Dobbs, Pittsburgh’s fourth-round 
selection in 2017, will see all of the playing 
time when the Steelers visit the Green Bay 
Packers for their second preseason game 
on Thursday. 

“They’re going to play exclusively,” 
Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said. “(We) 
haven’t detailed the division of labor, but 
those two guys will be featured.” 

On Tuesday, Tomlin ruled out veterans 
Ben Roethlisberger and Landry Jones for 
the game. The announcement came before 
Roethlisberger left Tuesday’s training 
camp practice with a possible concussion. 

“Ben Roethlisberger sustained a hit 
today in practice,” Tomlin said through 
a team spokesman after practice. “He is 
being evaluated as part of the concussion 
protocol.” 

Roethlisberger was face down on the 
turf, surrounded by his teammates, after 
throwing a touchdown pass to JuJu Smith- 
Schuster during a best-of-seven competi¬ 
tive two-point conversion drill between the 
offense and defense. 

Roethlisberger was helped to his feet 


from a players’ standpoint each and every 
year, but of course why would I not want 
to beat that team in the playoffs if it comes 
down to that? 

“I’m always excited to compete. But 
I know those guys, played against those 
guys, the majority of those guys for the 
past three years, some new players and I’d 
love to play against those guys.” 

It didn’t take long for the 29-year-old 
Taylor to ingratiate himself to the Browns. 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Pittsburgh Steelers quarterbacks Mason 
Rudolph, above, and Josh Dobbs will get 
all the playing time in Thursday’s game 
against the Packers in Green Bay, Wis. 

and sat on a water cooler with a towel over 
his head as practice continued. He touched 
his head several times and eventually 
walked off the field under his own power 
with trainers and team doctors. 

Right guard Marcus Gilbert said Roeth¬ 
lisberger rolled out and ran into him as he 
blocked linebacker Keion Adams. 

“It didn’t look too pretty,” Gilbert said. 
“But when he got up he seemed to be a little 
bit better. That’s my guy. I wouldn’t want to 


He has set an example on and off the field, 
whether arriving at 5 a.m. to get in an early 
morning workout or staying late to break 
down film. 

Taylor set a high bar for himself last 
week by recording a perfect 158.3 rating in 
two series against the New York Giants. He 
completed 5 of 5 passes for 99 yards and a 
touchdown before turning the offense over 
to Mayfield, who shined in his NFL pre¬ 
season debut. 


see anything happen to him, especially in a 
practice like this.” 

Center Maurkice Pouncey was optimis¬ 
tic about Roethlisberger’s injury. 

“No one really saw it, but I think he hit 
his head,” Pouncey said. “We were all in 
a nervous situation, but he got up fine, he 
looked totally good, and he walked off the 
field.” 

Tomlin praised Roethlisberger’s work at 
training camp Tuesday morning. 

“He’s been really sharp, not only in 
terms of what he does, but just how he’s 
communicating and helping in aiding the 
development of some people that are going 
to work alongside him,” Tomlin said. “It’s 
been a very positive experience.” 

Rudolph and Dobbs both ended practice 
with touchdown passes during the two- 
minute drill. Rudolph, the former Okla¬ 
homa State star, said he is anxious to see 
additional playing time on Thursday. 

“I’m going to be preparing to play well 
and execute our plan,” Rudolph said. “We 
have a great plan for Green Bay, and when¬ 
ever my number’s called, I plan to go out 
and execute.” 

Tomlin also announced Tuesday that 
outside linebacker Bud Dupree is out of 
concussion protocol and will play Thurs¬ 
day against Green Bay. Dupree practiced 
in full on Tuesday for the first time since 
sustaining his concussion on Aug. 3. 


get better look at young QBs 
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Streaking 

Braves’ Acuna sets mark with HR 
in fifth straight game » Page 29 



The Oakland Athletics’ Ramon Laureano, center, celebrates after getting the game-winning hit against the Detroit Tigers in the 13th inning on Aug. 3. The A’s are 
38-12 since June 16, their best 50-game stretch since 2005, and have pulled within one game of the Astros in the AL West. 

Rallying point 

A’s remarkable run of comebacks have them nipping at Astros’ heels 


By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. 

B y now, most everyone in 
baseball realizes the Oak¬ 
land Athletics are rarely 
out of it. Almost no deficit 
is too daunting for a rallying cry, 
which could be led by any number 
of sluggers in a loaded lineup. 

Never before in his managerial 
career has Bob Melvin been around 
a club with such a knack for come¬ 
backs, for winning the close ones in 
the late innings despite what might 
seem insurmountable odds. 


Lately, other teams in contention 
have added to their rosters to try to 
do the same down the stretch of the 
season. 

During a recent trip in Texas, the 
A’s rallied from behind 10-2 to beat 
the Rangers 13-10 by scoring 11 
runs over the final four innings and 
getting a three-run homer by Khris 
Davis in the 10th. They have earned 
a reputation around baseball — in 
both leagues, on both coasts and in 
between — for their ability to swing 
for the fences and keep pitching when 
trailing at any stage of a game. 

“I think it’s a momentum aspect,” 
Davis said. “You’ve just got to keep 


playing the game the right way, 
what we expect of each other. We’re 
just looking to do our jobs and luck¬ 
ily we’re having a great time doing 
it right now.” 

Oakland is right on the heels of 
reigning World Series champion 
Houston in the AL West, the A’s 
were trailing the Astros by 1 game 
on Wednesday. The small-budget 
franchise hasn’t reached the play¬ 
offs since losing the AL wild-card 
game in 2014, finishing last in the 
division the past three seasons. 

“It’s a fantastic team. We cer¬ 
tainly have the ability to be a playoff 
team,” second baseman Jed Lowrie 


said. “At this point it’s got to be a 
narrow focus. Keep the eye on the 
prize but narrow the focus.” 

The A’s didn’t get their 60th win 
until Sept. 8 last year and already 
reached that mark by July 25 in 
2018. 

They are 38-12 since June 16, their 
best 50-game stretch since 2005. 

New Oakland reliever Shawn Kel¬ 
ley was playing in Washington and 
went to bed before the A’s were done 
most days but still had heard plenty 
about their penchant for finding a 
way to win late. 

SEE POINT ON PAGE 27 
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